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CITY OF ELIZABETH CITY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2020 
4:00 PM 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Ernest Sutton - Chairman 
Johnson Biggs - Vice Chairman (Absent) 
Carlton O'Neal 
Suzanne Stallings 
Gary White 

 

Also present were Carter M. Thompson, Director of Community Development; Cheryl 
Eggar, Planner; Yvette Chamblee, Secretary to the Commission; and members of the 
audience. 

 
Chairman Sutton called the meeting to order at approximately 4:16 PM and stated a 
quorum. 

 
Chairman Sutton called for a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Ms. Stalling 
made a motion to APPROVE the agenda as presented. Mr. O'Neal seconded the motion. 
ALL IN FAVOR: O'NEAL, STALLINGS, AND WHITE. NONE OPPOSED. MOTION 
CARRIED. 

 
Chairman Sutton called for a motion to approve the Tuesday, February 4, 2020 Planning 
Commission minutes. Ms. Stallings made a motion to APPROVE the Tuesday, February 
4, 2020 Planning Commission minutes. Mr. O'Neal seconded the motion. ALL IN 
FAVOR: O'NEAL AND STALLINGS. NONE OPPOSED. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Ms. Chamblee, secretary to the Commission read the STATEMENT OF DISCLOSURE 
as follows: 

 

Elizabeth City Code of Ethics provides that public officials and employees be independent, 
impartial, and responsible to the public; that government decisions and policy be made 
in proper channels of the governmental structure; that public office not be used for 
personal gain; and that the public have confidence in the integrity of its government. In 
recognition of these goals and in keeping with the ethical standards of conduct for city 
public officials and its employees, disclosure of interest in legislative action must be stated 
for public record, as per City of Elizabeth City Code of Ordinances Section 32.04. Any 
official act or action before the Planning Commission shall be publicly disclose on the 
record of the Commission the nature and extent of such interest and the Commissioner 
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shall withdraw from any consideration of the matter if excused by the Commission 
pursuant to G. S. 160A-75. 

 

CASE NO: TA 02-19 is a proposal by Anchor Signs to amend the Unified Development 
Ordinance, specifically Article XII Environmental and Special Purpose Regulations, Article 
12-10.2(5)(h) to increase the amount of allowable wall signage within the Halstead 
Boulevard Extension Overlay District to bring it into conformance with the allowable wall 
signage permitted elsewhere in the City. 

 
Ms. Eggar presented the following Staff report: 

 
The case before you this evening is a request by Anchor Sign for a text amendment to 
the Halstead Overlay wall sign regulations. 

 

Anchor Signs is developing wall signage for the new Aspen Dental. This building is located 
on a corner lot with three street frontages, Conlon Way, Tanglewood Parkway, and 
Halstead Boulevard. 

 
Before you are a diagram of the signage they are proposing for this building. The amount 
of wall signage incorporated is based upon the length of the wall facing the street. 

 
Under the current overlay regulations, the amount of allowable wall signage is based 
upon the length of the front wall of the business, regardless of how many streets the 
building faces. Furthermore, the ordinance only allows signs to be placed on the front 
wall of the building, not a side or rear wall 

 

For businesses in the overlay district with more than one street frontage, the current 
regulations greatly hamper their ability to advertise their business on all street frontages. 
Outside of the Halstead Overlay District, if a building faces more than one street, they 
are allocated additional signage for each street frontage. 

 
Anchor Sign is proposing a text amendment that brings the allowable wall signage in the 
Overlay in line with wall signage allowed outside of the overlay district. 

 
Before you are a handout showing the language for wall signage inside and outside of 
the Halstead Overlay District and the handout is the proposed language which would 
bring the allowable amount of wall signage in the Halstead Overlay to be comparable to 
what is allowed outside of the district. 

 

Article 11: 
1.5 square feet of sign area per linear foot of building frontage (facing a street) 

 
Halstead 
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Signs of individual businesses attached to their respective building front shall be limited 
to 1.5 square feet of sign area for each linear foot of store frontage. 

 

Proposed 

Wall signs shall be limited to 1.5 square feet of sign area for each linear foot of building 
elevation. This which includes all sides of the building. 

 
Staff recommends approval of the text amendment as proposed. 

This concluded Ms. Eggar's presentation. 

Mr. White questioned who represents Aspen Dental. Staff commented the applicant for 
the text amendment is Anchor Sign not Aspen Dental. 

 

Mr. Mike Cohen, representative for Anchor Sign, was present and addressed the Planning 
Commission about increasing the amount of allowable wall signage within the Halstead 
Boulevard Extension Overlay District. 

 
Mr. White made a motion to APPROVE TA 02-19 with staff recommendations. Ms. 
Stallings seconded the motion. ALL IN FAVOR: O'NEAL, STALLINGS, AND WHITE. 
NONE OPPOSED. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

STAFF REPORT 
 Staff discussed the following with the Planning Commission: 
 Stockbridge Phases 3 and 4; 

 Upcoming rezoning cases 
 Halstead Boulevard Corridor Overlay as a Text Amendment, and 

 Agenda packets being sent electronically. 

 

CHAIRPERSON REPORT 
 Welcoming Community Development Director Carter M. Thompson; 
 Bringing forth public awareness of the Planning Commission; 

 Thanking Vice Chairman Johnson Biggs for overseeing the November 5, 2019 
meeting; 

 Planning modules for the Planning commissioners; 

 Soliciting for new Planning Commission members; and 

 New member orientation for new Planning Commission members. 

 

MEMBER CONCERNS 
 Halstead Corridor Overlay in regards to plants; and 
 Planning Department correlating with citizens and businesses within the city. 
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Mr. White made a motion to ADJOURN Tuesday, February 4, 2020 Planning Commission 
meeting. Ms. Stallings seconded the motion. ALL IN FAVOR: O'NEAL, STALLINGS, 
AND WHITE. NONE OPPOSED. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Planning Commission adjourned at 4:51pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Yvette Chamblee 

Secretary to the Planning Commission 


