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%s MEMORANDUM

To: Mayor and Members of the City Council
From: Montré D. Freeman, City Manager

J Phillip Webster, Chief of Police

James E. Avens, Jr., Deputy Chief of Police

Date: February 9, 2024

Reference: Discussion / Consideration - Street Parking in Elizabeth City

BACKGROUND:

During the January 22, 2024 Council meeting, Councilman Biggs requested the addition
of a discussion on parking concerns and curbside parking onto the agenda. His
concerns ranged from intersection parking to curbside parking on the streets of
Elizabeth City. At the direction of City Manager Freeman, the ECPD began a review of
existing City ordinances regulating parking in particular as it pertains to street parking.

ANALYSIS:

A. Issues arose from intersection parking at Ashe and Main Street as well as street parking
in the 900 block of Fourth Street. The Police Department took action at both locations
to ensure compliance with the City Ordinances.

1. Intersection parking at Ashe Street and West Main Street were brought before City
Council on January 22, 2024. The Council approved additions to the traffic control
map that would include signage and curb painting on West Main Street and this
intersection. They also approved a 25-foot set back from the curb, which is five feet
longer than the 20 feet prescribed in ordinance.




2. Street, or curbside, parking has also been identified as a concern. Prompting this
issue is parking in the 900 block of Fourth Street. Officers responded to this location
and identified issues at this site including a vehicle with mechanical issues and a
vehicle with expired registration. The owner of these vehicles received parking
tickets for these violations and the vehicles have been removed from the road way.
Other vehicles at this location were parked legally as they comply with City
ordinance. As stated, tickets were issued on November 28, 2023, and again on
December 14, 2023, by citing the owner of a vehicle at 909 Fourth Street for illegal
parking. The ECPD has continued to monitor this area.

The following photo was taken on the morning of January 23, 2024, which has been
consistent with the parking in 900 Block of Fourth Street since the enforcement actions
were taken. The vehicle located at 911 Fourth Street parks in the street due to no driveway
present and there is no sign stating that parking is not allowed on the street.

B. Currently, the Police Department adheres to City Ordinance and North Carolina General
Statute in regulating parking within the City. Parking generally falls within the following
two City Ordinances.

1. The ability to park on City streets is found in City Ordinance Chapter 72: Parking
Rules, subsection § 72.04 COMPLIANCE WITH SIGNS.




(A) No person shall park or cause to be parked a vehicle on the street or parts of streets,
or on any designated parking area owned, leased or maintained by the city, where signs
prohibit such or in violation of lawfu/ time limitations.

(B) Time limitations apply not only fo individual spaces, but to any space that has a time
limitation located in the block where the vehicle is parked.

(C) Parking prohibfted in designated places. When signs are placed, erected or installed,
giving notice thereof, or the curbing has been painted yellow in lieu of such signs, no
person shall park a vehicle at any time upon any of the streets or portions of streets
described in the city prohibited parking traffic schedule, which is incorporated herein by
reference and may be amended from time to time by the City Council.

2. Additionally parking is governed in City Ordinance, § 72.01 GENERAL
PROHIBITION IN SPECIFIED PLACES.

No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle, except when necessary to avold
conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with other provisions of this traffic code,
or at the direction of a pofice officer or traffic-control device, in any of the following
places:

(A} On a sidewalk;

(B) In front of a public or private driveway;

(C) Within an intersection;

(D) Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant;

(E) On a crosswalk;

(F) Within 20 feet of a crosswalk or intersection,

(G) Within 30 feet of the approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign or traffic-
control signal located overhead or at the side of a roadway;

(H) Within 20 feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of
the street opposite the entrance to any fire station within 75 feet of the entrance;

(I) On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge of the curb
of a street; or

(7) Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a street.
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3. Officers also adhere to NC General Statute § 20-162. Parking in front of private
driveway fire hydrant, fire station, intersection of curb lines or fire lane.

(a) No person shall park a vehicle or permit it to stand, whether attended or
unattended, upon a highway in front of a private driveway or within 15
feet in either direction of a fire hydrant or the entrance to a fire staltion,
nor within 25 feet from the intersection of curb lines or if none, then within
15 feet of the intersection of property lines at an intersection of highways;




provided, that local authorities may by ordinance decrease the distance
within which a vehicle may park in either direction of a fire hydrant.

(b) No person shall park a vehicle or permit it to stand, whether attended or
unattended, upon any public vehicular ares, street, highway or roadway in
any area designated as a fire lane. This prohibition includes designated fire
lanes in shopping center or mall parking lots and all other public vehicular
areas. Provided, however, persons loading or unloading supplies or
merchandise may park temporarily in a fire lane located in a shopping center
or mall parking lot as long as the vehicle is not left unattended. The prima
facie rule of evidence created by G.S. 20-162.1 is applicable fo prosecutions
for violation of this section. The owner of a vehicle parked in violation of this
subsection shall be deemed to have appointed any State, counly or
municipal law-enforcement officer as his agent for the purpose of arranging
for the transportation and safe storage of such vehicle. No law-enforcement
officer removing such a vehicle shall be held criminally or civilly liable in any
way for any acts or omissions arising out of or caused by carrying out or
enforcing any provisions of this subsection, unless the conduct of the officer
amourts to wanton misconauct or intentional wrongdoing.

The Police Department recommends amending the City Ordinance § 72.01 GENERAL
PROHIBITION IN SPECIFIED PLACES subsection (F) to read 25 feet as opposed to 20
feet from a crosswalk or intersection

C. The Police Department has identified the lack of regulation in ordinance to prohibit
double parking and the parking of disconnected trailers on city streets. Language in
the current ordinance does not address or effectively address these two issue:

1. Double parking can effectively be addressed in § 72.01 GENERAL PROHIBITION IN
SPECIFIED PLACES by adding subsection (K) at or upon any on-street parking or
off-street parking where the vehicle is stopped or parked in such a manner that it
exceeds more than one parking space.

2. As written the City Ordinance restricting the parking of trailers on City streets does
not encompass all trailer type.

§ 72.15 PARKING OF CAMPERS, TRAILERS, BOATS AND THE LIKE ON CITY
STREETS PROHIBITED. It shall be unlawful for any person to park or cause to be
parked any boat trailer or any boat and trailer or any recreational vehicle, camper
or similar type of vehicle containing sleeping arrangements, excluding vans and
pick-ups with attached campers, upon any public street of the city at one location
for more than three hours.

The Police Department recommends a simpler ordinance that would encompass all
trailer types:

Storing any detached trailer or van when the towing unit has been disconnected;




D. The Police Department has reviewed ordinances from various municipalities and can
conclude through this review that generally on-street-parking, much like Elizabeth City,
is regulated via signage. Signage may include but is not limited to: signage, painted
lines, painted parking tire stops, curb markings, or parking surface painting.

1. The installation or removal of parking signage is under the control of City Council.
In city ordinances reviewed cities engaged a traffic engineer to conduct studies of
neighborhood areas to determine parking needs and to establish whether or not an
area needed to become a “controlled parking area”. This would generally mean
restricting certain areas to permitted parking only. Even with this, signage would
need to be erected to control the area.

2. It is recommended that a traffic engineer be retained in order to conduct
appropriate community surveys, and conduct traffic studies on the current state
and potential community impacts.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION(S):

A. City Council vote in favor of updating City Ordinance § 72.01 GENERAL
PROHIBITION IN SPECIFIED PLACES to read:

(F) Within 25 feet of a crosswalk or intersection;

And add-

(K) At or upon any on-street parking or off-street parking where the‘vehicle is
stopped or parked in such a manner that it exceeds more than one parking space.

Adding the above language will increase distance in parking near an intersection
from 20 feet to 25 feet. Additionally, section (k) will create a violation for double
parking in designated parking spaces.

B. City Council vote in favor of amending City Ordinance § 72.15 PARKING OF CAMPERS,
TRAILERS, BOATS AND THE LIKE ON CITY STREETS PROHIBITED to read:

Storing any detached trailer or van when the towing unit has been disconnected is
prohibited;

C. Options for addressing street side parking and other parking issues:

1. Street side parking can, as stated in ordinance, “"be amended from time to time by
the council”. Counci! can direct staff were and when to alter the traffic control map
and erect parking signage.




2. Staff recommends the Establishment of a traffic committee. The committee wouid
include a representative from the Police Department, Public Works, Planning,
Elizabeth Downtown Incorporated, a member of council, and a traffic engineer.
The committee can meet on demand as parking concerns are brought forward.
The committee can gather the evidence and any necessary data to make informed
recommendations to Council. ‘

Staff also recommends citizen engagement be included in any decision making on limiting
or permitting roadside parking. The traffic calming policy can be mirrored to include
neighborhood groups and citizen meetings in understanding the individual community

concern.




City of Elizabeth City Prohibited Parking Traffic Schedule
Reference City of Elizabeth City Code of Ordinances Section 72.04(C)
(as of January 9, 2017)

Type of Sign Address Description
No Parking 319 S. Dyer St
No Parking 405 S. Dyer St
No Parking 505 S. McMorrine St
No Parking 502 S. McMorrine St
No Parking 508 S. Martin St
No Parking 516 S. Martin St
No Parking 516 S. McMorrine St
No Parking 402 Shepard St
No Parking 511 Shepard St
No Parking 202 Shepard St
No Parking 604 Cale St
No Parking 608 Cale St
No Parking 612 Cale St
No Parking 709 Cale St
No Parking 802 Cale St
No Parking 806 Cale St
No Parking 900 Cale St
No Parking 950 Cale St
No Parking 911 S. Martin St
No Parking 904 S. Martin St
No Parking 902 S. Martin St
No Parking 808 S. Martin St
No Parking 806 S. Martin St
No Parking 600 S. Martin St
No Parking 517 Brown St
No Parking 513 Brown St
No Parking 505 Brown St
No Parking 509 Edge St
No Parking 519 Edge St
No Parking 523 Edge St
No Parking 801 Park St
No Parking 1033 Shannon St
No Parking 916 Park St
No Parking 508 Massachusetts Ave
No Parking 102 Speed St
No Parking 107 Speed St
No Parking 407 Speed St
No Parking 504 Albemarie St
No Parking 1404 College St
No Parking 1411 College St
No Parking 1414 College St
No Parking 1419 College St
No Parking 1504 College St
No Parking 1509 College St
No Parking 1303 Ridley Dr
No Parking 1324 Hoggard St
No Parking 1319 Hoggard St
No Parking 1325 Morrisette Ave
No Parking 1405 Hoffler St
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City of Elizabeth City Prohibited Parking Traffic Schedule
Reference City of Elizabeth City Code of Ordinances Section 72.04(C)
(as of January 9, 2017)

No Parking 1602 Providence Rd
No Parking 1606 Providence Rd
No Parking 1698 Providence Rd
No Parking 1700 Providence Rd
No Parking 1699 Providence Rd
No Parking 1117 W. Main St
No Parking 1103 W. Main St
No Parking 1013 W. Main St

No Parking 100 N. Ashe St

No Parking 502 W. Fearing St
No Parking 302 W. Fearing St
No Parking 306 W. Fearing St
No Parking 308 W. Fearing St
No Parking 209 S. Cobb St

No Parking 212 S. Cobb St

No Parking 102 S. Cobb St

No Parking 105 S. Cobb St

No Parking 111 S. Cobb St

No Parking 200 Southside St
No Parking 204 Southside St
No Parking 210 Southside St

No Parking 1113 Riverside Ave
No Parking 1105 Carolina Ave
No Parking 1212 Preyer Ave

No Parking 1207 Preyer Ave

No Parking 1301 Preyer Ave

No Parking 452 Holly St

No Parking 603 Cedar St

No Parking 603 Colonial Ave

No Parking 511 Colonial Ave
No Parking 407 Colonial Ave
No Parking 507 Cedar St

No Parking 102 Harney St

No Parking 204 Harney St

No Parking 821 Beech St

No Parking 820 Beech St

No Parking 801 Beech St

No Parking 711 Beech St

No Parking 709 Beech St

No Parking 705 Beech St

No Parking 609 Parsonage St
No Parking 610 Parsonage St
No Parking 701 Parsonage St
No Parking 705 Parsonage St
No Parking 703 Parsonage St
No Parking 707 Parsonage St
No Parking 721 Parsonage St
No Parking 726 Parsonage St
No Parking 505 E. Church St
No Parking 501 E. Church St
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City of Elizabeth City Prohibited Parking Traffic Schedule
Reference City of Elizabeth City Code of Ordinances Section 72.04(C)
(as of January 9, 2017)

No Parking 110 S. McCorrine
No Parking 408 E. Fearing St
No Parking 407Colonial Ave
No Parking 214 N. Martin St
No Parking 210 N. Martin St
No Parking 207 N. Martin St
No Parking 205 N. Martin St
No Parking 115 N. Martin St
No Parking 401 E. Fearing St
No Parking 401 E. Church St
No Parking 403 E. Church St
No Parking 400 E. Church St
No Parking 312 S. Elliot St

No Parking 308 S. Eliiot St

No Parking 301 S. Eliiot St

No Parking 206 S. Eiliot St

No Parking 207 S. Elliot St

No Parking 102 E. Church St
No Parking 108 E. Fearing St
No Parking 503 W. Main St
No Parking 309 W. Main St
No Parking 210 S. Dyer St
No Parking 203 S. Dyer St

No Parking 200 W. Church St
No Parking 302 S. Dyer St

No Parking 306 S. Dyer St

No Parking 101 N. Cobb St
No Parking 109 N. Cobb St
No Parking 716 Garden St

No Parking 121 Franklin St
No Parking 116 Franklin St
No Parking 115 Franklin St
No Parking 315 Paxton St

No Parking 809 Paxton St

No Parking 808Paxton St

No Parking 805 Paxton St

No Parking 804 Paxton St

No Parking 902 Byrum Ln

No Parking 502 Catalina Ave
No Parking 520 Catalina Ave
No Parking 108 Renaissance Dr
No Parking 110 Renaissance Dr
No Parking 200 Renaissance Dr
No Parking 505 N. Martin St
No Parking 504 N. Martin St
No Parking 506 N. Martin St
No Parking 403 E. Burgess St
No Parking 313 E. Burgess St
No Parking 400 E.Burgess St
No Parking 106 E. Burgess St
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City of Elizabeth City Prohibited Parking Traffic Schedule
Reference City of Elizabeth City Code of Ordinances Section 72.04(C)
(as of January 9, 2017)

102 E. Burgess St
301 E. Cypress St

605 Second St
601 Second St
612 N. Martin St
610 N. Martin St
604 First St

601 E. Cypress St
701 N. Poindexter St
705 N. Poindexter St

702 First St

706 First St

710 First St

712 N. Martin St
707 N. Martin St
705 Second St
711 Second St
805 Second St
810 Second St
804 First St

900 First St

910 First St

801 N. Poindexter St

707 Greenleaf St
721 Greenleaf St
718 Greenleaf St
716 Greenleaf St
713 Grady St
405 Bank St

407 Bank St

409 Bank St

501 Bank St

226 Bray St

222 Bray St

220 Bray St

216 Bray St

221 Bray St
1323 Moore St
911 Second St
913 Second St
916 Second St
912 Second St
910 Second St

803 Riverside Ave

813 Paxton St
338 Paxton St
339 Paxton

800 Paxton St
799 Paxton St
108 Persse St
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City of Elizabeth City Prohibited Parking Traffic Schedule
Reference City of Elizabeth City Code of Ordinances Section 72.04(C)
(as of January 9, 2017)

No Parking 501 W. Main St

No Parking 204 Persse St

No Parking 458 Holly St

No Parking 200 S. Poindexter St
No Parking 506 E. Fearing St
No Parking 101 S. Martin St

No Parking 106 Persse St

No Parking 102 Persse St
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