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CITY OF ELIZABETH CITY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 
TUESDAY, December 7, 2021 
4:00 PM 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT 

Ernest Sutton - Chairman 
Johnson Biggs - Vice Chairman  
Gary White 
Kevin Johnson 
Alyn Goodson 
Suzanne Stallings 

 
Also present were Kellen Long, Director of Community Development; Karan Patel, 
Planner; Brian Hall, Secretary to the Commission. 

 
Chairman Sutton called the meeting to order at approximately 4:00 PM and stated a 
quorum. 

 
Chairman Sutton called for a motion to approve the Tuesday, October 5, 2021 Planning 

Commission minutes. Commissioner White made a motion to APPROVE the minutes. 

Commissioner Goodson properly seconded the motion. ALL IN FAVOR: BIGGS, 

WHITE, GOODSON, AND JOHNSON. NONE OPPOSED. MOTION CARRIED. 

Chairman Sutton called for a motion to approve the agenda. Commissioner White made 

a motion to APPROVE the agenda as presented. Commissioner Biggs seconded the 

motion. ALL IN FAVOR: BIGGS, WHITE, GOODSON, AND JOHNSON. NONE 

OPPOSED. MOTION CARRIED. 

Mr. Hall, secretary to the Commission read the STATEMENT OF DISCLOSURE 
as follows: 
 

Elizabeth City Code of Ethics provides that public officials and employees be 
independent, impartial, and responsible to the public; that government decisions and 
policy be made in proper channels of the governmental structure; that public office not 
be used for personal gain; and that the public have confidence in the integrity of its 
government. In recognition of these goals and in keeping with the ethical standards of 
conduct for city public officials and its employees, disclosure of interest in legislative 
action must be stated for public record, as per City of Elizabeth City Code of Ordinances 
Section 32.04. Any official act or action before the Planning Commission shall be publicly 
disclose on the record of the Commission the nature and extent of such interest and 
the Commissioner shall withdraw from any consideration of the matter if excused by 
the Commission pursuant to G. S. 160A-75. 
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Chairman Sutton described the only item of new business as follows: 

 
 Case No: SUP 05-21, submitted by Avdet Brewing Company, LLC for a 

microbrewery to be located in the Kenyon Baily Supply building at 407 McArthur 

Drive. The business will sell microbrews and unfortified wine products on premise. 

The proposed use will include tap and tasting rooms in addition to off-premises 

sales. The business is located in the General Business (GB) zoning district. 

Because of the quasi-judicial format of the hearings, the Commission hears evidence 
and judges whether the change is not incongruous. The Commission is required by 
North Carolina law to swear in persons who speak before the Commission and offer 
evidence. 
 
Secretary Hall swore in Director Long, Planner Patel, and the applicant. 

 
Planner Patel began his presentation. 
 
Planner Patel stated that the tap and tasting rooms will be fully encompassed in the 
previous restaurant portion of the building, including the outdoor patio space.  

 
Planner Patel briefly mentioned the following information in regards to the zoning and 

adjacent properties around the property in question: 

Adjacent Zoning & Land Use 

North:  General Industrial District (I-2) — Single Family Homes 

South: General Business (GB) — Commercial Building 

East:  General Business (GB) — Restaurant 

West:  General Business (GB) — Previous Bank, Car Wash under construction. 

 

Planner Patel stated that the property currently maintains the original general business 
zoning classification designated at the time the Unified Development Ordinance and 
official zoning map were adopted by the City of Elizabeth City. According to the tax 
card, the structure was originally built in 1973. From staff’s records, the primary use of 
the property has always been a nursey/plant park.  

In the last ten to fifteen years, the use of the property has shifted to include more 
commercial retail, with an accessory use of a lunch cafe and restaurant. The proposed 
microbrewery will be located in the restaurant portion of the space, encompassing the 
previous dining area and kitchen, along with the use of the outdoor patio.   
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Planner Patel stated that access to the property is via McArthur Drive is a city maintained street and is 

considered as connector to major collector roads.  

Currently, the property has a total of 36 customer parking spaces (including handicap), with 16 separate 

parking spaces for employees. The property also has a shared parking agreement with Montero’s 

restaurant across the street. 

The design capacity of the space will not allow for any more than 49 people in the designated space, and 

could be potentially less than 49 depending on how much square footage will be taken from the purposed 

bar built out and seating. From just considering the limit of 49 individuals, this would require 16 customer 

parking spaces.  

The applicant is expecting no more than three employees working during their largest shift.     

 
 

 
This concluded Planner Patel’s presentation. 
 
Chairman Sutton asked if there were any further questions 
 
There were no further comments.  
 
Chairman Sutton asked the Commission if they were ready to entertain a motion.  

Vice Chairman Biggs made a motion to Approve CASE NO.: SUP 05-21 contingent 

upon the applicant meeting the staff suggested conditions that are presented in the 

agenda packet. Commissioner White properly seconded the motion. ALL IN FAVOR: 

BIGGS, WHITE, GOODSON, AND JOHNSON. NONE OPPOSED. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

This concluded the new business items on the agenda.  

Old Business 

No old business was reported.  
 
Staff Report  

Chairman’s Report 
 

Chairman Sutton asked the Commission if they were ready to entertain a motion to 

adjourn.  
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Commissioner Johnson made a motion to ADJOURN. Commissioner Goodson properly 

seconded the motion. ALL IN FAVOR: BIGGS, JOHNSON, GOODSON, AND 

WHITE. NONE OPPOSED. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
The meeting concluded at approximately 4:26pm. 
 
Submitted Respectfully, 
 
 
Brian Hall-Secretary of the Commission 

 
 

 

 

 


