TO: Mayor and Members of the City Council

FROM: Reginald Goodson, City Manager
Kellen Long, Development Services Director
DATE: May 9, 2025
RE: Consideration — Adoption of Resolution Opposing House Bill 765
BACKGROUND:

Several bills have been introduced in the 2025 session of the North Carolina General
Assembly (including SB 495, SB497, SB498, SB688, and HB765) that would change many
aspects of our local planning authority. House Bill 765 is of particular concern to our
Development Services Department because of the sweeping changes it would have to
our planning and zoning standards.

ANALYSIS:
If HB 765 were enacted, changes that would affect Elizabeth City would include:

« Removing the City’s ability to establish required parking or parking space
requirements, including space sizes (excluding ADA requirements), the location of
spaces, the number of spaces, and eliminating the City’s ability to require street
standards and installation of sidewalks that have no current connection with
neighboring properties.

« Elimination of the City’s ability to establish minimum lot sizes in residential zoning
districts. The proposed bill prohibits local governments from classifying residential
zoning districts based on minimum lot sizes.

« Mandating minimum densities based on the City’s population, which would be no
fewer than four dwelling units per acre.

« Requiring at least one accessory dwelling unit for each detached single-family
dwelling that is greater than 600 square feet in all areas zoned residential, with no
consideration of setbacks, lot size, orientation of the accessory dwelling unit, or
the size of the accessory dwelling unit.
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« Requires local governments to approve capacity allocation, which would have
standing for 24 months after the date of allocation approval and requires that local
governments extend the approval period for another 12 months if certain
conditions are satisfied.

« Requiring that preliminary subdivision plats approval be made administratively by
staff. Currently preliminary plat review is a legislative process, with final
determination and approval by City Council. Preliminary plats also go through
Technical Review Committee review and Planning Commission before they reach
City Council, all of which includes notification and involvement from the public.

= Creates additional liability for local government officials and members of appointed
boards when making land use decisions.

Numerous cities across NC have adopted resolutions opposing HB 765; several local
examples were shared with the Council following the April 28, 2025 discussion. Staff has
also prepared a resolution in opposition of House Bill 765 in the North Carolina General
Assembly for Council consideration.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

By motion, adopt the attached resolution (Resolution #2025-05-01) in opposition of
House Bill 765.




City of Elizabeth City
Resolution #2025-05-01
Opposition of House Bill 765 and Other Related Bills
By the North Carolina General Assembly

WHEREAS, House Bill 765 has been introduced in the 2025 session of the North
Carolina General Assembly that changes many aspects of local planning and zoning
authority and that would undermine local autonomy and community-specific planning
practices; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 765 dramatically impacts the ability of local governments
to ensure that growth and development decisions are in keeping with the will of the
citizens it impacts; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 765 proposes significant changes to eliminate the City’s
ability to require basic planning practices that would improve the safety, and wellbeing
of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, local governments with input from their citizens can best recognize
and enforce the need for planning and zoning ordinances; and

WHEREAS, the City of Elizabeth City strongly feels that local governments are
best suited to represent their citizens on local matters; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Elizabeth
City formally opposes North Carolina House Bill 765 and other related bills which severally
undermine the rights of the local citizens and their elected local government officials, and
appointed board members, and urges the General Assembly to reconsider the bill's
provisions in favor of legislation that respects local authority.

ADOPTED, this 12'" day of May 2025.




E. Kirk Rivers
Mayor

Attest:

April D. Onley, NCCMC
City Clerk

(SEAL)




