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City Council Regular Session  
May 14, 2018 

 

The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City met in regular session on Monday, May 14, 
2018 in Council Chambers, located on the second floor of the Municipal Administration 
Building, 306 E. Colonial Avenue, Elizabeth City, NC. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Bettie Parker 
                                           Councilman Johnnie Walton 
    Councilman Billy Caudle  
    Councilwoman Anita Hummer 
    Councilman Darius Horton   
    Councilwoman Jeannie Young 
    Councilman Gabriel Adkins  
    Councilman Kem Spence (arrived at 7:22 p.m.) 
    Mayor Pro Tem Rickey King      

MEMBERS ABSENT:  
               

OTHERS PRESENT: City Manager Rich Olson 
Finance Director Suzanne Tungate 
Chief of Police Eddie Buffaloe 
Interim Electric Superintendent Andy Pollard 
Assistant City Manager Angela Cole 
Human Resources Director Montique McClary 
Public Utilities Director Joe Pearce 
Public Utilities Assistant Director Larnetta Brothers 
Parks and Recreation Director Dexter Harris  
Fire Chief Corey Mercer 
ECDI Director Debbie Malenfant 
Planning Director Matt Schelly 
IT Director Matthew Simpson 
Deputy City Clerk Doris Walton 

The City Council work session was called to order by Mayor Bettie Parker at 7:00 p.m.  
Mayor Parker welcomed everyone to the meeting and recognized Councilman Spence to 
give the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

     1.  Agenda Adjustments and Approval: 

 Mayor Parker requested the Council’s pleasure regarding approval of the prepared 
agenda. 

Motion was made by Councilwoman Hummer, seconded by Councilwoman 
Young, to approve the agenda with any necessary adjustments. Those 
voting in favor of the motion were: Spence, Walton, Caudle, King, Hummer, 
Young and Adkins.  Against:  None.  Motion carried.   

     2.  Statement of Disclosure: 

The City Clerk read the Statement of Disclosure.  No conflict of interest disclosures 
regarding items listed on the agenda were made. 

3. Proclamations :  
 
a. Public Works Week: 
 

Mayor Parker was joined at the podium by Parks and Recreation Director Dexter Harris.  
Mayor Parker then read a proclamation for Public Works Week into the official record.  
The proclamation was received by Amanda Boone, Doug Davis, and Larnetta Brothers, 
who thanked the Council on behalf of his staff and invited everyone to visit one of the 
City’s public works facilities. 
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PROCLAMATION 

Public Works Week IN ELIZABETH CITY 

 
 WHEREAS, the public works services provided in our community are an integral 

part of our citizens’ everyday lives; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the support of an understanding and informed citizenry is vital to the 

efficient operation of the public works systems and programs such as water, sewers, 
streets and highways, public buildings, and solid waste collection; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the quality and effectiveness of these facilities, as well as their 

planning, design, and construction, is vitally dependent upon the efforts and skill of public 
works officials; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the efficiency of the qualified and dedicated personnel who staff public 

works departments is materially influenced by the people’s attitude and understanding of 
the importance of the work they perform; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the American Public Works Association has designated the third 

week in May as National Public Works Week celebrating the theme “The Power of Public 
Works.” 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that I, Bettie J. Parker, Mayor of 

the City of Elizabeth City, in conjunction with National Public Works Week, do hereby 
proclaim the week of May 21 - 27, 2018 as 
 

“Public Works Week IN ELIZABETH CITY” 

 
And I call upon all citizens and civic organizations to acquaint themselves with the issues 
involved in providing our many public works and to recognize the contribution, which 
public works officials make every day to our health, safety, comfort, and quality of life. 
 
 This, the 14th day of May 2018. 
 

 

             ______________________________ 

             Bettie J. Parker 
                Mayor 
ATTEST: 

__________________________ 
April D. Onley 
Interim City Clerk 

 
 b. Older Americans Month (AARP): 
 
Mayor Parker presented Hezekiah Brown and James Robertson with the following 
proclamation: 
 

PROCLAMATION 

IN RECOGNITION OF OLDER AMERICANS 

MONTH 

MAY 2018 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Elizabeth City includes a population of older citizens who deserve 

recognition for their contributions to our community; and  
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 WHEREAS, Elizabeth City recognizes that older adults are trailblazers—advocating for 

themselves, their peers, and their communities—paving the way for future generations; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Elizabeth City is committed to raising awareness about issues facing older 

Americans and helping all individuals to thrive in communities of their choice for as long as 
possible; and 

 

 WHEREAS, we appreciate the value of inclusion and support in helping older adults 

successfully contribute to and benefit from their communities; and 

 

 WHEREAS, our community can provide opportunities to enrich the lives of individuals of 

all ages by:  

 Promoting and engaging in activities, wellness, and social involvement; 
 Emphasizing home- and community-based services that support independent 

living; and 
 Ensuring community members can benefit from the contributions and experience 

of older adults. 
 

 NOW THEREFORE, I, Bettie J. Parker, Mayor of the City of Elizabeth City, do hereby 

proclaim May 2018 to be Older Americans Month in Elizabeth City and urge every resident to take 
time this month to acknowledge our older adults and the people who serve them as powerful and 
vital individuals who contribute greatly to our community; and I further proclaim May 17, 2018 to 
be “Older Americans Day in Elizabeth City” in honor of the Pasquotank County Chapter of the 
AARP and its members. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and have caused the Seal of 

the City of Elizabeth City to be affixed this 14th day of May 2018. 

 

 

      ________________________________ 

      Bettie J. Parker 

      Mayor 

___________________________ 
April D. Onley 
Interim City Clerk 

 
4.  Comments from the Public; 

 
Mayor Parker inquired of the City Clerk if there were persons present who wished to speak 
before the Council.  Upon her reply that there were, the Mayor asked that she call the first 
to the podium. 
 
Alice Redding 
Larry Mackey 
Robert Jones 
Carol Terryberry 
Wayne Harris 

 
5. Approval of Minutes; 

 
Mayor Parker requested the Council’s pleasure regarding the minutes on the agenda for 
approval. 
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a.  March 12, 2018 – Budget Work Session 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Darius Horton, seconded by 
Councilwoman Young to approve the March 12, 2018 Regular Session 
minutes.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Spence, Walton, Caudle, 
King, Hummer, Horton, Young and Adkins.  Against: None.  Motion carried. 
 
b.  April 9, 2018 – Regular Session 
 
Motion was made by Councilwoman Young, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
King to approve the April 9, 2018 Regular Session minutes.  Those voting in 
favor of the motion were: Spence, Walton, Caudle, King, Hummer, Horton, 
Young and Adkins.  Against: None. Motion carried. 
 
c.  April 23, 2018 – Work Session 
 
Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem King, seconded by Councilwoman 
Young to approve the April 23, 2018 Work Session minutes. Those voting in 
favor of the motion were:  Spence Walton, Caudle, King, Hummer, Horton, 
Young and Adkins.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

6. Consent Agenda (Items ‘a’ through ‘l’ recommended for approval by the 
Finance Committee during their May 10, 2018 meeting: 

 
Mayor Parker asked that the City Manager read each of the items on the Consent Agenda 
into the record.  Mr. Olson recited the items, as follows: 
 
Beginning of Consent Agenda: 

 
 a.  Consideration – Adopt Budget Amendment to Combine 2017-2018             
     Walmart Grants for Community Kiosk; 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 

 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City that the following 

amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for fiscal year ending June 30, 2018:  

 

SECTION I.  That the General Fund Police Departmental Supplies (105100.3300) be 
increased by $4,500. 

 
 That the General Fund Revenue (103490.5145) be increased by $2,000. 
 
 and the General Fund Balance Appropriated (103990.0000) be increased by 

$2,500. 
 
(To amend budget for grant received from Governor’s Crime Commission.) 
 
This amendment will decrease General Fund Balance by $2,500. 
 
ADOPTED, this 14th day of May 2018. 

 

 

 

      

Bettie J. Parker 

Mayor 

 

Attest: 
 

               

April Onley  
Interim City Clerk 
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 b.  Consideration –Adopt Grant Funding and Authorize Execution of   
      Contract for Tiber Creek Drainage Basin; 

c.  Consideration – Selection of Banking Services Vendor; 
 
d.  Consideration – Adopt Charles Creek Flooding Mitigation Plan; 

 
e.  Consideration – Adopt Waterfront Master Plan; 
 
f.   Consideration – Call for a Public Hearing – Heron’s Ridge; 

 

g.  Consideration – Adopt Resolution in Support of NC Agriculture; 
 
End of Consent Agenda. 
 
 Motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem King, seconded by Councilwoman 
 Young  to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Those voting in favor 
 of the motion were:  Spence, Walton, Caudle, King, Hummer, Horton, Young 
 and Adkins.  Against:  None.  Motion carried.  

 
7. Regular Agenda: 
 
 a.  Consideration – Award Bid of Parkview Interceptor Line and Adopt Budget 
     Amendment;. 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 

 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City that the following 

amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for fiscal year ending June 30, 2018:  

 

SECTION I.  That the Parkview Interceptor Project Fund Balance Appropriated 
(553990.0000) be increased by $171,420. 

 
 That the Construction Expenditures (559012.7301) be increased by 

$171,420. 
 
 
(To increase expenditures for construction bid for Parkview Interceptor sewer 
infrastructure project.) 
 
 
ADOPTED, this 14th day of May 2018. 

 

 

 

      

Bettie J. Parker 

Mayor 

 

Attest: 
 

               

April D. Onley  
Interim City Clerk 
 

 
 

 Motion was made by Councilwoman Young, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
 King to award the bid for the Parkview Interceptor Line and Adopt the Budget 
 Amendment. Those voting in favor of the motion were: Spence, Walton, 
 Caudle, King, Hummer, Horton, Young, and Adkins. Against: None. Motion 
 carried. 
 
 b.  Consideration – Relocation of Customer Service Office; 
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City Manager Olson explained that the following is an estimate of known costs to 
establish a satellite Customer Service office for 12 months at Towne Pointe Square: 
 
Category of Improvement Estimated Cost 

Rent $12,000.00 

Utilities 3,100.00 
Server Connection 1,500.00 

Internet 500.00 
Advertisement 1,000.00 

Telephone Lines 1,000.00 
Furniture 0.00 

Alarm System 500.00 

Painting 500.00 
Miscellaneous* 6,000.00 

Total $26,100.00 
 
*There are one-time miscellaneous expenses anticipated in order to complete the 
relocation: 

Installation of New Counter  $5,000.00   
Cameras     $1,000.00 

 
The cost to operate the satellite office will be approximately $20,600 per year.  The City 
presently spends $11,000 per year on our mall location.  Staff would like to have the new 
location operational by July 1, 2018. 
 
 Motion was made by Councilwoman Young, seconded by Mayor Pro 
 Tem King to authorize the City Manager to execute the lease for 407 
 B South Griffin Street. Those voting in favor of the motion were 
 Spence, Walton, Caudle, King, Hummer, Horton, Young, and Adkins. 
 Against: None. Motion carried. 
 
 c.  Consideration – Adopt Resolution to Surplus Property at 709 Herrington  
     Road; 
 
 Motion was made by Councilwoman Horton to request that staff publish an 
 RFP seeking a third party 501(c)3 to run a homeless shelter . The motion was 
 seconded by Councilman Adkins. Those voting in favor of the motion were: 
 Spence, Walton, Caudle, King, Hummer, Horton, Young, and Adkins. 
 Against: None. Motion carried. 
 
 d.  Consideration – Approve Additional Sub-Recipient Agreement for Food  
     Bank; 
 
There was no action taken on this item. 
 
 e.  Consideration – Albemarle District Jail Generator; 
 
The following information was distributed to the Council by Ricky Albertson of Load 
Management in response to the generator concerns: 
 
Paragraph 1  
 The Jail commission had to have a guarantee of 24/7 electricity. To my knowledge 
the city has never made such a guarantee. This would require more than one electrical 
feed to the jail as well as more than one emergency generator in order to backstand each 
other. 
 
Paragraph 2 
 Dominion N.C. Power would not furnish a generator and ADJ would have to 
provide its own generator.  This is a considerable savings to the ADJ of about $500,000.  
 
Paragraph 3 
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 The City of E.C procured a generator to provide back up or continuous electrical 
service. The city purchased the generator for load management purposes under the GS4 
Economic Development Rate. 
 
Paragraph 5 
 ADJ has received benefits from the City’s load management. Totaling $375,156. 
 
Paragraph 6 
 ADJ has been told not to tamper, repair or attempt to repair the generator as it is 
the city’s property.  Years ago Dennis Villorente ( ADJ maintenance superintendent ) 
asked about when he should change the oil. I told him not to do any maintenance on the 
generator as it is the city’s property. The switchgear is ADJ property.  
 
Paragraph 7 
 When the generator failed ADJ immediately contacted the city and advised of 
the failure. We were already aware and working on the generator trying to get it back 
operational on Sept. 28 & 29, after determining that it was not an issue we could repair, I 
called Cummins Atlantic and was advised that they could not come down until Monday 
Oct 2nd. At that time I notified the City’s Electric Superintendent to made all on-call 
personnel aware ADJ was now a critical customer in the event of a power outage as well 
as Dennis Villorente that the generator was not operational.  After a discussion with Mr. 
Jones about being in violation of 10A NCAC 14J did I make arrangements for a portable 
generator delivered to ADJ. 
 
Paragraph 8 
 Subsequent to that the city has billed ADJ for half the city’s cost as a result of the 
failure. The city has not billed ADJ for the repair. The city has only applied the correct 
charges under the GS3 rate. 
 
Paragraph 9 
 ADJ has refused to pay the same payment would be outside of the original 
agreement contracted with the city. There is no contract that states what ADJ will pay. 
There is a GS4 rate contract with the city that has expired ( 5 year rate ) ADJ has been 
migrated to the city’s GS3 rate which is the most economical rate for ADJ. This rate saves 
ADJ approximately 23% to 25% on electric cost.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
Motion was made by Councilman Horton, seconded by Councilman Adkins to 
suspend the rules to have Robert Jones from Albemarle District Jail respond 
during the item.  Those voting in favor of the motion were: Spence, Walton, King, 
Hummer, Horton, and Adkins. Against: Caudle and King. Motion carries. 
 
  
8. Comments and Inquiries on Non-Agenda Items; 
 
There were no comments on non-agenda items. 
 
9. Closed Session as Allowed by NCGS 143-318-11(a)(3) – Consultation with City 
Attorney: 
 
 Motion was made to enter closed session by Councilwoman Hummer, 
 seconded by Mayor Pro Tem King. Those voting in favor of the motion were: 
 Spence, Walton, Caudle, King, Hummer, Horton, Young, and Adkins. 
 Against: None. Motion carried. 
 
The Council returned from Closed Session at 9:14 p.m. There being no further business 
to be discussed, Mayor Parker adjourned the meeting at 9:14 p.m. 
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       __________________________ 
       Bettie J. Parker 
       Mayor     

 __________________________ 
April D. Onley 
Interim City Clerk 


