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To: Mayor and Members of City Council 
 
From: Deborah Malenfant, Heather Sawyer, Elizabeth City Downtown, Inc.  
 Sean Clark, Elizabeth City-Pasquotank County Parks & Recreation  
 Corrina Ruffieux, Visit Elizabeth City  
 

Date: November 5, 2021  
 
Re: Consideration –Replace Sign on City-owned Building at Mariners’ Wharf Park  

 
 

BACKGROUND:  
 

Mariners’ Wharf Park is part of the inventory of parks in the City and is managed and 
maintained by the Elizabeth City-Pasquotank County Parks & Recreation Department. The 
park provides a venue for city and community-sponsored events and activities; it provides 
a beautiful space for residents and visitors to enjoy the views of the river and watch arriving 
boaters; it provides parking; and it houses public restroom and shower facilities.  It is located 
on the waterfront of downtown. Mariners’ Wharf provides complimentary dockage to boaters 
and serves as a harbor of hospitality for visiting boaters. The wharf facility was completed 
in 1983. Since that time, there has been a Welcome sign mounted on the East side (facing 
the river) of the City-owned pump station located there.  Here are the sign designs over the 
years:  
 
 

 
 

Photos of previous signs 
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ANALYSIS: 
 
The current sign was last replaced approximately ten years ago. It is in a sorry state of 
disrepair and needs to be replaced. 
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The jointly-funded Wayfinding Signage Plan has funded the replacement of signage at both 
Mariners’ Wharf Park and Waterfront Park that align with the branding and image of the 
new Wayfinding signs. The recommended design of the replacement sign was completed 
by Bizzell Designs, the same company that designed the wayfinding signs.  
 
The funding of the replacement sign will come from the Wayfinding Plan funding and 
contribution from Elizabeth City Downtown, Inc.  There is no request for funding from City 
Council for this item.  
 

Photos of existing sign  
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  
 

By motion, grant permission to Elizabeth City Downtown, Inc. and Visit Elizabeth City to 
replace the deteriorating sign on the pumphouse at Mariners’ Wharf Park 

Photo of proposed sign and placement 


