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Update - (Commercial Truck Weight Limits & Walkers Ave. Sidewalk
Project)

Commercial Truck Weight Limits

During

the September 27t City Council meeting, there were questions regarding the

weight limits of Commercial vehicles on streets within the City limits. The City’s Code of

Ordina

nce under Chapter 71, section 71.09, states the following:

§ 71.09 RESTRICTIONS ON OPERATING CERTAIN COMMERCIAL TRUCKS.

(A) When signs are erected to give notice thereof, no person shall operate any
commercial vehicle exceeding two and one-half tons gross weight, at any time,
upon any of the streets or parts of the streets so designated; except that, such
vehicle may be operated thereon for the purpose of delivering or picking up
material or merchandise and then only by entering such street at the intersection
nearest the destination of the vehicle and proceeding no further than the nearest
intersection thereafter.

(B) No through trucks shall be permitted on State Road 1164 between Ehringhaus
Street and Asbury Drive, also known as portions of Water Street, Southern
Avenue, Parkview Drive and River Road, in concurrence with North Carolina
Department of Transportation Ordinance Number 1070467 (Pasquotank County,
Division I). For purposes of this division, Truck shall mean any motor vehicle
designed, used or maintained primarily for the transportation of property,
including “truck tractors,” road tractors,” “trailers,” “semi-trailer,” “pole trailers,”
and “special mobile equipment.” A person commits an offense under this division



if the person willingly operates a truck between Ehringhaus Street and Asbury
Drive, unless said truck is an authorized emergency truck or the road is the only
route to a destination. Any person who shall violate any provision of this division
shall be fined an amount pursuant to G.S. § 7A-148. Each violation shall constitute
a separate offense.

Based on staff’s research, an ordinance was adopted in April 2016 by the City Council
where the language of Standard B under the restrictions on operating certain commercial
trucks was officially adopted into the City’s code of ordinances. It states in the attached
ordinance that the City’s had received a Traffic Engineering Accident Analysis System
Ordinance Report from NC DOT specially regarding State Road 1164 in the described
locations of the ordinance (between Ehringhaus Street and Asbury Drive, also known as
portions of Water Street, Southern Avenue, Parkview Drive and River Road). The
ordinance also states that City desires to adopt a concurring local ordinance to aid the
Elizabeth City Police Department in the enforcement of NCDOT Ordinance Number
1070467, however staff has not been able to locate this ordinance.

To conduct more research, staff reached out to our local Division One NC DOT office
concerning other NC DOT roads that may see similar heavy commercial truck trip
generation data, specially Herrington Road. Our local resident engineer from NC DOT
stated that Herrington Road’s heavy truck percentage is below 20%. With the
percentage being below 20%, the state has no ordinance to enforce any heavy trucks
that may pass through Herrington Road, though there "may or may not" have been
signage up at some point. The engineer stated that if they were to put signs up and
someone was to get a ticket they could potentially challenge the ticket in court and
win.

Staff notes that this item will require more research. Staff is also researching ordinances
from other municipalities on weight limits for locally owned and maintained streets.

Walker Avenue Sidewalk Project

The City has received permission from the railroad company to install a connecting
sidewalk on Walkers Ave. and the project has been completed.



