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TO:  Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
FROM: City of Elizabeth City  
 
REF:  The Manager’s Corner ~ December 2, 2022 
 
COPY: Email Distribution 
 
 

Elizabeth City Downtown, Inc.: 
 
The 2022 
Holiday 
Celebration & 
Grand 
Illumination 
event is 
always the 
official start 
of the holiday 
season in 
Elizabeth 
City! Few 
things build 
connections 
like an old-
fashioned 
holiday 
celebration 
where the community comes together for the official “lighting of the holiday 
lights” on Main Street, followed by caroling, hot cocoa, whispering your gift 
wishes into Santa’s ear, and many other activities.  Elizabeth City Downtown Inc. 
partnered with downtown businesses to organize a festive evening of fun to start 
the holiday season off in a merry way. The festivities were held, as tradition, the 
Friday evening after Thanksgiving and began with the lighting ceremony at the 
Pasquotank County Courthouse and continued down Main Street toward the 
waterfront. The event was emcee’d by Bill Lauten, who also provided 
entertainment, in addition to Danny Tate and the River City Strings. Invocation 
was given by Pastor Darius Horton. Mayor Kirk Rivers and Pasquotank County  
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Board of Commissioners Chair Lloyd Griffin  
offered warm welcomes to the community. 
The ceremonial “Flipping of the Switch” was 
performed by Councilman Johnson Biggs, 
his wife Elizabeth, and daughter Livi. 
Holiday lights and decorations were installed 
by the Elizabeth City Utilities Department. 
Entertainment and Christmas Carols and 
many amazing kid- and family-oriented 
activities/experiences were hosted in the 
streets and businesses. There were over 
1,000 people in attendance and 
participating in this year’s festivities! 
 
The annual Downtown Christmas Window 
Decorating Contest begins November 25th 
and continues through New Year's Eve 
(December 31st). Wander downtown and 
view the beautifully decorated holiday 
windows. Talk about classic holiday 

nostalgia... Downtown has it!  Vote for your favorite downtown holiday window 
through December 31st! We will have a community selection and a juried 
selection, and both will receive trophies. Print the ballot or pick up a ballot at any 
of the participating businesses. Return your completed ballot to any location or 
drop in the ECDI mailbox at 106 Sourth Water Street. Snap photos, post to our 
page or tag us, or hashtag them: #ECDowntownWindows2023 
#ChristmasinElizabethCity 
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ECDI’s December First Friday ArtWalk – December 2nd, 4:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
The downtown holiday lights are lit and the storefront windows are decorated for 
the annual Christmas Window Decorating contest. First Friday is a great kickoff 
for that contest. Ballots are available at participating stores. Be prepared for 
Santa Sightings -- Santa will magically appear in multiple locations – He will be 
strolling around checking see if you’re being naughty or nice. He will be available 
for photos and interactions at Seven Sounds Brewing Company, and he will be 
on a boat in the Lighted Boat Parade. There are 36 opportunities for experiences 
as part of December’s ArtWalk event. For those who love live music, it’s a 
magical time of year with 10 opportunities for live music during and after 
ArtWalk. Harbor Pharmacy is celebrating its one year “Downtowniversary.” The 
SPCA is bringing back their popular cookie fundraiser in the Virginia Dare Arcade. 
Of course, you don’t want to miss the beautiful parade of boats on the water 
after ArtWalk at 7:00 p.m. at the Downtown Waterfront hosted by the 
Pasquotank River Yacht Club.  
 
If you haven’t started your holiday shopping this year, it’s the perfect time to 
start. When you shop local, you don’t have to worry about shipping delays or 
porch package thieves. Bring the kiddos along, not only for Santa interactions, 
but interactions with characters of Leponic Studios upcoming series Batman! The 
Darker Knight. Have a photo with the Merry Christmas Yard Art by the Yard Art 
Queen.  It will be located at Mariners’ Wharf Park.   
 
Don’t forget that the Pasquotank River Yacht Club will be hosting its Annual 
Lighted Boat Parade on the water immediately after ArtWalk, starting at 7:00 
p.m. A great place to watch the parade while dining is at Paradiso Roma 
Ristorante or Groupers Restaurant. The boats will be visible along the entire 
stretch of the downtown waterfront, so there will be plenty of room for socially-
distances viewing. You can also view from Mariners’ Wharf Park or Moth Boat 
Park.  Santa will be there, and glow sticks will be handed out to the kiddos.   
 
The Hot Cocoa Crawl is in full sipping swing. ArtWalk is a great evening to start 
(or continue) your cocoa crawl experience. Visit  www.HotCocoaCapital.com for 
all locations and experiences.  
 
Catch a ride from Public Parking to the ArtWalk in the new ECDI SMV transport 
vehicle. Rides given from 4:00-7:30 p.m.  
 
For more info about First Friday ArtWalk, please contact Elizabeth City Downtown 
at 252-338-4104 or email at elizabethcitydowntown@embarqmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hotcocoacapital.com/
mailto:elizabethcitydowntown@embarqmail.com
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PRYC Lighted Boat Parade – Friday, December 2nd, 7:00 p.m.  
 
Award-winning Lighted Boat Parade – December 2nd, 7:00 p.m., Downtown 
Waterfront (immediately after First Friday ArtWalk).  The Pasquotank River Yacht 
Club is teaming up with ECDI, the US Coast Guard, River City Rowing Club, and 
the City of EC to make this event even more fabulous than it has been in the 
past. Yacht Club members will coordinate and schedule the actual parade of 
festive boats, and ECDI will help promote the event on land. A parade of 
festively decorated and lighted boats of all sizes and kinds will circle the harbor 
for your enjoyment. 
 
The best areas to gather and watch are Mariners’ Wharf Park and Moth Boat 
Park. Cheer on the crews of the beautiful boats from the Winter Wonderland of 
Mariners’ Wharf Park where green and red glow sticks will be handed out to kids 
and kids at heart. There will also be a wandering Santa and other activities and 
treats. 
 



 5 

To enter your boat in the parade, contact Debbie B. of the PRYC at 252-340-
2712 or debbieb@centurylink.net  You do not have to be a member of the Yacht 
Club to participate, but you do need to contact them to participate.  For more 
information about land festivities, contact Debbie at ECDI 252-338-4104 or 
elizabethcitydowntown@embarqmail.com. Free and open to all. 
**The Lighted Boat Parade of Elizabeth City was named one of the 
Southeast Tourism Society's Top 20 Events in the Southeast for 
December 2020.** 
 
Elizabeth City’s Hot Cocoa Crawl, November 25th through January 15th  
 

From www.Hotcocoacapital.com - There’s 
nothing like the holidays to transform the 
Harbor of Hospitality® into 
“The Hot Cocoa Capital of the World!”  Join 
us from November 25th to January 15th for 
Elizabeth City’s 2nd Annual Hot Cocoa Crawl! To 
celebrate this timeless, holiday cup-of-joy, local 
businesses have united to create a trail of the 
yummiest hot chocolate treats and cocoa-
inspired experiences for locals and visitors to sip 
and savor. From tradition-with-a-twist to 
chocolate-infused cocktails to handcrafted 

cocoa-themed gifts — our community-wide Hot Cocoa Crawl has something to 
satisfy everyone from Scrooge to Santa. Along with the coziest mugs of 
chocolatey goodness, we’ve decked-out downtown and created a sleigh-full of 
local events — including the “Christmas Around the World” parade — to make 
the holidays in Elizabeth City extra special. Here’s a printable list of participating 
businesses (as of November 15th). For more information about this and other 
Christmas activities in and around Elizabeth City, visit 
www.ChristmasInElizabethCity.com  
 
 
Fire Department: 
 
The Elizabeth City Fire Department has been busy training over the last two 
weeks. Pictured below are two different trainings to help our senior firefighters 
maintain their skills while teaching our newest firefighters what it takes to 
become a senior firefighter. On the left, personnel were working on pump 
operations at the fire station so they are ready for any situation they may 
encounter. On the right is a training fire that was done on the 21st of this month. 
This house was given to the fire department for training and our personnel took 
full advantage of this opportunity. Training is hard work, but when you love what 
you do it’s not work at all. 
 
 

mailto:debbieb@centurylink.net
mailto:elizabethcitydowntown@embarqmail.com
https://visitelizabethcity.com/pdfs/Hot-Cocoa-Capital-11-15-22.pdf
http://www.christmasinelizabethcity.com/
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Also, on Wednesday November 23rd, the Elizabeth City Fire Department Fire 
Prevention Bureau partnered with Parks and Rec to host a blood drive. Our initial 
goal was to collect 12 units of blood - We ended up collecting 19! Thank you to 
all of those who came out and supported this worthy cause. 
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Human Resources: 
 
On Friday, December 9th, HR staff arranged for The Albemarle Regional Health 
Services to administer onsite flu inoculations for all city employees and their 
family at no cost.  Being vaccinated is the most effective way to help the body 
strengthen its immunity against infection and prevent contracting the influenza 
virus and passing it on to others.  Flu vaccination is an important tool for people 
with chronic health conditions and can be life-saving in children.  If past years 
are any indication, this flu season is likely to cost employers nationwide millions 
of lost work days and billions of dollars. The flu can take a toll on employee 
health, on the City’s productivity, and overall healthcare costs.  HR staff 
appreciates this easy, cost-effective way to help protect the City's team. 
 

 
 

Greetings all! My name is Latoria Harrell. I’m 
privileged to serve the City of Elizabeth City 
in my role as Human Resources Generalist.  I 
acquired multi-faceted experience in both the 
public and private sectors.  As a servant 
leader, my heart remains with Local 
Government. My goal is to contribute to the 
strategic vision of the City and make a 
remarkable impact in the workplace. Please 
know that as a southern belle, I have never 

met a stranger. I look forward to working with everyone as we all strive for the 
betterment of the City of Elizabeth City!!  
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Parks and Recreation Department: 
 
On Friday, November 18th, Parks and Recreation planted a cypress tree at 
Charles Creek Park for Elizabeth City Arbor Day. Arbor Day is typically celebrated 
in April; however, the fall is the best time of year to plant a tree in our zone.   
 

 
 
The final stages of planning are underway for tomorrow evening’s Christmas 
Parade. We received over 150 entries this year! Lineups were sent out and 
posted early this week.  The parade will take place Saturday, December 3rd 
beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Street closures will begin at 4:00 p.m. along the parade  
route, with no parking on Main Street beginning at 12:00 p.m. on Saturday. 
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Pull out those crazy Christmas sweaters and make plans to bring the family, 
friends and neighbors to our crazy, fun, Ugly Sweater Bingo on December 21st at 
Knobbs Creek Recreation Center from 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.!  
 

 
 
Police Department: 
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On Wednesday, November 23rd, several members of the Elizabeth City Police 
Department had the pleasure of being treated to a delicious meal at the Mustang 
Café on the campus of Mid-Atlantic Christian University.  The meal and time of 
fellowship was greatly appreciated.  President John Maurice personally came 
over to greet the officers, which was especially nice.  We were welcomed 
warmly, and we look forward to stopping by the café again for more meals in the 
future! 
 
The Elizabeth City Police Department’s four recruits who are currently attending 
Basic Law Enforcement Training are:  Recruit Amaya Simpson, Recruit Elginn 
Britt, Recruit Q’Vontes McIntyre, and Recruit Diego Ramirez.  All recruits have 
been successful in completing the course work and are anticipating taking the 
State Exam later this month.  The Elizabeth City Police Department is extremely 
proud of our recruits and look forward to great things in their future in law 
enforcement.  With the successful completion of the State Exam, the next steps 
will be to begin their field training process early next year.  Congrats, recruits 
and keep striving toward the pursuit of excellence in all that you do!  
 
The Elizabeth City Police Department welcomes newest member, Ms. Desiree 
Wood.  Ms. Wood began her employment with the department on November 
22nd and serves as the Part-Time Police Athletic League (PAL) Coordinator.  Ms. 
Wood, who is a native of Elizabeth City, is very excited to work with our youth in 
this way.  She will work alongside Community Resources Officer Jim Bray, who is 
also assigned to assist with the PAL Program.  Welcome, Desiree; we are so glad 
to have you as part of #TEAMECPD! 
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Christmas Holiday Safety 
Tips from Elizabeth City Police 
Department 

 

 
First and foremost, from the Men and Women of the Elizabeth 
City Police Department, have a wonderful and enjoyable 
Holiday Season! 
 
As you prepare for the upcoming holidays keep in mind your personal safety and 
the safety of your family and friends. It is very easy to become distracted with 
the extra demands placed upon us during this time of the year. 
 
Driving and Travel 

 Be patient, we all know how stressful the season can be with busy roads. 

 Remember that most accidents occur within 25 miles of your home. 

 Don’t Drink and Drive! If you have consumed alcohol, seek alternate 

transportation. Driving while intoxicated is a sure way to ruin the season, 

your life or someone else’s. 

 
Shopping 

 When shopping, carry your bag or purse. Don’t leave it unattended in a 

cart. 

 Use credit or debit cards for purchases. Avoid exposing or using large 

amounts of cash. 

 Place your purchases in a vehicle trunk. If no trunk, conceal your 

purchases especially if returning to the store. 

 When walking to or from your vehicle avoid becoming distracted by using 

your cell phone. 

  Park in a well-lit area, have your keys ready to open your vehicle when 

you return. 

 When shopping online use credit cards at trusted sites. 
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 Have packages delivered to your business. If delivered to your home think 

of an alternate drop off location i.e., side of house, or storage room. Have 

a friend or neighbor pick up package. Schedule a pick up. 

 
Safety at Home 

 Lock your doors and windows. 

 Let a neighbor know if you are leaving for an extended period. 

 Leave a light on inside and/or use a timer. 

 Have your mail delivery suspended if you plan on being away. 

 Do not place product boxes by the curb for trash pickup. 

 Contact Elizabeth City Police Department to schedule and extra patrol of 

your residence. You can do this via phone or email.   

 
Public Works: 
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Rivershore Road Bridge Replacement Project 
 
Geotechnical drilling was performed Tuesday, November 29, 2022 by Fishburne 
Drilling c/o of engineering firm AECOM to mark boring locations on the road. 
Additionally, overhead electric line concerns have been coordinated with Electric 
Superintendent, Bob Vannoy. 
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Interior Water Plant Rehabilitation DWI Project No: WIF-1956 
 
Since July 2021, the City’s Water Treatment Plant has undergone vast 
rehabilitation. Interior remediation is complete as of November 2022.  
Improvements included the rehabilitation of five 2nd floor filters and filter media, 
Filtered Water Turbidity Analyzer replacement, Water Sample Pump replacement, 
demolition and installation of two new Flocculators and Flocculator basin 
rehabilitation, 1st floor Pipe Gallery valve replacement and new SCADA systems.       
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