To: Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Reginald Goodson, City Manager
Stacy Williams, Director of Parks and Recreation

Date: July 9, 2025

Re: Consideration - Major General Hawthorne Proctor Wall of Honor at Veteran’s
Park Memorial Policy

This item was discussed during the June 23, 2025 Work Session. Modifications
were requested prior to its return on July 14, including the addition of the
Civil War as a recognized Period of Conflict and clarification that the four
eligibility criteria items are “either/or” and instead of all.
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‘ BACKGROUND:
1 In 2007, the City of Elizabeth City purchased a small piece of property located at the foot
| of the Pasquotank/Camden Bridge at 222 North Water Street. This site, which was
| formerly a service station, was secured for purchased by the City after obtaining a CAMA
| grant. Bulkheading and tank removal were performed prior to the purchase. Due to the
proximity of the construction of a new eastbound bridge, the area, known at that time as
‘ Spot Park, was irrigated and left as open green space.

‘ In 2010, then City Council expressed the desire to have a park to honor our veterans.
During construction of the new eastbound bridge, the site was temporarily leased by
NCDOT. It was proposed to use the lease funds from NCDOT to turn the area into what
is now known as Veterans Park. Working with members of several veterans'
organizations, the design featuring a monument and flags representing all branches of
military service was completed, and the park officially opened on April 7, 2017.

ANALYSIS:

On April 14, 2025, the City Council proposed erecting a memorial wall at Veterans Park
in honor of Newland native, Major General Hawthorne Proctor, the first African American
and first North Carolinian to serve as quartermaster general. Major General Proctor
retired in 2004 with numerous commendations, including the Distinguished Service Medal
and the Bronze Star. This memorial wall, known as the “Major General Hawthorne L.



Proctor Wall of Honor” will be constructed within Veterans Park and will aliow spaces
where other community veterans can be honored as well.

With the erection of the 520" memorial wall, staff recognized that a policy would need
to be drafted with guidelines detailing the process for members of the veteran community
to be honored or for families to honor their loved ones who served. Staff has drafted a
policy outlining suggested requirements, which includes the cost for memorial plates to
be placed on the wall. The memorial plates are proposed as 4"x12” plaques and will
include the full name of the honoree, along with the branch and dates of service. The
proposed rate for each plaque is $500, which includes engraving and placement on the
memorial wall. Submission of a copy of DD214 will need to be reviewed and verified as
part of this process.

Placard prices will be reviewed annually and may be revised due to associated costs.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

By motion, approve the attached policy for placard installation on the Major General
Hawthorne L. Proctor Wall of Honor at Veterans Park.
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MAJOR GENERAL HAWTHORNE L PROCTOR
WALL OF HONOR AT VETERANS PARK
POLICY

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to honor dedicated veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces who have made
significant contributions to the community within Elizabeth City-Pasquotank County. Elizabeth-
City Pasquotank County defines a “veteran™ as an individual who has served in the active Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, or Space Force of the United States and was
discharged or released under conditions other than dishonorable.

THE MEMORIAL HONOR WALL

The Major General Hawthorne L. Proctor, Jr. U. S. Army Retired Wall of Honor wall be located
within Veteran’s Park located at 222 N Water Street in Elizabeth City, North Carolina. The honor
wall is a 5" x 20" brick wall that will include a bronze cast aluminum name plaque for each
individual honored. The personalized 4™ x 12" name plaque will include; full name of the honoree,
branch of service, and dates of service. A single name plaque is $500 (debit/credit payment only).

ELIGIBILITY

An individual must meet the following criteria to be eligible:

e Must be a prior or present resident of Pasquotank County or have family ties to Pasquotank
County (Proof of Residency or birth records may be verified through the Clerk of Court or
copy of birth certificate to be reviewed)

e Submit copy of DD214 (Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty) to be
reviewed

In addition, an individual must have also met one of the four criteria:

o Received or have been awarded the following decorations, medals, badges,
citations and campaign ribbons:

» Medal of Honor, Service Crosses, Distinguished Service Medals, Silver
Star, Defense Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Distinguished
Flying Cross, Broze Star Medal, Purple Heart, & Defense Superior Service
Medal
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o Received the following discharges:

= Honorable, Medical, & General

o Received the following military status:

x  Prisoner of War (POW) or Killed in Action (KIA)

o Served during the following periods of armed conflict:

O

Qo

o 0 0O 0

Civil War: April 12, 1861-April 9, 1865

World War I: April 6, 1917- November 11, 1918

April 6, 1917- April 1, 1920 (veteran who served with the armed forces in
Russia)

World War I1: December 7, 1941- December 31, 1946

Korean Conflict: June 27, 1950- January 31, 1955

Vietnam War: August 5, 1964- May 7, 1975

Persian Gulf War: August 2, 1990- through date to be prescribed by
Presidential proclamation or law.

Operation Desert Shield/ Desert Storm: August 2, 1990- April 6, 1991
Operation Enduring Freedom/ Freedom’s Sentinel (OEF/OFS)
(Afghanistan): September 11, 2001~ August 30, 2021

Operation Iraq Freedom/ New Dawn (OIF/OND) (Iraq): September 11,
2001- December 15, 2011

Operation Inherent Resolve (OIR) (Islamic State): October 15, 2014 -
Present Day
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MAJOR GENERAL HAWTHORNE L PROCTOR
WALL OF HONOR AT VETERANS PARK

APPLICATION
First Name: Last Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Telephone: Secondary Telephone: Relationship to Applicant (if completed,
by someone other than applicant):
Email:

The personalized 4 x 12" name plaque will include full name of the honoree, branch of service, and dates of
service. A single name plaque is $300 (debit/card payment only).

Line # 1 (Full Name):

Line # 2 (Branch of Service):

Line # 3 (Dates of Service):

Please explain contribution or accomplishment of significance:

Date:

Applicant Signature:
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PART C: REVIEW OF DD214
ECPC PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT ONLY

Please review the DD214 form in-person and record the following information below. (Due to pertinent information,
please refrain from making a copy of DD214):
1. First Name (Last, First, Middle):

2. Department, Component and Branch:

P

4a. Grade, Rate or Rank 4b. Pay Grade: 5.DOB (MMDDYYYY):

12a. Date Entered: 12b. Date Separated:

13. Decorations, Medals, Badges, Citations and Campaign Ribbons Awarded or Authorized:

Date:

Staff Signature:

ECPC PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT ONLY

Application Status: Prior or Present Residency Confirmed (Pasquotank
County):

Approved Denied
Yes No  Other:

Date:

Director Signature:
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Location of Plaque:

Oath/ Affirmation (Notary Public Only):

State of

County of

. |Sign and sworn before me on this

(date) by

Applicant Name

Signature of Notary

My Commission Expires

Notary Seal:

June 2025




