Recreation Advisory Board
June 13, 2019
5:30pm

Minutes

Members Present: Eddie Spencer, Sean Lavin, Johnnie Walton, Debbie Malenfant, and Buck Jolly.

Also present: Sparty Hammett, Pasquotank County Manager, Corrina Ferguson, Visit Elizabeth City
Executive Director, Daja Gainey, Intern-Pasquotank County Manager’s Office, and Dexter Harris,
Director of Parks and Recreation.

Members Absent: Phil Hornthal and Herman Little
Eddie Spencer welcomed and called the meeting to order.

Mr. Lavin led the board in prayer.

April 2019 minutes were then approved.

No comments from the public.

Mr. Spencer asked for introductions for those who were in attendance of the meeting. Deja Gainey,
who is interning with the County Manager’s office, is an upcoming senior at William Peace University
majoring in Political Science. Corrina Ferguson introduced herself and gave the board an overview of
the relationship between Visit Elizabeth City and the Parks and Recreation Department. Working in
collaboration to drive sports tourism is the focus of the joint effort between these two organizations.

Ms. Ferguson then went on to tell the board about her different relationships in working with many
agencies/groups throughout the City and County. She advised the board about the upcoming
community research input session and then went on to speak about the need for a community
master plan.

Conversation was then had on the Economic Impact Calculator and how that tool can be useful when
calculating the economic impact within the area when tournaments are held on weekends, like at
South Park, and how that information can help with deciding future projects, locations, and/or
expansions of fields and complexes.

Mr. Sparty Hammett then introduced himself to the board.

Old Business

Mr. Harris gave the board an update on the new senior center project. Funding approval has been
obtained and the contractor has been selected for the project. Work will begin late August, early
September.

Mr. Harris then provided an update on the status of the work on Coast Guard Park.



New Business

Mr. Harris then advised the board that the Parks and Recreation is now overseeing the operation of
the Downtown Waterfront Market in house within the department.

Dexter Harris then updated the board on the plans for the annual July 4t Celebration to be held at
Waterfront Park.

Comments from Board

Buck Jolly asked where the park in the north of town stood. Commissioner Lavin and County
Manager Hammett provided the board with an update on that topic.

Mr. Walton requested that the board get back on the topic of naming the alcoves at the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Educational Boardwalk for the Children at Charles Creek Park. He then asked about
flags downtown.

Mr. Lavin made a motion to adjourn. Debbie Malenfant seconded. Meeting adjourned. Due to
summer vacations, there will be no July meeting. The next meeting will be held on Thursday,
August 8th at 5:30pm inside the Senior Center.

Respectfully Submitted,
Stacy Williams, Administrative Assistant on behalf of Dexter Harris



