To: Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Reginald Goodson, Interim City Manager
James Avens, Interim Chief of Police
April Onley, City Clerk

Date: November 22, 2024

Subj: Consideration — Hold a Public Hearing — Amendment to ECPD Parking

Violation Fines
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BACKGROUNGD:

In March, the Council authorized modifications to the Code of Ordinances as
related to Chapter 72: Parking. Within that Chapter, Section 72.01 was amended
to include K in reference to prohibition of parking a vehicle in more than one
space, and Section 72.15 further defined the prohibition of storing detaching
trailers or such on a public street. For Item K in particular, “"Double-Parking”,
ECPD had the item listed in their “ticket books” but there was not an
accompanying ordinance and it is imperative that our ordinances match our
practices. Those aforementioned changes were the first of several recommended
by the Police Department that will require changes in the City’s Code.

ANALYSIS:

The Police Department researched other municipalities across eastern North
Carolina including the Town of Edenton, the City of Rocky Mount, and the City of
Wilmington on their fines for parking violations. Elizabeth City’s parking fines are
extremely low, which may contribute to some of our parking woes. The ECPD
would like to order new ticket books with revised fines, but the penalties
associated with various parking missteps are listed in the Elizabeth City Code of
Ordinances and will require amendment by public hearing.

A list of violations and the suggested revised fines are included on the following
page:




Violation EC | Revision | Rocky | Wilmington | Edenton
Mount
Parking in Designated | 50.00 | 100.00 100.00 | 250.00 100.00
Handicap Space
Loading Zone 15.00 | 25.00 20.00 | 20.00
Excess 2 Hr. Parking 10.00 | 25.00 20.00 10.00
Too Close To Fire|10.00 | 50.00 100.00
Hydrant
Parking Wrong Direction | 10.00 | 50.00 20.00
Fire Lane 10.00 | 50.00 25.00 |50.00 10.00
Too Close To Intersection | 10.00 | 25.00
Obstructing Traffic Lane | 10.00 | 75.00
Cross Walk 10.00 | 50.00
Parking In Alley 10.00 | 50.00
Double Parking 10.00 | 25.00
Prohibited Area 10.00 | 50.00 15.00 | 20.00 10.00
Blocking Private Driveway | 10.00 | 50.00
Other 10.00 | 25.00 15.00 | 20.00 50.00

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

By motion, adopt Ordinance #2024-11-02 (attached) to revise the Elizabeth City
Police Department’s parking fines and penalties as defined in Section 72:
Parking, and as detailed above.




Ordinance #2024-11-02
An Ordinance Amending Chapter 72: Parking Rules
In the Code of Ordinances
And the
Corresponding FY 2024-2025 Fee Schedule
of the City of Elizabeth City

WHEREAS, the City Council believes that parking vehicles safely on the
municipal streets is of great importance; and

WHEREAS, the intent of Chapter 72: Parking Rules as found within the
Code of Ordinances and enforced by the Elizabeth City Police Department is to
improve the safety, health and welfare of all citizens within the City’s jurisdiction;
and

WHEREAS, penalties for violations and unsafe or otherwise improper
parking are addressed in 72.99; however, the fine has remained a flat $10 for
decades; and

WHEREAS, the demands and the expectations for the City of Elizabeth
City Police Department have increased over the years, but the parking fees have
remained the same; and

WHEREAS, after review of surrounding municipalities, it was determined
that Elizabeth City’s fines were significantly lower, and an increase was in order
to maintain parking standards; and

WHEREAS, during the November 12", 2024 City Council meeting, the
Council called for a Public Hearing, which was subsequently advertised and held
during the November 25, 2024 regular session, at which time a quorum of the
membership was present.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED that the City of Elizabeth City Code of
Ordinances is amended to reflect the following changes:




SECTION I.

Fees
Violation Old New
Parking in  Designated | 50.00 100.00
Handicap Space
Loading Zone 15.00 25.00
Excess 2 Hr. Parking 10.00 25.00

Too Close To Fire Hydrant | 10.00 50.00

Parking Wrong Direction 10.00 50.00

Fire Lane 10.00 50.00

Too Close To Intersection | 10.00 25.00

Obstructing Traffic Lane 10.00 75.00

Cross Walk 10.00 50.00
Parking In Alley 10.00 50.00
Double Parking 10.00 25.00
Prohibited Area 10.00 50.00
Blocking Private Driveway | 10.00 50.00
Other 10.00 25.00

SECTION I1. Effective November 25, 2024, Chapter 72: Parking Rules, Section
72.99 shall be modified to account for the updated fees as listed herein. Those
fines shall also be published within the City of Elizabeth City FY 2024-2025 Fee
Schedule for ease of reference.

SECTION III. CODIFICATION. The provisions of this Ordinance shall be
published as appropriate in the City of Elizabeth City Code of Ordinances and the
FY 2024-2025 Fee Schedule as soon as practicable after its adoption.

SECTION III. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. If any section, or part or provision of
this Ordinance is declared unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent
jurisdiction, then it is expressly provided and it is the intention of the City Council
of the City of Elizabeth City in passing this Ordinance that its parts shall be
severable and all other parts of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby and
they shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 1IV. The enactment of this ordinance shall in no way affect the
running of any amortization provisions or enforcement actions, or otherwise cure
any existing municipal code violations.




SECTION V. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect and included in the
City of Elizabeth City’s fee schedule from and after the date of its adoption. This
ordinance may be amended from time to time with the consideration of the City
Council of the City of Elizabeth and with the requisite Public Hearings associated
with such decisions.

ADOPTED this the 25" day of November 2024.

E. Kirk Rivers,
Mayor

April D. Onley, NCCMC
City Clerk




