MEMORANDUM

TEk Mayor and Members of the City Council
FROM: Eddie Buffaloe, Acting City Manager
Kellen Long, Community Development Director
DATE: October 8, 2021
REF: Hold a Public Hearing —Adoption of Guiding Principles for Redistricting
BACKGROUND:

During the work session held on September 27", a presentation was provided by Tara
Bright and demographer, Bill Gilkeson with Poyner Spruill to discuss the City's
redistricting timeline, the initial population data from the 2020 Census, and how Council
wanted to move forward with potential guiding principles during the redistricting
process. Ms. Bright explained the two required guiding principles that had to be
considered when drafting the redistricting plans are:

e To comply with one-person, one-vote constitutional principles, every ward’s
total population should be within plus or minus 5% of the ideal ward size; and

e Minority voting strength should not be diluted, but race should not
unnecessarily predominate.

Ms. Bright then presented Council with the following optional principals that could be
included when drafting two to three redistricting plans for Council to consider:

e In order to minimize voter confusion, wards should retain their current
configuration, to the extent possible (“core preservation”)

e Alternatively, the existing ward lines should not be considered except to the
extent legally required (“blank slate”)

e Follow natural boundaries and physical features, such as roads or waterways, to
the extent possible

e Use precincts as building blocks for the wards, to the extent possible




The optional guiding principles listed are in no way an exhausted list and additional
principals could be considered that are important to Elizabeth City and its residents.

ANALYSIS:

Following the presentation, the Council stated that they wanted to hear from the public
before deciding on the guiding principles to consider with drafting the two to three
proposed redistricting plans.

After the public comment portion of the hearing is closed, a formal resolution will need
to be adopted by the Council stating the guiding principles that should be considered
when drafting the two to three proposed redistricting plans.

During the next City Council meeting on October 25, there will be another public
hearing to receive public input on the redistricting plans before the Council officially
adopts aresolution to accept one of the proposed plans on November 8t,

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

By motion, adopt the attached resolution of the guiding principles to consider during
the 2021 redistricting process for the City of Elizabeth City AND call for a public hearing
to be held on Monday, October 25, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in City Council Chambers located
at 306 East Colonial Ave. Elizabeth City, NC to receive public input regarding the
proposed redistricting plans based on the adopted guiding principles.




RESOLUTION #2021 - #10-01

OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ELIZABETH CITY'S ADOPTING
GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR REDISTRICTING THE CITY’'S ELECTORAL
WARDS

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City has determined that its
current electoral wards are not in compliance with one-person, one-vote principles and
redistricting is necessary; and

WHEREAS, a list of proposed guiding principles for redistricting was presented to
the City Council in a public meeting held on September 27, 2021, and were set out in a
notice of public hearing published in the Daily Advance on October 1, 2021; and

WHEREAS, the public hearing on the guiding principles was held on October 11,
2021; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has received public input and determined the guiding
principles which should be used in revising the City’s electoral wards;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Elizabeth City City Council that the
following are hereby adopted as the guiding principles to be used in redrawing the
electoral wards for the Elizabeth City City Council elections:

1. Equal population, as required by state and federal law;
2. Minority voting strength is not to be diluted, but race should not
unnecessarily predominate, as required by law;
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Introduced:

ADOPTED this the day of October 2021.

April Onley, NCCMC
City Clerk




Bettie J. Parker
Mayor




