To: Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Montre’ Freeman, City Manager
Reggie Goodson, Community Development Director

Date: March 22, 2024

Subj: Consideration — Call for a Public Hearing — TA 02-24 Churches in
Industrial I and II

BACKGROUND:

The City Council directed Planning Staff to draft TA 02-24 to amend the Unified
Development Ordinance, specifically Table 9-3-1, Table of Permissible Uses and
Article XI, by allowing a church or other place of worship in the Industrial-I (I-I)
and Industrial-II (I-II) zoning districts as a use permitted by right. If approved
by the City Council, this use will be allowed in every zoning district in Elizabeth

City.

During the February 26, 2024 Council meeting, Mayor Pro Tem Spence stated
that a church should be allowed everywhere in the City. He further elaborated
that a church is currently not allowed in the I-1 and I-II zoning districts. Upon
researching this matter, staff found that this is somewhat common, as the City of
Greenville and the City of Rocky Mount also do not permit places of worship in
some business and industrial districts.

ANALYSIS:

Text Amendment:

Amend Article II Interpretations and Definitions §2-4 to add IX §2-
4.179 as follows:

2-4.38 Church or Other Place of Worship: A building in which persons
regularly assemble for religious worship and which is maintained
and controlled by a religious body organized to sustain public
worship and holding a certificate of nonprofit organization from the
Secretary of State.

Amend 9-3-1 Elizabeth City Table of Permitted Uses, Article IX §9-
3.1(A)
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PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:

The Planning Commission met on March 5, 2024 and unanimously voted to
recommend that TA 02-24 be approved. City staff is also of the opinion that this
item should be approved.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

*¥*This item will appear on the April 8, 2024 Consent Agenda as a Call
for a Public Hearing if moved forward by the Committee unless the
Council requests earlier action. **

By motion, call for a public hearing to be held on April 22, 2024 at the 7:00 p.m.
Regular Session meeting of the City Council, and directly following the public
comment period for the purpose of gathering public input on TA 02-24.




CITY OF ELIZABETH CITY
PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR SCHEDULED MEETING
TUESDAY, December 5, 2023
4:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT

Ernest Sutton
Suzanne Stallings
Gary White
Adam Swain

Also present were Reginald Goodson,
Eggar, Planner; Dylan Lloyd, Planner; Br
applicants.

Chairman Sutton called the me
quorum.

ebruary 6, 2023 Planning
eynolds made a motion
y seconded the motion. ALL

Ssioner Goodson properly seconded the
LINGS, WHITE. NONE OPPOSED.

Mr. Hall, se
follows:

Elizabeth City Code cs provides that public officials and employees be
independent, impartia ! responsible to the public; that government decisions and
policy be made in proper channels of the governmental structure; that public office not
be used for personal gain; and that the public have confidence in the integrity of its
government. In recognition of these goals and in keeping with the ethical standards of
conduct for city public officials and its employees, disclosure of interest in legislative
action must be stated for public record, as per City of Elizabeth City Code of Ordinances
Section 32.04. Any official act or action before the Planning Commission shall be publicly
disclose on the record of the Commission the nature and extent of such interest and
the Commissioner shall withdraw from any consideration of the matter if excused by
the Commission pursuant to G. S. 160A-75.

read the STATEMENT OF DISCLOSURE as
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