
 

 

Recreation Advisory Board 
April 11, 2019 

5:30pm 
 

Minutes 
 
 

Members Present:  Eddie Spencer, Herman Little, Sean Lavin and Phil Hornthal.  
 Also present:  Dexter Harris, Director of Recreation. 
 
 

Members Absent:  Debbie Malenfant, Johnnie Walton, and Buck Jolly.  
 
 

Eddie Spencer welcomed and called the meeting to order. 
 

Mr. Little led the board in prayer.  
 

March 2019 minutes were then approved.   
 

No comments from the public. 
 
 

Old Business 
 

Dexter Harris provided the board with an update on the plans for the new senior center to be located 
within the current Daily Advance building.  A preliminary sketch of the layout of the building was 
shown to the members of the board.  
 
 

 

New Business 
 
 

Dexter Harris advised the board he needed to add two new items to the meeting agenda.  One 
regarding Veteran’s Park and the other involving the Shipyard Property. 
 
Dexter Harris asked the board for their input on criteria involving naming the alcoves located at the 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Educational Boardwalk for the Children at Charles Creek Park.  Board 
members offered the following suggestions: 

 Do not name alcoves, erect plaque and add names to that plaque 

 Have names brought before the RAB Board once a year 
 Add 5 names per year 
 Honoree be deceased before added 
 Person honored would have made a significant contribution to education 
 Application for nomination would be presented to board; nominees would then be 

presented to City County and County Commissioners 
 First person honored be Jeff Simpson whom had the original thought of the boardwalk 

 

Mr. Harris then requested that board members email him any guidelines they suggested for this 
criteria. 
 
Dexter Harris advised the board on honoring medal of honor recipient Frank Miller, who was born in 
Elizabeth City, at Veteran’s Park on Memorial Day. Mr. Harris then led into that while the park was 
constructed to honor all veterans of all branches, more requests for individual honors have been 
suggested. Mr. Harris requested the board give their input on individual honoring.  The suggestion of 



 

 

the board was to leave as is, honor medal of honor recipients since that is the highest honor and let 
current Eagle monument honor all others, as that was the purpose of the monument and the park.  
Mr. Harris then advised the board on the potential future of the Shipyard property. Mr. Harris shared 
the desire to turn the property into a greenway that can be enjoyed by residents. Mr. Harris 
continued that the vision is to have boardwalks, boat slips/docking area, and a space for the public to 
enjoy for weddings, festivals, and concerts.  The board expressed that the vision was a great idea 
and would be great for the City.  
 

Comments from Board 
 

There were no additional comments from the board.  
 
Phil Hornthal made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Lavin seconded. Meeting adjourned. The next meeting 
will be held on Thursday, May 9, 2019 at 5:30pm. This will be a mobile meeting. Board members 
are asked to meet at the Senior Center at 5:30pm and then Mr. Harris will be taking members on a 
ride around to visit recreational facilities.   
 
 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Stacy Williams, Administrative Assistant on behalf of Dexter Harris 


