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MONDAY-7:00 P.M.           NOVEMBER 26, 2012               CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City held its second meeting of the 
month on the above date and time in the City Council Chambers of the Municipal 
Administration Building.  Mayor J. A. Peel presided with members J. M. Baker, R. 
T. Donnelly, L. M. Hill-Lawrence, L. A. Hummer, K. K. Spence, and J. B. Walton 
being present and M. E. Brooks and J. A. Stimatz absent.  City Staff members in 
attendance were:  City Manager R. C. Olson, City Clerk D. S. Pierce-Tamplen, 
City Attorney W. H. Morgan, Public Utilities Director P. A. Fredette, ECDI Director 
R. Cross, Human Resource Director K. W. Felton, Planning Director J. C. Brooks, 
Fire Chief L. M. Mackey, Electric Director K. F. Clow, Finance Director S. E. 
Blanchard and Interim Police Chief J. A. Manley. 
 
Mayor Peel established a quorum was present and called the meeting to order at 
7:00 p.m.  He called for a moment of silent reflection after which he led the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
1} ADJUSTMENTS AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Peel called for adjustments and approval of the prepared agenda. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman L. A. Hummer, seconded 
by Councilwoman J. M. Baker to approve the agenda as 
presented.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Hummer, 
Baker, Donnelly, Hill-Lawrence, Spence and Walton.  Against:  
None.  Motion carried. 

 
2} PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
There was no one present who wanted to address the City Council. 
 
3} APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
a} October 29, 2012 – Work Session: 
 
Mayor Peel called for action regarding the minutes of the Work Session held on 
October 29, 2012. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman L. A. Hummer, seconded 
by Councilwoman J. M. Baker to approve the minutes of the 
October 29, 2012 Work Session meeting as presented.  Those 
voting in favor of the motion were:  Hummer, Baker, Donnelly, 
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Hill-Lawrence, Spence and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion 
carried. 

 
b} October 29, 2012 – Regular Session: 
 
Mayor Peel called for action regarding the minutes of the Regular Meeting held 
on October 29, 2012. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman L. A. Hummer, seconded 
by Councilwoman J. M. Baker to approve the minutes of the 
October 29, 2012 Regular Meeting as presented.  Those voting in 
favor of the motion were:  Hummer, Baker, Donnelly, Hill-
Lawrence, Spence and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
c} November 13, 2012 – Regular Session: 
 
Mayor Peel called for action regarding the minutes of the Regular City Council 
meeting held on November 13, 2012. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman L. A. Hummer, seconded 
by Councilwoman J. M. Baker to approve the minutes of the 
November 13, 2012 Regular Meeting as presented.  Those voting 
in favor of the motion were:  Hummer, Baker, Donnelly, Hill-
Lawrence, Spence and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
4} CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Peel called upon City Manager Olson to read the Consent Agenda. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman J. M. Baker, seconded by 
Councilman R. T. Donnelly to adopt the following Consent 
Agenda as presented.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  
Baker, Donnelly, Hill-Lawrence, Hummer, Spence and Walton.  
Against:  None. 

 
Consent Agenda: 
 
a} Authorized the execution of the sub-recipient agreements with Elizabeth 
City Boys and Girls Club and the Police Athletic (PAL) in connection with the 
Middle School NC Catalyst Grant.     
 
b} Called for a public hearing to be held on Monday, November 26, 2012 at 
7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of the Municipal Administration Building 
for each of the following: 
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1} CUP-01-12 for Evangelos Alexopoulos to operate an Internet 
Sweepstakes Café at 101 Capital Trace. 

  
 2} RZ-01-12 by Weston McPherson to rezone 411 Westover Street 

from General Business to Residential R-8. 
  
End of Consent Agenda 
 
5} REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
a} “No Parking Signs” on South side of Riverside Avenue: 
 
Mayor Peel called upon City Manager Olson for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson advised the three remaining “No Parking” signs along Riverside Avenue 
all on the south side of the road.  One sign is located between Morgan and 
Hunter Streets, a second one is in front of the church and the third one is just 
west of Agawam Street.  The sign in front of the church was placed there at the 
request of the Church a few years ago.  The “No Parking” sign west of Agawam 
serves two useful purposes.  By preventing vehicles from parking from the sign 
to Agawam provides a motorist traveling easterly an improved line of sight to see 
cars traveling westerly as well as cars trying to exit Agawam onto Riverside.  
Secondly the sign is a demarcation of where the center line on Riverside begins 
to move toward the center of the paved road surface thus restricting the 
westbound lane width that allows for a parking lane as well as the two travel 
lanes on Riverside Avenue.  The third “No Parking” sign between Hunter and 
Morgan Streets has less functional use than the other two and it is in an area 
that sign distance for the motorist is not compromised and the street markings 
allow room for parking on the south side of the travel ways.   
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman J. M. Baker, seconded by 
Councilman R. T. Donnelly to approve the removal of the “No 
Parking” sign between Hunter and Morgan Streets and to leave 
the other two “No Parking” signs in place; and further to have 
Mr. Olson to contact representatives of the Church to find out if 
they still have a need for the sign located in front of their church. 
Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Baker, Donnelly, Hill-
Lawrence, Hummer, Spence and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion 
carried. 

 
b} Authorization to submit Building Reuse and Restoration Grant Application: 
 
Mayor Peel called upon City Manager Olson for comments. 
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Mr. Olson advised that Mrs. Doris Johnson applied for funding to improve a 
building she owns at 222 North Poindexter Street.  The Rural Center looked 
favorably on her application; however, she was unable to obtain bank financing 
for the project due to the country’s credit crisis.  Ms. Johnson has notified the 
City that she now has received bank financing and would like to resurrect her 
grant application.  She will be creating four new jobs and her request is for 
$20,000.  She plans to make the following improvements to the outside of her 
building: 
 
 *To restore the brick to its original color; 
 *Remove the brown shingles from the awning and install new fabric; 

*Replace and/or install Anderson casement windows on the north, east        
  and west elevations; 
*Install window boxes at the windows; 

 *Construct a cornice along the front elevation; 
*Install a roof-top garden terrace; and 
*Install signage on the awning to read, “Caribbean Cuisine or Island  
  Breeze” 

 
A motion was made by Councilman R. T. Donnelly, seconded by 
Councilwoman J. M. Baker to authorize the submission of a 
Building Reuse and Restoration Grant Application to the NC Rural 
Center for Doris Johnson in the amount of $20,000. Those voting 
in favor of the motion were:  Donnelly, Baker, Hill-Lawrence, 
Hummer, Spence and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
6} COMMENTS AND INQUIRIES ON NON–AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
Councilman Donnelly stated he had no further comments. 
 
Councilman Spence stated he had no further comments. 
 
Councilwoman Baker stated she attended the River City Community Development 
Youth Build and she was very impressed with the program.  She invited them to 
come before City Council and present to Council their program. 
 
Councilwoman Hummer stated she had no further comments. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Walton stated his concern regarding people serving on our 
boards and commission that are investigating the ECSU students.  He feels they 
are causing people to be bias toward the students at ECSU but yet they are 
serving on one of our boards or committee. 
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Councilwoman Hill-Lawrence stated she had no further comments. 
 
Mayor Peel stated he attended a meeting with Executive Director of the Research 
Triangle Park.  They have just finished a tour of the western part of the state 
and are now doing a tour of the eastern part in an attempt to come up with 
ideas on how the Research Triangle can benefit our area.  The meeting was held 
at ESCU and had about 50 people in attendance.  It was a very good meeting. 
 
7} CLOSED SESSION: 
 
Mayor Peel called for a motion to retire into Closed Session. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman L. A. Hummer, seconded 
by Councilwoman J. M. Baker to retire into Closed Session for 
consideration of the acquisition of property as per NCGS 143-
318. (a) (5); consultation with the City Attorney as per NCGS 
143-318.11 (a) (3); discussion of a Personnel Matter as per NCGS 
143-318.11 (a) (6); and consideration of Closed Session Minutes 
as per NCGS 143-318.10 (e).  Those voting in favor of the motion 
were:  Hummer, Baker, Donnelly, Hill-Lawrence, Spence and 
Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried.  

 
8} RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION: 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman L. A. Hummer, seconded 
by Councilman K. K. Spence to return to regular session of City 
Council.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Hummer, 
Spence, Baker, Donnelly, Hill-Lawrence and Walton.  Against:  
None.  Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Peel declared the meeting back into full session. 
 
9} ITEMS FROM CLOSED SESSION:  
 
a} Acquisition of Property: 
 
Mayor Peel called for the pleasure of City Council regarding the acquisition of 
property as discussed in Closed Session 
 

A motion was made Councilman K. K. Spence, seconded by 
Councilwoman L. M. Hill-Lawrence to accept the property from 
Mr. Jeanette as discussed in Closed Session.  Those voting in 
favor of the motion were:  Spence, Hill-Lawrence, Baker, 
Donnelly, Hummer and Walton.   Against:  None.   Motion carried. 
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b} Closed Session Minutes: 
 
Mayor Peel called for action regarding the Closed Session minutes as presented 
in the Closed Session. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman L. A. Hummer,  seconded 
by Councilwoman J. M. Baker to approve the Closed Session 
minutes that were presented in the Closed Session.  Those voting 
in favor of the motion were:  Hummer, Baker, Donnelly, Hill-
Lawrence, Spence and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
10} ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Council at this time, 
Mayor J. W. Peel adjourned the meeting at 8:16 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
      City Clerk 
 
 
 
_________________________________  
Joseph W. Peel 
Mayor 
 
 


