
MONDAY-7:00 P.M.             NOVEMBER 13, 2006           CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City held its first meeting of the month 
on the above date and time in the City Council Chambers of the Municipal 
Administration Building with Mayor C. L. Foster presiding.  Councilors attending 
were:  J. M. Baker, M. E. Brooks, L. A. Hummer, B. S. Meggs, E. K. Rivers, D. K. 
Stallings, J. A. Stimatz and J. B. Walton.  Staff members attending were:  City 
Manager R. C. Olson, City Clerk D. S. Pierce-Tamplen, City Attorney W. H. 
Morgan, Deputy City Clerk V. D. White, Inspections Director S. E. Ward, Fire 
Chief W. C. Pritchard, Interim Public Utilities Director C. Classen, Interim Police 
Chief G. F. Koch, Electric Superintendent K. F. Clow, Finance Director S. E. 
Blanchard and Human Resource Director K. W. Felton. 
 
Mayor Foster opened the meeting by welcoming those attending.  He gave the 
invocation after which he called for a moment of silence for the passing of Paul 
Brooks, husband of Planning Director J. C. Brooks. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilman J. A. Stimatz to lead the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
1} AGENDA APPROVAL:
 
Mayor Foster called for any deletions and/or additions to the prepared agenda. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer asked to add to the prepared agenda, a “Special 
Veteran’s Day Certificate of Honor” for Ms. Shirley Spaeth, and add to 
the Consent Agenda, Authorization to submit an application for $2500 to 
the Tourism Development Authority. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilwoman J. M. Baker to approve the agenda as presented to 
include the above stated items.  Those voting in favor of the 
motion were:  Rivers, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, 
Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
2} PRESENATION OF PROCLAMATIONS:
 
a} International Week – November 13-17, 2006: 
 



Mayor Foster called Dr. Bonita Ewers to the podium.  He presented her a 
proclamation proclaiming the week of November 13-17, 2006 as “International 
Week” in Elizabeth City. 
 
Dr. Ewers stated that a variety of events and activities are planned as part of the 
International Week celebration at Elizabeth City State University.  She invited 
everyone to attend these events. 
 
b} Special Veteran’s Day Certificate:
 
Mayor Foster presented to Mrs. Shirley Spaeth a special Veterans’ Day Certificate 
for her devotion to our country’s servicemen as an Army Nurse in World War II. 
 
Mrs. Spaeth made a few remarks. 
 
c} Certificate of Recognition:
 
Mayor Foster presented to Chancellor Gilchrist a Certificate of Recognition 
recognizing the Elizabeth City State University 2006 Vikings Football Team. 
 
Dr. Gilchrist paid tribute to the Vikings team for their outstanding achievements 
and praise them for their display of sportsmanship and leadership.   
 
3} COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:
 
There being one individual signed up to speak under this section of the agenda, 
Deputy Clerk V. D. White called Ramona Gilbert to the podium. 
 
Ms. Gilbert presented on behalf of the Oak Grove Property Owners, their opinion 
on the annexation of Oak Grove and subsequent problems.  She asked for a 
meeting between the City officials and the residents of Oak Grove. 
 
4} APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
 
a} October 9, 2006 Regular Meeting: 
 
Mayor Foster called for action regarding the minutes of the October 9, 2006 City 
Council meeting. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman J. A. Stimatz to approve the minutes with minor 
corrections of the October 9, 2006 City Council meeting.  Those 
voting in favor of the motion were:  Rivers, Stimatz, Baker, 



Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings and Walton.  Against:  None.  
Motion carried. 

 
b} October 23, 2006 Work Session:
 
Mayor Foster called for action regarding the minutes of the October 23, 2006 
Work Session meeting. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman J. A. Stimatz to approve the minutes of the October 
23, 2006 Work Session meeting.  Those voting in favor of the 
motion were:  Rivers, Stimatz, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, 
Stallings and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
c} October 23, 2006 Regular Meeting:
 
Mayor Foster called for action regarding the minutes of the October 23, 2006 
Regular meeting. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman J. A. Stimatz to approve the minutes, with minor 
corrections, of the October 23, 2006 Regular Meeting.  Those 
voting in favor of the motion were:  Rivers, Stimatz, Baker, 
Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings and Walton.  Against:  None.  
Motion carried. 

 
5} CONSENT AGENDA:
 
Mayor Foster asked the City Manager to read the Consent Agenda.  Following, he 
called for a motion of approval. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman J. M. Baker, seconded by 
Councilman E. K. Rivers to approve the following consent agenda 
as presented.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Baker, 
Rivers, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  
Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
Consent Agenda:
 
a} Adopted the following Resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION #06111 

AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE AND SALE OF 
MULTIFAMILY HOUSING REVENUE BONDS (WALKER  



LANDING APARTMENTS), SERIES 2006 
 

   WHEREAS, the city is authorized to act as a housing authority pursuant to 
 § 160A-456 and Chapter 157 of the North Carolina General Statutes; and 
 
   WHEREAS, Walker Landing, LLC, a North Carolina limited liability company, or 
an affiliated or related entity (the “Borrower”), has requested that the City assist 
in financing a portion of the cost of the acquisition, rehabilitation and equipping  
of a multifamily residential rental project to be known as Walker Landing 
Apartments, consisting of approximately 155 units and located at 1003 Walker 
Avenue in the City of Elizabeth City, Pasquotank County, North Carolina (the 
“Development”), and the City has agreed to do so; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the City proposes to issue its Multifamily Housing Revenue Bonds 
(Ginnie Mae Collateralized Mortgage Loan-Walker Landing Apartments), Series 
2006A in an aggregate principal amount of not to exceed $4,750,000 (the “Series 
A Bonds”) and its Multifamily Housing Revenue Bonds, (Ginnie Mae Collateralized 
Mortgage Loan – Walker Landing Apartments), Taxable Series 2006B in an 
aggregate principal amount of not to exceed $2,000,000 (the “Series B Bonds” 
and together with the Series A Bonds, the “Bonds”); and 
 
   WHEREAS, the proceeds of the Bonds will be loaned to the Borrower for the 
purpose of paying the cost of the acquisition, rehabilitation and equipping of the 
Development and paying certain issuance expenses in connection with the 
Bonds; and 
 
   WHEREAS, there have been presented to this meeting the forms of the 
following instruments which the City proposes to execute to carry out the 
transactions described above, copies of which instruments shall be filed with the 
records of the City: 
 
a} Trust Indenture dated as of December 1, 2006 (the “Indenture”) between 
the City and US Bank National Association, as trustee (the “Trustee”), authorizing 
the issuance of the Bonds and providing for the terms and details thereof and 
the security therefore; 
 
b} Loan Agreement dated as of December 1, 2006 (the “Loan Agreement”) 
between the City, AGM Financial Services, Inc., as lender (the “Lender”), the 
Trustee and the Borrower, providing for the terms and conditions pursuant to 
which the loan of the proceeds of the Bonds will be made by the City to the 
Borrower: 
 
c}  Regulatory Agreement and Declaration of Restrictive Covenants (the 
“Regulatory Agreement”) dated as of December 1, 2006 between the City, the 



Trustee and the Borrower, pursuant to which the Borrower agrees to comply 
with the requirements of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the 
“Code”) relating to low and moderate income housing; 
 
d} Preliminary Official Statement of the City (the “Preliminary Official 
Statement”) relating to the offering and sale of the Bonds; 
 
e} Bond Purchase Agreement to be dated the date of the sale of the Bonds 
(the “Bond Purchase Agreement”) between the Borrower, the City and RBC Dain 
Rauscher Inc., doing business under the trade name RBC Capital Markets (the 
“Underwriter”), providing for the issuance and sale by the City and the purchase 
by the Underwriter of the Bonds; and 
 
f} Continuing Disclosure Agreement dated as of December 1, 2006, among 
the City, the Borrower and US Bank National Association, in its capacity as the 
dissemination agent and in its capacity as the Trustee. 
 
   BE IT RESOLVED, by the City of Elizabeth City, North Carolina: 
 
1} The City hereby determines to provide financing to the Borrower for the 
acquisition, rehabilitation and equipping of the Development through the 
issuance of the Bonds pursuant to § 160-456 of the North Carolina General 
Statutes and the North Carolina Housing Authorities Law, Article 1 of Chapter 
157 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, as amended, the deposit of the 
proceeds thereof with the trustee and the advance of such proceeds to the 
Borrower in accordance with the Loan Agreement. 
 
2} The City hereby authorizes the issuance and sale of the Bonds pursuant to 
the Indenture and in accordance with the terms set forth in the Bond Purchase 
Agreement and the Indenture.  The Bonds will bear interest at the rates and will 
mature and be redeemed in the years and amounts all as set forth in the 
Indenture; provided, however, that the aggregate principal amount of the Series 
A Bonds shall not exceed $4,750,000 and the aggregate principal amount of the 
Series B Bonds shall not exceed $2,000,000; further, the Bonds are secured by 
FHA mortgage insurance with securities issued by the Government National 
Mortgage Association.  
 
3} The Mayor, City Manager or Finance Director of the city or his designee is 
hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver the Indenture, the Loan 
Agreement, the Regulatory Agreement, the Continuing Disclosure Agreement and 
the Bond Purchase Agreement to the other parties thereto. 
 
4} The distribution of the Preliminary Official Statement by the Underwriter 
to prospective purchasers of the Bonds is hereby approved.  The City hereby 



deems the Preliminary Official Statement to be “final” within the meaning of Rule 
15c2-12 of Rules and Regulations promulgated under the Securities Exchange 
Act of 1934, as amended.  The Mayor, City Manager and Finance Director of the 
City or his designee is hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver the 
final Official Statement (in substantially the form of the Preliminary Official 
Statement, but incorporating the final terms and details of the Bonds) to the 
Underwriter and the Underwriter is hereby authorized and directed to distribute 
the Official Statement to the purchasers of the Bonds. 
 
5} The Mayor, City Manager and Finance Director of the City are hereby 
authorized and directed to execute and deliver the Bonds in the manner and 
subject to the conditions provided in the Indenture to the Trustee for 
authentication and to cause the Bonds so executed and authenticated to be 
delivered to or for the account of the Underwriter upon payment of the purchase 
price therefore as provided in the Bond Purchase Agreement. 
 
6} The Indenture, the Loan Agreement, the Regulatory Agreement, the Bond 
Purchase Agreement, the Continuing Disclosure Agreement, the Preliminary 
Official Statement and the Bonds (in the forms of Exhibit A-1 and A-2 to the 
Indenture) shall be in substantially the forms submitted to this meeting, which 
are hereby approved, with such completions, omissions, insertions and changes 
as may be necessary to reflect the final terms of the Bonds, including any 
changes that may be required by any rating agency that is rating the Bonds and 
as otherwise approved by the officers of the City executing them after 
consultation with counsel to the City, their execution to constitute conclusive 
evidence of their approval of any such completions, omissions, insertions and 
changes. 
 
7} Any authorization made hereby to the officers of the city to execute a 
document shall include authorization to the Mayor, City Manager or Finance 
Director of the City or their respective designees to execute the document, 
authorization to the Clerk or any Deputy Clerk to affix the seal of the City to such 
document and attest such seal and where appropriate, to deliver it to the other 
parties thereto, all in the manner provided in the Indenture. 
 
8} Such officers are hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver 
any and all other documents, agreements, instruments, and certificates in the 
name and on behalf of the City as may be necessary or desirable to the issuance 
of the Bonds, including but not limited to nonarbitrage certificate, tax forms and 
other certificates.  All other acts of the officers of the City that are in conformity 
with the purpose and intent of this resolution and in furtherance of the 
undertaking of the Development and the issuance and sale of the Bonds are 
hereby ratified, confirmed and approved. 
 



9} This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
 

 

      ______________________________ 
      Charles L. Foster 
      Mayor 
 
 
___________________________________  
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
  

b} Authorized the execution of an Interlocal Agreement for election services 
between the City of Elizabeth City and the Pasquotank County Board of 
Elections 

 
c} Adopted the following resolution requesting that Roanoke Avenue be 

included in NCDOT’s Resurfacing Projects in District I 
 

RESOLUTION #06112 
REQUESTING PROJECT ADDITION 

NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
2007 RESURFACING PROJECTS IN DISTRICT I 

 
   WHEREAS, the City of Elizabeth City is experiencing unprecedented growth in 
population, residential property development and commercial expansion; and 
 
   WHEREAS, over the last four years, the City of Elizabeth City has invested 
over ten million dollars to upgrade existing infrastructure and construct new 
infrastructure to accommodate this growth; and 
 
   WHEREAS, a major sewer line replacement project has been completed along 
Roanoke Avenue, a state-owned and maintained road within Elizabeth City, 
leaving the road in a very rough condition; and 
 
   WHEREAS, this road is heavily traveled by citizens utilizing the Pasquotank 
County Health/Social Services Department and P. W. Moore Elementary School 
and using the route as a thruway from Halstead Boulevard to South Road Street; 
 
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the 
City of Elizabeth City that this request is hereby made to the North Carolina 



Department of Transportation that Roanoke Avenue be added to the 2007 
Resurfacing Projects for District I as a priority project. 
 
   ADOPTED, this 13th day of November 2006. 
 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Charles L. Foster 
      Mayor 
 
_________________________________  
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
d} Award of Bid for purchase of a sanitation truck to Volvo & GMC of the 
Carolinas in the amount of $178,704.00 
 

Bid Tabulation Sheet 
 

Amick Equipment     $177,685.00 
Carolina Environmental Systems     $201,830.00 
Volvo & GMC of the Carolinas   $178,704.00 
 
e} Call for a public hearing to be held on Monday, November 27, 2006 at 
7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of the Municipal Administration Building 
located at 306 E. Colonial Avenue, Elizabeth City, NC 
 

1} Consideration – To amend the Existing Year Four Action Plan for 
the Hugh Cale Revitalization Strategies Grant 

 
2} Consideration – To amend the original Year Four Action Plan 

Budget of the CDBG Strategies Grant 
 
3} Consideration – To approve the Year Four Action Plan of the CDBG 

Strategies Grant 
 

4} Consideration – Adoption of Budget Ordinance for Year Four Action 
Plan of the CDBG Strategies Grant 

 
f} Adopted the Fair Housing Plan in conjunction with Year Four of the Hugh 
Cale Revitalization Strategies Grant 
 
 



Fair Housing Plan 
CDBG #04-C-1334 

 
I. Indicate if the Recipient will be affirmatively furthering fair housing for the 
first time or has implemented specific activities in the past. 
 

First Time_______            Past Activities________ 
 
II. Identify and analyze obstacles to affirmatively furthering fair housing in 
recipient’s community. 
 

a) Fair housing awareness:  Lack of knowledge of fair housing laws 
and regulations; 

b) Affordability:  Deficiency in availability of safe and decent 
affordable housing; 

c) Homeownership education:  Lack of knowledge regarding the 
process of buying a home, such as how to find a home, 
choosing a realtor, applying for a home loan and home 
maintenance. 

 
III.  Briefly describe the activities that the recipient will undertake over the 
active period of the grant to affirmatively further fair housing in their community.  
A time schedule for implementation of these activities must be included.  
Activities must be scheduled for implementation at least on a quarterly basis. 
 
First Quarter (January, February, March) 2007 
 

a) Distribute fair housing materials to various high traffic areas, such 
as the Customer Service Office of the City of Elizabeth City, the 
Pasquotank-Camden County Library and other locations. 

 
Second Quarter (April, May, June) 2007 
 

b) Sponsor a “Fair Housing Week” devoted strictly to educate 
residents about the right to fair housing.  During this week, the City 
will educate the public on Fair Housing regulations, along with 
other activities to be announced. 

 
c) Publish an advertisement in the Daily Advance about Fair Housing 

regulations and the City procedures. 
 

d) Work in conjunction with local radio stations to produce public 
service announcements information citizens of Fair Housing 
regulations. 



 
Third Quarter (July, August, September) 2007 
 

e) Create and distribute a brochure to educate citizens of the process 
to follow in order to file a discrimination complaint. 

 
Affordability 
 
Fourth Quarter (October, November, December) 2007 
 

a) Continue support to the two existing non-profit organizations 
providing down-payment and closing-cost assistance to eligible 
citizens. 

 
Fifth Quarter (January, February, March) 2008 
 

b) Continue federal mortgage and rehabilitation programs. 
 
c) Conduct a meeting in which citizens are educated on improving and 

maintaining credit files in order to improve chances of receiving a 
home loan. 

 
Homeowner’s Education 
 
Sixth Quarter (April, May, June) 2008 
 

a) Provide documents to various rental complexes to inform residents 
of the opportunity to become a homeowner.  The documents will 
explain the process of buying a home, such as how to find a home, 
choosing a realtor, applying for a home loan and home 
maintenance.  Financial counseling will also be available upon 
request. 

 
Seventh Quarter (July, August, September) 2008 
 

b) Create and distribute pamphlets explaining the home buying 
process. 

 
IV. Will the above activities apply to the total municipality or county? 
 

Yes_______         No_______   If no, provide an explanation. 
 

V. Describe recipient’s method of receiving and resolving housing 
discrimination complaints.  This may be either a procedure currently being 



implemented or one to be implemented under this CDBG grant.  Include a 
description of how the recipient informs the public about the complaint 
procedures. 
 

1) Any person or persons wishing to file a complaint of housing 
discrimination in the City may do so by informing the City Planning 
Department of the fact and circumstances of the alleged discriminatory 
acts or practice. 

 
2) Upon receiving a housing discrimination complaint, the City Planning 

Department shall acknowledge the complaint within 30 days in writing and 
take appropriate steps to address the issue.  If housing discrimination 
complaints cannot be resolved locally and if the complaints are valid, the 
City will inform the North Carolina Human Relations Commission about the 
complaint and cooperate as much as possible with the investigation and 
reconciliation of discrimination complaints. 

 
3) The City administration will publicize in the local newspaper and fair 

housing pamphlets the fair housing complaints procedures, and the local 
agency to contact with housing discrimination complaints. 

 
ADOPTED, this the13th day of November 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Charles L. Foster 
      Mayor 
 
 
___________________________________  
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
g} Adopted the following Equal Employment and Procurement Plan 
 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT AND PROCUREMENT PLAN 
NOVEMBER 13, 2006 

 
   The City of Elizabeth City maintains the policy of providing equal employment 
opportunities for all persons regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national 
origin, handicap, age, political affiliation, or any other non-merit factor, except 



where religion, sex, national origin, or age are bona fide occupation qualifications 
for employment. 
 
   In furtherance of this policy, the City prohibits any retaliatory action of any 
kind taken by any employee of the locality against any other employee or 
applicant for employment because that person made a charge, testified, assisted 
or participated in any manner in a hearing, proceeding or investigation of 
employment discrimination. 
 
   The City shall strive for greater utilization of all persons by identifying 
previously under utilized groups in the work force, such as minorities, women, 
and the handicapped and making special efforts toward their recruitment, 
selection, development and upward mobility and any other term, condition, or 
privilege of employment. 
 
   Responsibility for implementing equal opportunities and Affirmative Action 
measures is hereby assigned to the City Manager by the Mayor to assist in the 
implementation of this policy statement. 
 
   The City shall develop a self-evaluation mechanism to provide for periodic 
examination and evaluation.  Periodic reports as requested on the progress of 
Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action will be presented to the 
Mayor. 
 
   The City is committed to this policy and is aware that with its implementation, 
the City will receive positive benefits through the greater utilization and 
development of all its human resources. 
 
   ADOPTED, this the 13th day of November 2006. 
 
 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Charles L. Foster 
      Mayor 
 
_________________________________  
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
h} Adopted the following Local Economic Benefit for Low-and Very Low-
Income Persons Plan Year Four CDBG Program 
 



LOCAL ECONOMIC BENEFIT FOR 
LOW-AND-VERY-LOW-INCOME PERSONS PLAN 

YEAR FOUR CDBG PROGRAM 
 

   To insure that, to the greatest extent possible, contracts for work are awarded 
to business concerns located or owned in substantial part by persons residing in 
the Section 3 covered area, as required by Section 3 of the Housing and Urban 
Development Act of 1968, the City of Elizabeth City has developed and hereby 
adopts the following Plan: 
 
This Section 3 Plan shall apply to services needed in connection with the grant 
including, but not limited to, businesses in the fields of planning, consulting, 
design, building construction/renovation, maintenance and repair, etc. 
 
This Section 3 covered project area for the purposes of this grant program shall 
include the City and portions of the immediately adjacent area. 
 
When in need of a service, the City will identify suppliers, contractors or 
subcontractors located in the Section 3 area.  Resources for this identification 
shall include the Minority Business Directory published through the State 
Department of Commerce, local directories and Small Business Administration 
local offices.  Word of mouth recommendation shall also be used as a source. 
 
The City will include this Section 3 clause in all contracts executed under this 
CDBG Program.  Where deemed necessary listings from any agency noted above 
shall be included as well as sources of subcontractors and suppliers. 
 
The prime contractor selected for major public works facility or public 
construction work will be required to submit a Section 3 Plan which will out line 
his/her work needs in connection with the project.  Should a need exist to hire 
any additional personnel, the Pasquotank County Employment Security 
Commission shall be notified and referred to the contractor. 
 
Each contract for housing rehabilitation under the program, as applicable, for 
jobs having contracts in excess of $100,000 shall be required to submit a Section 
3 Plan.  This Plan will be maintained on file in the grant office and shall be 
updated from time to time or as the grant staff may deem necessary. 
 
Earlier in our project, prior to any contracting, major purchases or hiring, we will 
develop a listing of jobs, supplies and contracts likely to be utilized during the 
project.  We will then advertise in our local newspaper an advertisement, 
prominently located as a display advertisement, the pertinent information 
regarding the project including all Section 3 required information. 
 



   ADOPTED, this the 13th day of November 2006. 
 
 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Charles L. Foster 
      Mayor 
 
 
_________________________________  
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
 

i) Adopted the following resolution requesting NCDOT to study the 
installation of a traffic signal at Providence Road and South Hughes 
Boulevard 

 
RESOLUTION #06113 

REQUESTING FEASIBILITY STUDY 
NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATON 

TRAFFIC SIGNAL AT THE INTERSECTON 
SOUTH HUGHES BOULEVARD AND PROVIDENCE ROAD 

 
   WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City deems it to be in the 
best interest of the persons traveling on South Hughes Boulevard to make 
improvements at the intersection of South Hughes Boulevard and Providence 
Road; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the area in question poses a liability to those turning to and from 
Providence Road; and 
 
   WHEREAS, traffic flow at the intersection of South Hughes Boulevard and 
Providence Road is congested at certain times and is a safety hazard for the 
public; 
 
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of 
Elizabeth City that we hereby request the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation perform a traffic signal feasibility study to determine if traffic 
volume at the intersection of South Hughes Boulevard and Providence Road 
warrants the installation of a traffic signal. 
 
   ADOPTED, this the 13th day of November 2006. 
 



 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Charles L. Foster 
      Mayor 
 
 
_________________________________  
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
j} Approved the submission of an application for $2,500 to the Tourism 
Development Authority to be used for events associated with the playoff game of 
the Elizabeth City State University Vikings Football Team. 
 
End of Consent Agenda 
 
6} PUBLIC HEARINGS:
 
a} Application TA-03-06:
 
Mayor Foster declared the meeting into public hearing for consideration of 
Application TA-03-06 to amend Section 6-7.1 Non-conforming signs within the 
City’s Unified Development Ordinance.  He called upon the City Manager for 
comments. 
 
Mr. Olson asked to explain this particular item to Council.  This proposed text 
amendment will allow non-conforming signs to change the face panels without 
coming into compliance with the regulations of the Unified Development 
Ordinance.  You instructed staff to not enforce Section-7.1(a) (2) and 6-7.1(a) 
(4) relating to continuance of non-conforming signs.  The City staff did confer 
with David Owens at the Institute of Government and he informed us that we 
cannot do that.  Staff did bring this matter to the Council’s attention during the 
Joint City/County meeting and at that particular time, a call for a public hearing 
was made. The public hearing would cover the amendment to the UDO that 
would cover the issues that were discussed at the October 9th meeting.  Staff has 
prepared the code amendment based on the directions that City Council gave us.  
City staff brought this issue to the Planning Commission at their November 7th, 
2006 meeting and they recommended against the code amendment. 
 
Mayor Foster asked Ms. White if anyone had signed up to speak for or against 
the proposed amendment.  Upon a reply of no, he declared the public hearing 
closed. 
 



A motion was made by Councilwoman J. M. Baker to deny TA-03-
06 based on the fact that there are other appropriate measures 
in place that could be used in instances of non-conforming 
circumstances.  Councilwoman B. S. Meggs seconded the motion. 

 
Councilman J. A. Stimatz stated that he has some information that shows that 
currently UDO as it is written is unconstitutional.  To support an amendment that 
will continue to be unconstitutional is not in the best interest of our citizens.  He 
thinks that we should take some time to look this over until the attorney has 
time to look over it. 
 
City Attorney Morgan said that he would like to have some additional time to 
research this matter and report back to Council. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz to table this item 
and bring it back before Council at the December 12th meeting. 

 
Motion was denied due to not receiving a second. 
 
Councilman Rivers asked if we table this, will it allow business owners to be able 
to change the copy face? 
 
Mr. Olson replied that it would not.  This item was brought up due to the 
urgency of a certain business.  That individual will be barred from doing anything 
until the City Council gives general direction.  At the present, the copy area 
cannot be changed until the sign is brought into compliance.  He disagrees with 
the letter from the attorney because cities have for a number of years been allow 
to amortize non-conforming uses and it is one of the big issues that is being 
done.  The Supreme Court has ruled that seven years is a reasonable amount of 
time.  There is some conflict and he tends to agree with the City Attorney that he 
thinks that we need to research this further. 
 
Mr. Rivers asked if we vote against the motion that was previously stated, then 
we would continue.  That right there would keep the UDO the same. But, the 
way that it has been presented to staff is if it is voted down then we turn around 
and vote for it then that will allow just the change in copy, but not the structure 
of the sign. 
 
Mr. Olson said that is the way he would interpret that.  As long as you don’t 
enlarge the structure itself. 
 
Mr. Rivers asked if we pass it can we still instruct the attorney to research it for 
the future.   
 



Mr. Olson replied that if the council takes action either to approve or deny this 
zoning text amendment tonight that will end the discussion as far as the staff is 
concern because we would have been given our direction from the City Council.   
Once the Council takes official action then that is what governs the staff.  The 
advantage of continuing it is because we have just fulfilled the public hearing 
requirements.  If you decide to do something different or deny it and bring it 
back you will have to have a call for another public hearing and then the hearing 
itself.   
 
Mayor Foster called for Council’s action regarding the original motion. 
 
Councilwoman Baker stated that she would like to withdraw her motion in order 
to allow further investigation of this matter.  Councilwoman Meggs also withdrew 
her second to the original motion. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman M. E. Brooks to accept the following text change with 
the direction for the City Attorney to continue with the research 
that was given.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  
Rivers, Brooks, Baker, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and 
Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
ORDINANCE #06111 

TEXT CHANGE TA-03-06 
SECTION 6-7 NONCONFORMING SIGNS 

 
   WHEREAS, the City Council considered a proposed text change to Section 6-7 
Non-Conforming Signs of the Unified Development Ordinance; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the North Carolina General Statue §160A-364 requires a public 
hearing be held in order to consider the request; and 
 
   WHEREAS, The City Council held a public hearing on this item on Monday, 
November 13, 2006;  
 
   NOW, THERFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of 
Elizabeth City that the following text change TA-03-06 is hereby approved. 
 
NONCONFORMING SIGNS 
 
6-7.1 Continuance of Nonconforming Signs 
 
A} Signs in existence on the effective date of this Ordinance which do not 
conform to be provisions of this Ordinance, but which were constructed, erected, 



affixed or maintained in compliance with all previous regulations, shall be 
regarded as nonconforming signs.  Although it is not the intent of this Ordinance 
to encourage the continued use of nonconforming signs, nonconforming signs 
shall be allowed to continue and a decision as to the continued existence and use 
or removal of such signs shall be controlled as follows: 
 

1}  No nonconforming sign shall be changed to another 
nonconforming sign, except where a change in use or occupancy 
occurs which necessitates altering the content of a nonconforming 
sign, only the face plate may be changed.  No enlargement in size 
shall be permitted. 
 
2}  No nonconforming sign shall be structurally altered so as to 
change the shape or size of the sign other than to make the sign a 
conforming sign. 
 
3}  No nonconforming sign shall be re-established and all 
remains of the sign must be removed after damage or destruction, if 
the estimated expense of repairs exceeds fifty percent of the 
estimated total value of the sign at the time of destruction, as 
determined by the Building Inspector.  If damaged by less than fifty 
percent, but repairs are not made within three months of the time 
such damage occurred, the nonconforming sign shall not be allowed to 
continue and must be removed. 
 
4}  No nonconforming sign shall be relocated unless it is 
brought into conformance with the requirements of this Ordinance. 
 
5}  Normal maintenance and repair of a nonconforming sign is 
permitted providing the shape, size, type or design of the sign is not 
altered. 

 
B} Any nonconforming sign which is structurally altered, relocated or 
replaced shall immediately be brought into compliance with all the provisions of 
this Ordinance. 
 
C} Any nonconforming sign which (i) is a menace to the public safety, (ii) has 
been abandoned, or (iii) which has not been properly maintained, including 
cleaning and painting of painted surface areas and replacement of damaged 
parts, shall be removed after due notice has been given by the Zoning 
Administrator. 
 
6-7.2    Violations of Nonconforming Sign Provisions 
 



The Zoning Administrator shall order the removal of any sign maintained in 
violation of the provisions of this Section for which removal procedures are 
herein prescribed, accordingly:  The Zoning Administrator shall give ninety days 
written notice to the owner or lessee to remove the sign or to bring it into 
compliance with this Ordinance.  If the owner or lessee fails to remove the sign 
within ninety days after the ninety-day written notice has been given, the Zoning 
Administrator or his duly authorized representative may institute removal 
proceedings according to the procedures specified in NCGS §160A-175. 

 
   ADOPTED, this the 13th day of November 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Charles L. Foster 
      Mayor 
 
 
_________________________________  
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
b} TAMSCO CDBG Grant:
 
Mayor Foster declared the meeting into public hearing for consideration of 2004 
Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program for the sewer 
improvements to the Elizabeth City Regional Airport to support the expansion of 
TAMSCO.  He called upon City Manager Olson for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson stated that in May 2004, the City did receive a $1,000,000 Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) to help pay for the installation of a sewer line 
associated with the TAMSCO hangar.  We also received $425,000 from the Rural 
Center and we had a local match of $105,000.  According to the legally binding 
letter of commitment that TAMSCO executed as part of this grant agreement, 
they were to create 100 jobs.  They have created 185 jobs of the original 100 
they were to create.  60% of those jobs must be filled with low-moderate income 
and they have fulfilled that obligation.  As part of one of the HUD requirements, 
we must have a Closed-Out public hearing.  The closed-out of the monitoring 
visit will be held on November 29, 2006.   
 
Mayor Foster asked Ms. White if anyone had signed up to speak for or against 
this item.  Upon a reply of no, Mayor Foster declared the public hearing closed. 



At this time, no action is needed from Council. 
 
3} Hugh Cale Year Four Activities: 
 
Mayor Foster declared the meeting into public hearing for consideration of the 
Hugh Cale Year Four Activities.  He recognized City Manager Olson for 
comments. 
 
Mr. Olson stated that this is one of those public hearings whereby we are to 
gather input from citizens to determine what type of activities we should be 
looking at for Year Four of the Grant that we have concerning Hugh Cale 
Community.  At your November 27th meeting, we will come back with a specific 
action plan based on any type of citizens’ comments that we have tonight.  This 
is a requirement of the CDBG program. 
 
Mayor Foster asked Ms. White if anyone had signed up to speak for or against 
the grant activities.  Having no one to sign up, Mayor Foster declared the public 
hearing closed. 
 
No action is needed from Council at this time. 
 
7} REGULAR AGENDA:
 
Mayor Foster advised that the next item on the agenda is the consideration of 
the UDO Text Change Amendment TA-02-06.  This is to modify the UDO relating 
to fencing, parking lot improvements, temporary political signs and protest 
petitions.  He called upon City Manager Olson for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson advised that we have had some brief discussion concerning the zoning 
text amendment TA-02-06.  That particular zoning text amendment we had a 
public hearing at the last council meeting.  Because of some issues, Council 
decided to go ahead and table it.  That zoning text amendment deals with a 
number of different items, including fencing, parking lot improvements, 
temporary political signs and protest petitions.  The City Council requested that it 
be brought back and based on some discussions tonight, we may not want to 
approve all of it, but may want to approve parts of it.  You may want to table or 
give further thoughts to other parts of the zoning text amendment.   
 
City Attorney Morgan said that this is the item that he would like to have 
additional time to consider and that is the portion of the text change amendment 
that deals with temporary political signs.  He certainly believes that the protest 
portion of the amendment needs to be adopted as it brings the ordinance into 
conformity in with State Statute.   
 



A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz, seconded by 
Councilman J. B. Walton to adopt the changes with the exception 
of Section 11-1.3 the exempt signs.   

 
Councilman D. K. Stallings asked if he was trying to approve the $10.00 fee per 
sign. 
 
Councilman Rivers said that he can’t move forward with that one because he has 
a problem with the fences.  He asks that the author of the motion take out the 
part on the fencing and let that come back.  He has stated several times that he 
has a problem with the height of the fencing.  He would like to have it be higher 
than the six foot.  The last time that we talked about it we stated that we would 
voice our opinions and then we would get a new draft.   
 
Councilwoman Meggs said that she is the one that asked for it to be put in and 
June said that it was legal to do this.   It is because of a certain fence that has 
been erected in this City and if you go and look and see what they have done 
and there was absolutely nothing at that point that you could do about it.  It was 
done as a spite type of thing.  If we don’t do this then and you still have ten foot 
fences going up and it is just not fair and she is the one that said to go back and 
say that if the fence falls down during a storm that it cannot be put back up. 
 
Councilman Rivers said that one person would be affecting a lot of others.  If we 
raise it to eight feet he would not have a problem with it.  He thinks that six feet 
is relative low.  
 

Councilman Stimatz stated that he would amend his motion to 
change 11-5.1 (a) (2) Fencing in Residential Zones to eight (8) 
feet in the side or rear yards.  Those voting in favor of the motion 
to adopt the following ordinance were:  Stimatz, Walton, Brooks, 
Rivers and Stallings.  Against: Baker, Hummer and Meggs.  
Motion carried. 

 
ORDINANCE #06112 

TEXT CHANGE TA-0206 
SECTION 11-5 FENCING 

SECTION 11-2.4 DESIGN STANDARDS FOR PARKING, STACKING & 
LOADING AREAS 

SECTION 8-10 PROTESTS TO ZONING DISTRICT CHANGES 
 
 

 



   WHEREAS, the City Council considered proposed text changes to Section 11-5 
– Fencing and 11.2.4 Design Standards for Parking, Stacking and Loading Areas 
and 8-10 Protests to Zoning District Changes; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the North Carolina General Statue §160A-364 requires a public 
hearing be held in order to consider the request; and 
 
   WHEREAS, The City Council held a public hearing on this item on Monday, 
October 23, 2006;  
 
   NOW, THERFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of 
Elizabeth City that the following text change TA-02-06 is hereby approved. 
 
Section 11-5   Fences. 
 
The purpose and intent of this section is to recognize that fences serve legitimate 
private uses including security and creating visual buffers between properties.  
These regulations are intended to establish standards which maximize the 
effectiveness of the fencing while preserving the views of motorists using any 
street, driveway or drive aisle. 
 
Section-5.1 Fencing in Residential Zones 
 

A) The following requirements shall pertain to all fences, walls and 
hedges located on property within a residential zoning district 
(excluding the AD Apartment District): 

 
1) No fence or wall shall be constructed within any right-of-way; 

 
2) A fence or wall shall not exceed four feet in height in the front yard 
or eight feet in the side or rear yards.  A side yard is to begin at the 
building line created by the front edge of the main dwelling on the lot.  
For corner lots, both street frontages will be treated as front yards. 

 
3) When the visibility of motorists is, or will, be blocked by a fence or 
wall, the Director of Public Utilities may require a reduction in the 
height or an increase in the setbacks. 

 
4) The fence or wall shall not restrict access for emergency services to the 

property or surrounding properties 
 
5) Fences intended solely for enclosing recreation uses (tennis court, 

basketball court, baseball, etc.) may be permitted to use a chain link fence 
up to ten feet in height 



6) Hedges located in the front yard shall not obstruct the visibility of 
motorists using any street, alley or driveway 

 
2-1 Definitions 
 
2-1.1 Fence.  A physical barrier or enclosure consisting of wood, stone, 

masonry, wire, metal or similar material, used as a boundary or means or 
protection or confinement, but not including a hedge or other vegetation.  
Fences consisting of sheet metal or tin are prohibited.     

 
 
11-4. Design Standards for Parking, Stacking and Loading Areas. 
 
C} Improvements: 
 

(a) Required parking spaces, access drives, and loading areas 
shall be graded, paved and maintained with concrete, 
asphalt, or similar material of sufficient thickness and 
consistence to support anticipated traffic volumes and 
weights.  For industrial uses, upon the approval of the 
Technical Review Committee, assess drives, and loading 
areas may be surfaced with either a permeable (turf block) 
or semi-permeable (gravel, cobble stone or a semi-
permeable tar/gravel mixture, brick) material.  Such 
materials shall provide a durable and dustless surface, 
minimize runoff, and dispose of accumulated water. 

 
(i) Where permeable or semi-permeable materials are 
used, a retaining border, such as concrete curbing or other 
suitable material, shall be provided around parking lot area 
edges to aid in stabilizing the surface material. 

 
8-10 Protests to Zoning District Changes: 
 

(A) If a petition opposing a change in the zoning classification of any 
property is filed in accordance with the provisions of this Section, then 
the proposed amendment may be adopted only by a favorable vote o 
three-fourths of the membership of the City Council.  For the purpose 
of this subsection, vacant positions on the council and members who 
are excused from voting shall not be considered “members of the 
council” for calculation of the required supermajority.  In accordance 
with the provisions of § 160A-385 (a), provisions regarding protest 
shall not be applicable to any amendment which initially zones 
property added to the territorial coverage of the ordinance as a result 



of annexation or otherwise, or to an amendment to an adopted 
conditional use district if the amendment does not (i) change the types 
of uses that are permitted within the district (ii) increase the approved 
density for residential development, or (iii) reduce the size of any 
buffers or screening approved for the conditional use district. 

 
(B) To invoke the three-fourths vote requirement, the petition must: 

 
(1) Be signed by the owners of either (i) twenty percent (20%) or 

more of the area included in the proposed change, or (ii) five-
percent (5%) of the area within a 100 foot buffer around the 
entire boundary of the tract to be rezoned.  The 100 foot wide 
area does not include the area of any street right-of-way less 
than 100 feet wide. When only a portion of a parcel is to be 
rezoned, the 100 foot buffer shall be measured around the entire 
parcel. 

 
(2) Be in the form of a written petition actually bearing the 

signatures of the requisite number of property owners and 
stating that the signers do protest the proposed change or 
amendment. 

 
   ADOPTED, this the 13th day of November 2006. 
 
 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Charles L. Foster 
      Mayor 
 
 
_________________________________  
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
2} Lease Agreement for Resource/Training Center 
 
Mayor Foster called for action regarding the lease agreement with Hugh Cale, 
Inc. for the Resource/Training Center located at 524 South Road Street.  He 
called upon City Manager Olson for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson stated that during the City Council meeting of October 23, 2006, 
Council authorized execution of a sub-recipient agreement with OIC to provide 



certain services out of the new facility the City is building at 524 South Road 
Street.  To go along with that agreement there is a companion document that is 
actually the lease agreement between the City and OIC.  The lease is for a 
period of ten years with provisions for two five-year options for renewal.  The 
lease can be terminated with 180 days written notice.  The City will maintain 
insurance on the structure but OIC is responsible for maintaining liability 
insurance in contents and insurance.  The building cannot be altered or modified 
without the written consent of the City. OIC cannot sublease part of the facility 
to an incubator client without the City’s approval.   These are very similar 
provisions that the City has in all of our leases.   
 

A motion was made Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman J. B. Walton to authorize Mayor Charles L. Foster to 
execute the lease agreement with OIC for the building located at 
524 South Road Street.  Those voting in favor of the motion 
were:  Rivers, Walton, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings 
and Stimatz.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
9} COMMENTS & INQUIRES ON NON-AGENDA ITENS:
 
Mayor Foster stated that at this time he would go around the table and call upon 
the Manager and each Member of Council for comments. 
 
City Manager R. C. Olson:
 
Mr. Olson reported that this afternoon Stanley did approve a temporary CO for 
the building at 524 S. Road Street.  There is roughly twenty cosmetic items that 
need to be done to the building.  The contractor will be punching them out 
tomorrow and Wednesday.  We will turn the keys over to OIC on Wednesday.  
We are allowing OIC to move furniture and stuff into the facility starting 
tomorrow.  They will need to have programs up and operating by Thursday and 
Friday of this week to make the condition of the grant that programs are in place 
on November 18th.  
 
He also wanted to remind members of Council that he would not be at the next 
meeting of Council.  He will be appointing an acting manager in his absence. 
 
Councilman J. A. Stimatz: 
 
Mr. Stimatz asked that the cemetery issue be held until Mr. Olson is able to be 
here.  
 
Councilman E. K. Rivers: 
 



Mr. Rivers said that he would like to thank the Interim Chief of Police, Captain 
Koch, from the police department from ECSU.  They said that they appreciate all 
that you did to work with them during the homecoming events. 
 
He also asked to thank the City Manager for walking and trying to make it as 
smooth as possible on Southern Avenue in terms of where the band had to walk.   
He wanted to know where we were on repaving of Southern Avenue. 
 
Mr. Olson replied that at 10:00 a.m. tomorrow morning there is a pre-
construction conference with Barnhill.  We will be discussing several issues. 
 
Mr. Rivers continued by saying that we need to put Southern Avenue on the top 
of the priority list.  Out of the roads that need resurfacing, Southern Avenue has 
the largest traffic count.  Once the weather changes we may have to put 
Southern Avenue off until March and he can’t afford to listen to residents and we 
might have to start writing checks out for front-end alignments.  We need to 
make sure that we stress to Barnhill the importance of putting that first on the 
agenda. 
 
Also, he would like to thank the Chancellor for the statement that he put in the 
paper about that on the back of the Vikings buses they have Elizabeth City, 
North Carolina on it and he wants to thank ECSU for thinking of that. 
 
We need to thank Golden Corral for honoring and serving the veterans on 
Veterans Day.  When he rode by it was packed.  He feels that is one other good 
will. 
 
He wanted to thank Mr. Olson and his staff for working with ECSU for the 
homecoming events.  He was very active and very concern making sure that the 
City had good representation. 
 
He also wanted to thank City Council for their support with the homecoming 
events. 
 
Councilwoman J. M. Baker: 
 
Ms. Baker said that she wanted to make sure that we offer congratulations to the 
football team.  We wish them good luck this Saturday.   
 
She asked Mr. Olson to make sure that he sets up a meeting with the Oak Grove 
residents and interested parties to address some of the issues presented tonight. 
 
Councilman M. E. Brooks: 
 



Mr. Brooks asked the status of the gate in Oxford Heights that can only be 
opened in emergencies.  We bring it up but then it seems like it just dies.  The 
urgency is not to wait until something happens, but to take care of the problem 
before it happens. 
 
Mr. Olson said that they have not had their meeting with DOT, but we are going 
through the emergency evacuation plan right now.  We have not had another 
meeting with the resident control group of Oxford Heights because we really 
have nothing new to bring back to them at this time.  We are still working with 
the State litigation people and FEMA litigation people to see whether or not we 
can do anything with a partial buy-out program of those homes. 
 
He asked where we were on the patching of the Carver Street. 
 
The Public Utilities Director C. Classen said that was on the scheduled to do this 
week and depending on the weather when we will get to it. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer: 
 
Ms. Hummer said that she has a question regarding Southern Avenue.  The letter 
that was sent to Stan White, Commissioner of the Board of Transportation, which 
states that before DOT would authorize the resurfacing project on Southern 
Avenue, we had to repair all of the underground utilities which we have done.  
Now, DOT representatives have informed us of the shortfall of funds.  She does 
not think that we should be left holding the bag as it is a state street.  We 
entered into an agreement and we have had many talks about that.   
 
Mr. Olson said that the reason that the letter was written is that we are seeking 
at the request of DOT District Office, some supplemental funding from our 
Highway Commissioner, Stan White, to do that work.  DOT, based on our 
contract, is responsible for the costs.  That is one thing for sure.  They have 
limited amount of money within their budget and they are asking to use some of 
Stan’s discretionary funds to help backfill their money that they would be taking 
out for the project. 
 
Also, on North Road Street, the Second Ward Community Watch groups have 
expressed concerns for months about large trucks using Road Street instead of 
going the truck route.  The City Manager, some other counselors and herself met 
with DOT and they said that the only way they can enforce the truck is by weight 
limit and she doesn’t know how they are going to do that short of setting up a 
weight station.  It is still a problem as they are still ignoring the signs and once 
they get on Road Street, they don’t back up and turn around.  She would like to 
have this issue brought up in your talks with DOT. 
 



The resurfacing of Main Street looks really good and the lights looks really good 
also. 
 
Councilman D. K. Stallings:
 
Mr. Stallings asked for an update on the gun buy back program 
 
Mr. Olson reported that we have eight guns and have spent $250 so far. We 
have one more week to go. 
 
Mr. Stallings asked if it was possible to do some kind of reward for the mothers if 
they find the guns and turn them in.  There are a lot of guns in town and we are 
having a lot of gun shooting reports now.  We need to do as much advertising as 
we possibly can.  We need to do something before the holidays start. 
 
Councilwoman B. S. Meggs: 
 
Ms. Meggs said that she wanted to share with council an experience that she had 
the afternoon that we had our football game here.  She was invited to go to 
Edenton as the members of the National Guard that were here were given an 
award and she was invited to come over.  It was a great event.  As the service 
people would go across they would get their flag and then they would get a 
medal or an award saying that they have been overseas in battle.  Then there 
were eight that were given the Bronze Medal for above and beyond the call of 
duty.  It was a wonderful experience and she was there representing the City. 
 
She said that what they are doing in Community Imaging, we are still working on 
the Coast Guard luncheon for Thanksgiving.  We have that just about worked 
out.   
 
Also, she wanted to say that Ghost Walk was very successful.  She thanked Jean 
for her part in it. 
 
She wanted to mention that the play that is on at the Encore Theatre is great.  
She would encourage everyone to go see that.   
 
While she is on this part she would like to say that Elizabeth City State offers a 
lot of plays and events and if you didn’t go see   “Ain’t Misbehaving” you really 
missed something that was really worth going to see.  It was very good.  
Another thing that she wants to say is that Johnnie and she attended the naming 
of the building for Dr. Thomas Cardwell.  It was something that was very well 
done.  It was good to see all the guys that he had coached and the thinks that 
all of these people said about him. 
 



The last item that she has is a complaint.  There is on Riverside Avenue, two 
vehicles that are awful looking.  She is waiting for a child to come along and 
decide that they think it would be a great thing to explore, then having an 
accident.  She doesn’t know why they are parked there, but they have been 
there long enough. 
 
Councilman J. B. Walton:
 
Mr. Walton said that some people are going to the bank now. He didn’t know the 
impact of the first public announcement that there was a $2 million impact from 
homecoming.  Then they came back and announced that it was $6.9 million.  
That is a whole lot of million of dollars.  It is going to our pocket some kind of 
way.  It will affect Elizabeth City.  But, that is not the best.  The best to come is 
that there is another play-off game.  If we treat it the same way, the people that 
are going to the bank now before they get back home they have some more 
money to take to the bank.  Let’s try to support that as much as possible.  If it is 
coordinated right we will benefit from it. 
 
Anita said something pertaining to the paving of Main Street. We came back here 
at the last meeting and were saying how bad it looked, but that is just like 
surgery.  If you doing surgery it is going to look bad but then it looks better.  
You can’t judge something before it is finished.  He still thinks that there are 
some improvements that can be done.  Are we going to paint the front of the 
sidewalk that is yellow?  It looks good already.  There are still some things that 
we can do that will make it look better without using public funds.    
 
The last thing that he wants to share is that post 10-23, our last meeting.  At our 
last meeting we had an episode that he apologizes for, but it happened.  If he 
went to the newspaper and asked them to print something to show his side they 
wouldn’t do it.  That is why he is going to use this time to explain some of the 
things that have gone through his lifetime.  The issue was made public.  He was 
supposed to have called someone an enemy.  The opposite of enemy is not a 
bigot, it is not a racist, and it is not gang member.  The opposite of enemy is a 
friend.  He knows who his friends are.  He picks his own friends because of how 
they treat him.  Now, the meeting was on Monday night, two days later it was in 
the newspaper, the same day Bob Montgomery called him and said that he 
missed the meeting, but Tony called him and told him that he was baffled or 
surprise that the meeting went the way that it did.  Bob said that he didn’t go to 
the meeting, but he saw a tape of it.  If you didn’t go then he was really ignorant 
of the fact of what happened.  Someone else instigated the whole thing.  The 
newspaper the next day wrote a letter to the editor saying that he was a bigot, a 
racist, and he doesn’t know how those words came about.  His Mother and 
Father did not raise those types of people.  He came from a faith based family.  
So whatever, you are trying to portray him as that is not what he is.  Now, he is 



going back to that issue.  Mr. Gilbert came up here to make it public.  He met 
Mr. Gilbert through Mrs. Gilbert and he met her when they were going to 
different forums.  You know we were trying to plead our case.  On Election Day, 
she comes up to him and said it is not you that I am trying to unseat, it is Kirk.  
She said that she just doesn’t like Kirk in that position.    She does not know that 
you can not use the process of divide and conquer on him.  Kirk Rivers does a 
good job as a Councilor.  He is one of the best politicians in this city, so that 
does not work.  He is sensitive to what happened.  He told Bob Montgomery if 
you print it that way, in fact he hung up the phone and then he started thinking 
about it but his wife was edging him to call him back.  Don’t you remember the 
remark Tony made in Council and nobody even remembers that, so he called 
Bob back.  He said, Bob, if you write anything about what happened at that 
place that night you need to mention that he made a statement that stated that 
not everyone deserved the same qualify of life.  If he wants to play dirty pool, he 
could come to the meeting every night and mention that.  He asked him to 
please put that in that article.  But, he never read that anywhere.  When that 
was mentioned one time it was in a long article whereby they tried to hide it 
near the end.    That is not right.  The newspaper pushes certain people and 
they try to down other people.  Council people should not try to put each other 
down.  He believes that everybody deserves the same quality of life.  He would 
still like for Tony to explain that statement.  If he had said it, they would write 
about every day.  If some of the other council members had said it, it would 
have been written about.  But, for some reason they protect Tony.  He is 
sensitive to it and he doesn’t like it and if it is spite you are doing it for, you need 
to cut it out. 
 
Mayor Charles Foster:
 
Mr. Foster said that he wanted to commend and salute those who have attended 
the meeting tonight.  He wanted to thank them for their presence as well as the 
TV audience.  He wants everyone to know that this is your government and this 
is your council and as your Mayor, he appreciates your cooperation, support and 
your presence.  He noticed tonight that we have mentioned many things as it 
relates to things like the University’s football team, which he led it off, but he has 
noticed tonight that no one has said anything about Northeastern. He wants to 
say something about Northeastern High School Football Team.  They too are 
playing for championship.  They are playing for the State Championship.  They 
will have another game next week.  They just won last week.  Let’s lift them up 
too.  They are very good and they have one of the best football players in the 
nation out there.  He has established all kinds of records out there.  McNeil is his 
last name and he predicts he will be one of the most recruited football players in 
the nation.  Possibly he will have a very outstanding future in pro football.  Let’s 
lift up Northeastern and be supported of them.  If you can go to their next game, 
do it.   



 
 
10} ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mayor Foster advised that the above item concluded the agenda for this 
meeting.  He entertained a motion for adjournment. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilwoman B. S. Meggs to adjourn.  Those voting in favor of 
the motion were:  Rivers, Meggs, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, 
Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Foster adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      _______________________________  
      Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
      City Clerk 
 
 
__________________________________  
Charles L. Foster 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 


