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MONDAY-5:30 P.M. OCTOBER 27, 2008 WORK SESSION

The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City held its monthly work session on the
above date and time in the City Council Chambers of the Municipal
Administration Building with Mayor S. S. Atkinson presiding. Those attending
were: J. M. Baker, D. B. Evans, L. A. Hummer, R. E. King, B. S. Meggs, E. K.
Rivers, J. A. Stimatz and V. C. Watts. Staff attending were: City Manager R. C.
Olson, City Clerk D. S. Pierce-Tamplen, City Attorney W. H. Morgan, Deputy City
Clerk V. D. White, City Manager Intern R. Lyons, Finance Director S. E.
Blanchard, Police Chief C. E. Crudup, Human Resource Director K. W. Felton,
Parks and Recreation Director J. D. Overman, Electric Director K. F. Clow, Public
Utilities Director P. A. Fredette and Interim Fire Chief B. Overman.

Mayor Atkinson opened the meeting and welcomed those attending. He called
upon Councilwoman B. S. Meggs for the invocation after which he led the Pledge
of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

1} APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:

Mayor Atkinson called for the pleasure of Council regarding the prepared agenda.

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem J. M. Baker, seconded by
Councilman R. E. King to approve the agenda as presented.
Those voting in favor of the motion were: Baker, King, Evans,
Hummer, Meggs, Rivers, Stimatz and Watts. Against: None.
Motion carried.

2} PRESENTATION – FIRE ANTS:

Mayor Atkinson called upon Tom Campbell for comments.

Mr. Campbell spoke to Council regarding fire ants in our area. These pests pose
serious threats to people, small animals and agricultural equipment. As these
insects spread northward and westward more people are asking advice on how
to get rid of them. He discussed the different methods that can be utilized to
combat fire ants. Contact poisons and baits are two common ways to deal with
fire ants. Citizens that are allergic to insets are encouraged to invest in one of
the methods for treating their property. He encouraged anyone seeing a fire ant
mount to destroy it or call the Agricultural Office.

3} AMENDMENT TO CURRENT JUVENILE CITY CURFEW:
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Mayor Atkinson called upon Chief Crudup for an update on the proposed curfew.
He advised a copy of the minutes from the public forum were included in your
agenda pack. During the public forum, certain topics and areas of concern were
discussed. The Mayor’s Task Force has submitted a request to change the name
of the Juvenile Curfew Ordinance to Youth Protection Ordinance and to change
the hours on Sunday to Thursday 10:00 p. m. to 6:00 a.m. and Friday to
Saturday 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.

Wilbert Tatum, Chairman of the Mayor’s Task Force asked to speak regarding an
issue that the Task Force is very concerned about. They believe that the
purpose of the current ordinance is to protect our children. Their first request is
to change the name from Juvenile Curfew Ordinance to Youth Protection
Ordinance. They believe that the purpose of the ordinance is to protect our
youth. They feel the name Juvenile Curfew Ordinance presents a negative image
when people hear that. The second thing they are asking is to change the time
of our present curfew ordinance which is from Sunday to Thursday from 11:00
p.m. to 6:00 a.m. in the morning. Their request is to change it from 10:00 p.m.
on Sunday to Thursday to 6:00 a.m. On Friday and Saturdays our present
curfew is at 12 midnight to 6:00 a.m. in the morning. Their request is that it be
changed to 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. School activities and other types of
entertainment would allow for that to happen. There is a list of exceptions that
would answer a lot of your questions.

David Bates asked that you keep in mind that the Youth Protection Ordinance
that they are proposing is not to punish the youth but to protect them.

Councilman Stimatz stated he had a couple of areas of concerns. One in
particular has to do with when we define exceptions we talk about when you are
attending or traveling to and from an official school or recreational activity that is
supervised by adults and sponsored by public or private school, the city or other
government entity. It was pointed out to him that this did not cover an
establishment of a business.

Mr. Bates replied during a school night he thinks that the parents with a curfew
of 10:00 would be able to give their youth an idea of why they can’t go to the
movie at 9:30 at night when the curfew is 10:00 p.m. They can go to the 7:00
movie. Discussion ensued regarding the issues with the curfew and those having
permission to be out after the curfew.

Chief Crudup presented some statistics regarding youth arrests over the past
years. He feels that passing these two amendments would give the police
department a tool to use in helping our juveniles to be off the streets and in their
homes where they are safe. There are so many things that our youth can get
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involved in by being out on the streets late at night. The number one goal is to
reduce the fear of crime and reduce the threats to our youth in the community.
He believes by working together with the parents in this community the police
and parents working together we can solve many of the problems that relate to
juvenile crime in our community.

Lieutenant J. Young came forward and spoke about the proposed exceptions as
related to the Juvenile Curfew. He covered a few definitions as they apply to the
ordinance and he also gave a few examples of each one to help you understand.
One exception is if the juvenile is accompanied by his parents, guardian or
another adult person twenty one years of age or older and authorized by the
parent or guardian of such juvenile and having the lawful care and custody of
the minor. An example of this would be a 14 year old out with his adult cousin
twenty-two or twenty-three year old out to the movie theater with the
permission from the parents and later on they decide to go to Applebee’s to
finish the evening. He is not in violation. Another example would be the
juvenile upon an emergency errand as directed by his parent, guardian or
another adult twenty one years of age or older and having the lawful caring
custody of that minor; or is reacting to or responding to an emergency. The
emergency is defined in the ordinance. An example would be a thirteen year old
child who has to run two or three blocks down the street at one o’clock in the
morning to get an inhaler for his mother who may be having difficulty breathing.
Another is the juvenile is engaged in a lawful employment activity or is using a
direct route to and from a place of employment. An example would be a sixteen
year old child living out by Northeastern High School and working at one of the
fast food chains on Ehringhaus Street. If he takes a direct route home he is fine
but if he takes a detour by Camden then he is in violation. Another is the
juvenile is attending or traveling directly to and from an activity involving the
exercise of the first amendment rights of free speech, freedom of assembly or
freedom to exercise the freedom of religion. An example would be a sixteen
year old child after a ballgame late at night on a Friday evening may have a
church lock-in. He walks from the school to the lock-in. He is not in violation.
The fifth exclusion is the juvenile is in a motor vehicle with parental consent for
normal travel with interstate or intrastate travel through the City being accepted
in all cases from this section. An example would be a sixteen year old child with
his driving license traveling from Camden through Elizabeth City to Hertford; he
would not be in violation. The sixth exclusion is the juvenile is attending or
traveling to or from by direct route at an official school, religious activity or
recreational activity that is supervised by adults and sponsors by a public or
private school, the City or other governmental entity a civic organization or
another similar entity that accepts responsibility for that juvenile. An example
would be an eleven year old child who is leaving a basketball game or if the
juvenile is married or emancipated or is a member of the arm services of the
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United States. There is exclusion for just about any person engage in any
legitimate activity.

Councilman Stimatz expressed his concerns about you are not going into a
building looking for them but once they step out of the building now they are in
violation of the curfew.

Chief Crudup explained the enforcement of the curfew violations to date by the
officers. He expects his officers to use good judgment in all cases. He hasn’t
received any complaints about the enforcement of this ordinance. To respond to
your question, if he is leaving the movie and he is in direct route home, he is
going to be allowed to go home without being charged. We will probably contact
his parents. The ordinance is not meant for the good people in Elizabeth City
but it is meant to protect our youth, get them off the streets and we are going to
enforce this ordinance fairly across the board.

Mr. Stimatz said in his opinion there is no clear exception. What you are doing is
selective enforcement.

Councilwoman Watts said that she does not feel that if she is not out doing
anything wrong that she should receive a citation when she is doing nothing
wrong.

The Council continued to discuss this issue.

Mr. Tatem asked to say that the issue before you tonight is not changing the
ordinance but we are asking only two things. One is to change the name of the
ordinance to Youth Protection Ordinance and the second is to change the hours
to 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. Sunday to Thursday and 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. on
Friday and Saturday.

Mayor Atkinson advised that this issue will be on our next meeting’s agenda as a
public hearing. We can continue discussing this at that time.

4} TABERNACLE OF FAITH:

Mayor Atkinson recognized Mr. John Bonk for comments.

Mr. Bonk gave a brief history of the Tabernacle Outreach enter. They are the
only homeless shelter serving this seven county area. They have their 501 C (3)
classification as a tax exempt non-profit organization. They have their own
Board of Directors and on staff are a registered nurse and a social worker.
Currently they have only women and children. They offer free room and board
in a safe and drug free environment along with healthy living conditions. All
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residents are required to participate in daily chores and each must participate in
Project Pride, a program that encourages community service. There are no paid
staff, board of directors or the director. We are a 100% volunteer organization.
All proceeds go to the operation and maintenance of the shelters. Donations are
down and we find ourselves in short supply of funds to operate through the
winter. We have insufficient funds to address regular maintenance and major
projects of the building, such as plumbing updates, painting, window
replacement, fences and playground equipment. At the present time we are
trying to get a men’s shelter at 207 Bell Street up and running before winter sets
in. He briefly went over the monthly expenditure report.

5} HOMELESS FUNDING:

Mayor Atkinson called upon City Manager Olson for comments.

Mr. Olson said at the October 6, 2008 meeting it was agreed that we should
“share” the $10,000 allocated for the homeless by the three non-profit entities.
They are the Albemarle Hospital Foundation, Tabernacle of Faith and New
Beginning. All three of these non-profits provide services to the homeless of
Elizabeth City.

Mr. Stimatz said that he does not remember agreeing to an even split. What he
remembers is that an agreement was placed before Council to allocate the
$10,000 to the Albemarle Foundation as the Financial Manager and to use the
Homeless Coalition as the program manager to look at all the homeless support
programs in the community and not just these two and decide based on the
merits of their applications where the money can best be spent. We had a long
discussion on this during the budget work sessions and the whole idea was to
get the politics out of it. With that in mind he made the following motion.

A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz to adopt the
original agreement to provide all the funds to Albemarle Hospital
Foundation, Inc. to oversee the financial distribution under with
the oversight provided by the Homeless Coalition.
Councilwoman B. S. Meggs seconded the motion.

Mayor Atkinson called for discussion.

Councilwoman Hummer stated there was no agreement with the Albemarle
Foundation. They came up and make a presentation just as these people have
tonight. The Foundation has neither building nor any history. You have seen
presentations from the others about what they are doing and they have a
physical location. She can’t support giving to a Foundation and Council not
knowing where the money has gone.
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Councilwoman Watts said she would like to iterate what Ms. Hummer has said
and to also point out what Mr. Stimatz has said about the Albemarle Hospital
Foundation. One of your questions was, is there any of the money earmarked
for the Foundation? She believes Mr. Donohue’s reply was yes at that time.
They would also be using the money and the money would be used for paying
for persons needing shelter in the hotels or motels in the City as overflow to
Tabernacle and New Beginnings. She was thinking that we were going to
earmark the money for the three non-profits organizations and divide it up
between the tree of them and earmark for Tabernacle and Mr. Rice’s
organization for their utility bills.

Councilman King said the last time Mr. Donohue was here Tabernacle of Faith
made it clear that they didn’t want to have any part in dealing with the
Foundation. The way that the Manager has presented it to us he is in agreement
to giving everyone one third of the $10,000.

Mayor Pro Tem Baker said that she remembers that the Foundation was not
going to do anything but allowing the Coalition to use their 501C (3)
classification until they received their own. She understood that we were getting
out of deciding who got homeless money and she thought that we were going to
leave it up to the Coalition to make sure that everybody was housed. They
were looking at long range plans including the jail for housing for all homeless.
She doesn’t want to be in the business of deciding who gets what. We definitely
need to take care of our homeless people. It is a problem every community has
at this time. We shouldn’t be the ones to decide how it is divided.

Councilman Rivers said that there are certain things that we need to take care of
like the battered women shelter. He believes that is a great entity. When the
coalition came before us he had no problem with it. One of the questions that
he asked was has this been conducted with Tabernacle of Faith. He believes
they said that they thought everybody was on board. Then afterwards we hear
that they support the Coalition but they still have their own identity. The reason
this coalition went through the foundation was because they don’t have their 501
C (3). We made exceptions to allow them to go through the Foundation and he
understands that things don‘t happen on time. We shouldn’t penalize the
Homeless Coalition but he thinks right now when you have two entities that they
are the only two entities that actually provide shelter for the homeless. He
thinks that we should fund them their one-third.

Mayor Atkinson called for the vote on the motion on the floor.
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Those voting in favor of the motion were: Stimatz, Meggs and
Baker. Against: Evans, Hummer, King, Rivers and Watts. Motion
was denied.

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by
Councilman R. E. King to divide the $10,000 allocated in this
fiscal year’s budget equally between the Tabernacle of Faith,
New Beginnings and the Albemarle Hospital Foundation. Those
voting in favor of the motion were: Rivers, King, Evans, Hummer
and Watts. Against: Baker, Meggs and Stimatz. Motion carried.

6} COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Mayor Atkinson advised that due to the lack of time, he would place this item on
the agenda for the regular meeting that follows this meeting.

7} ADJOURNMENT:

Mayor Atkinson adjourned the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

________________________________
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC
City Clerk

___________________________________
Stephen S. Atkinson
Mayor


