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MONDAY-7:00 P.M. OCTOBER 08, 2007 CITY COUNCIL

The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City held its first meeting of the month
on the above date and time in the City Council Chambers of the Municipal
Administration Building with Mayor C. L. Foster presiding. Council members
attending were: J. M. Baker, M. E. Brooks, L. A. Hummer, B. S. Meggs, E. K.
Rivers, D. K. Stallings, J. A. Stimatz and J. B. Walton. Staff members attending
were: City Clerk D. S. Pierce-Tamplen, City Attorney W. H. Morgan, Deputy City
Clerk V. D. White, Finance Director S. E. Blanchard, Planning Director J. C.
Brooks, Parks and Recreation Director J. D. Overman, Fire Chief W. C. Pritchard,
Public Utilities Director P. A. Fredette, Police Chief C. E. Crudup and Electric
Superintendent K. F. Clow.

Mayor Foster opened the meeting by welcoming those attending. He gave the
invocation after which Councilman M. E. Brooks led the Pledge of Allegiance to
the Flag of the United States of America.

1} APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:

Mayor Foster called for action regarding the prepared agenda.

Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer stated that she would like to add to the agenda a
proclamation proclaiming October, 2007 as Alpha Delta Kappa Month.

Councilman E. K. Rivers stated that he would like to add to the agenda,
discussion of Hugh Cale and Revocation of Taxi Franchise.

A motion was made by Councilwoman B. S. Meggs, seconded by
Councilman E. K. Rivers to approve the prepared agenda to
include the items listed above. Those voting in favor of the
motion were: Meggs, Rivers, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Stallings,
Stimatz and Walton. Against: None. Motion carried.

2} APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

a} August 27, 2007 – Work Session

Mayor Foster called for action regarding the August 27, 2007 Work Session
Minutes.
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A motion was made by Councilwoman B. S. Meggs, seconded by
Councilman E. K. Rivers to approve the August 27, 2007 Work
Session Minutes as written. Those voting in favor of the motion
were: Meggs, Rivers, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Stallings, Stimatz
and Walton. Against: None. Motion carried.

b} August 27, 2007 Regular Agenda

Mayor Foster called for action regarding the minutes of August 27, 2007 Regular
Meeting.

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by
Councilman J. A. Stimatz to approve the minutes of August 27,
2007 with noted corrections. Those voting in favor of the motion
were: Rivers, Stimatz, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings
and Walton. Against: None. Motion carried.

c} September 10, 2007

Mayor Foster called for action regarding the minutes of the September 10, 2007
Regular Meeting.

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by
Councilwoman J. M. Baker to approve the minutes of September
10, 2007 Regular Meeting as written. Those voting in favor of
the motion were: Rivers, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs,
Stallings, Stimatz and Walton. Against: None. Motion carried.

d} Mayor Foster called for action regarding the minutes of the September 24,
2007 Regular Meeting.

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by
Councilman D. K. Stallings to approve the minutes of September
24, 2007 Regular Meeting to include one minor correction. Those
voting in favor of the motion were: Rivers, Stallings, Baker,
Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stimatz and Walton. Against: None.
Motion carried.

3} COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Susan Neal Matousek, 403 Princess Ann Court, spoke on her opinion of domestic
violence and civil rights.

4} PROCLAMATIONS:
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Mayor Foster read two proclamations proclaiming the month of October 2007 as
Alpha Delta Kappa and National Colonial Heritage Month.

5} CONSENT AGENDA:

Mayor Foster called for action on the Consent Agenda items as presented.

A motion was made by Councilwoman J. M. Baker, seconded by
Councilman J. A. Stimatz to approve the following Consent
Agenda as presented. Those voting in favor of the motion were:
Baker, Stimatz, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Rivers, Stallings and
Walton. Against: None. Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

a} Approved the following budget amendments.

BUDGET AMENDMENTS
NUMBER 07-07

BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City that the
following amendments be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2008:

SECTION I. That the General Fund Taser Grant (103490.5109) and
the Taser Grant Expenditure (105100.7406) be increased by $18,542.

(To record Taser Grant.)

SECTION II. That the General Fund Senior Center Grant
(103490.6301) be increased by $5,000, the Senior Center Grant Department
Expenditure (106300.6301) be increased by $3,700 and the Senior Center Grant
Capital Outlay (106300.7401) be increased by $1,300.

(To record Senior Center Grant.)

SECTION III. That the Electric Fund Miscellaneous Revenue
(303350.0000) and the Weatherization Expenditure (308400.4550) be increased
by $50.00.

(To record Farm Fresh donation for Weatherization Fair.)

ADOPTED this 8th day of October 2007.
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______________________________
Charles L. Foster
Mayor

________________________________
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC
City Clerk

b} Approved the Traffic Calming Policy as presented.

c} Approved the payment to JEM Research, Inc. on behalf of the ECPC
Community Relations Commission

d} Approved calling for a public hearing to be held on Monday, October 22,
2007 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of the Municipal Administration
Building for consideration of rezoning 5.55 acres on the southeast corner of
Weeksville Road and Pitts Chapel Road from I-2 to GB.

End of Consent Agenda

6} PUBLIC HEARINGS:

a} Application RZ-04-07 to rezone 85.88 acres.

Mayor Foster called upon Planning Director J. C. Brooks for comments.

Ms. Brooks advised that this was a request from Tanglewood Development, LLC
and 17 South Developments to rezone 85.88 acres on the south side of Halstead
Boulevard Extended east and adjacent US 17. The property has been annexed
into the City limits and is currently zoned Commercial C-1 under Pasquotank
County zoning. The applicant seeks a comparable city zoning of General
Business- GB. The Planning Commission held a public meeting on this matter to
receive comments from the public. The Planning Commission was of the opinion
that General Business-GB is appropriate for the site. The applicant has claimed
vested zoning rights with the annexation. The Commission voted to approve the
request.

Mayor Foster declared the meeting into public hearing. Since no one wished to
speak for or against the proposed rezoning, he declared the public hearing
closed and called for the pleasure of Council.
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A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by
Councilwoman J. M. Baker to approve Application RZ-04-07 by
Tanglewood Development, LLC and 17 South Developments and
rezone 85.88 acres located on the south side of Halstead
Boulevard east of the intersection of US 17 and Halstead
Boulevard Connector from County zoning of C-1 commercial to
GB General Business. Those voting in favor of the motion were:
Rivers, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and
Walton. Against: None. Motion carried.

b} Application RZ-05-07 to rezone 180.27 acres.

Mayor Foster called upon Planning Director J. C. Brooks for comments.

Ms. Brooks stated that Tanglewood Development, LLC has requested to rezone
180.27 acres on the north side of Halstead Boulevard. The property has been
annexed into the corporate limits of the City. The property is currently zone
Commercial C-1 under Pasquotank County zoning. The applicant seeks a
comparable city zoning of General Business – GB. The Planning Commission
feels that the General Business-GB zoning is appropriate for this site. They voted
for approval of the request.

Mayor Foster declared the meeting into public hearing. Since there was no one
present that wished to speak for or against the proposed rezoning, Mayor Foster
declared the public hearing closed. He called for the pleasure of the Council.

A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz, seconded by
Councilwoman J. M. Baker to approve Application RZ-05-07 by
Tanglewood Development, LLC to rezone 180.27 acres located on
the north side of Halstead Boulevard east of Tanglewood
Parkway from County zoning of C-1 commercial to General
Business – GB. Those voting in favor of the motion were:
Stimatz, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Rivers, Stallings and
Walton. Against: None. Motion carried.

7} REGULAR AGENDA:

a} Amend Police Department Budget and purchase four police vehicles.

Mayor Foster called upon Police Chief C. E. Crudup for comments.

Chief Crudup stated that in August an annual review of the motor vehicle fleet
for the police department showed that there were 49 vehicles assigned to the
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department. Of those 49 vehicles two are vans and a US Military deuce and a
half truck. Twenty-five vehicles have in excess of 100,000 miles. The
department currently has 56 sworn positions and in the budget for FY07-08 5
new police vehicles were approved.

At the present time 3 investigators are assigned vehicles that are 10 yeas old or
older and spend a significant amount of down time. The replacement of these 4
vehicles is critical to the efficient and effective operation of the department.

We are proposing to surplus and remove 4 existing vehicles from the current
fleet. He then presented three options to address this dilemma.

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by
Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer to approve Option #2 to purchase 4
used unmarked Highway Patrol vehicles @ $8,500 per vehicle,
vehicle registration at $24.00 and emergency equipment at
$1500 per vehicle for a total of $40,024 of currently budgeted
monies. These currently budgeted funds can be found in the
department’s regular salaries and wages line item (10-5100-
0200) accumulated by five unfilled vacancies if the department
freezes its new hires until November 1, 2007. Those voting in
favor of the motion were: Rivers, Hummer, Baker, Brooks,
Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton. Against: None. Motion
carried.

b} Hugh Cale

Mayor Foster called upon Councilman E. K. River for comments.

Councilman Rivers stated that he would like to place on the next council work
session agenda an update on the houses purchased with funds from the Hugh
Cale grant. He would also like an update on the further plans for these sites. He
thinks that Council needs to be brought up to date with the property that has
been purchased in the Hugh Cale Community by the City and also ownership of
those properties.

c} Revocation of taxicab franchise.

Mayor Foster called upon Councilman Rivers for comments.

Councilman Rivers stated he had received a fax from the police department with
the revocation two franchises. One being Isaac Lister and the other being
Robert Banks. The same time we received a call from Mr. Banks and there was a
discrepancy and he thinks that we need to iron out the discrepancy because
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after talking with Mr. Banks his indication was that his car was not available for
the inspection due to the fact that when he came down to the police department
to let them know that his car was broke down. He can understand that you can’t
get your car inspected if it is in the shop. There is a problem between those
two. Then when he went to pay his fees, they would not accept his fees due to
the fact that he had not passed his inspection. The gentleman is without a job
and this is his only source of income and he is not able to drive.

Chief Crudup stated that he had been served with notice two or three times.
Sgt. Terrill went by his house to personally deliver the notice to him and
informed him to come down to the police department as he hadn’t paid his dues
and that his car had not been inspected. He did not respond.

Mr. Rivers said that Mr. Banks said that he talked with Deneen and basically
there is something there that is not being worked out. If it comes down to
someone’s livelihood he doesn’t like to affect or put a hold on someone providing
for their family. He has indicated that since he has paid the $32 but they would
not allow him to drive. He has been down and not being able to operate. The
letter that we received from the police department is that we are getting ready
to go into the lottery to select and award the franchise that he is trying to
sustain. He thinks that until we get this issue resolved with Mr. Banks, Mr. Lister
and the police department that we should put the lottery on hold to make sure
that we do everything right. Last time we went into the lottery, selected and
then all of a sudden we had already selected a person, so his thing is that the
gentleman wants to keep his franchise, he had a harsh time and he was not able
to take his car to be inspected because it was not running and some other things
that we need to take that into consideration.

Councilman Stimatz stated that we have an appeal process and it is provided in
the ordinance. His thought is that the lottery that you suggested is an
administrative procedure that we control. We give them a deadline to file for
relief and pending resolution of that we would hold the lottery in abeyance.

A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz that we allow
both of them one week to get their appeal in and hold the lottery
in abeyance until City Council has had a chance to rule on their
appeal. Councilman E. K. Rivers seconded the motion. Those
voting in favor of the motion were: Stimatz, Rivers, Baker,
Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings and Walton. Against: None.
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers that we allow Mr.
Banks once his gets his car inspected by the police department to
be able to continue to operate under his franchise until the first
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motion has been duly worked out and satisfied. Councilman M.
E. Brooks seconded the motion. Those voting in favor of the
motion were: Rivers, Brooks, Baker, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings,
Stimatz and Walton. Against: None. Motion carried.

8} COMMENTS AND INQUIRIES ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS:

Mayor Foster advised that he would go around the table and call upon the Acting
Manager and each member of Council for any item not listed on the agenda.

Acting City Manager Blanchard stated that she had no further comments.

Councilman E. K. Rivers stated that he would like to congratulate everyone on
their campaign and look forward to tomorrow. He would like to wish everybody
congratulations and good luck tomorrow.

He would also like to once again thank Sarah for assisting him and Councilman
Brooks in terms of working with trying to set a situation straighten out. We do
need to and he hopes that we will begin to work out more on issues like this.
The City will not be as harsh with a “don’t care” attitude. Our employees need
to continue to let our citizens know that we do care. Employees are here
because of the citizens of Elizabeth City. Taxpayers pay their funds. Regardless
of the situation the employees need to be working with the citizens that live here
in the City of Elizabeth City. He thinks that is something that we need to make
sure that our employees understand. We get a lot of attitudes and things of that
nature. It is not how well they talk to him but it is how well they talk to our
citizens that he is very concerned about. That is what he gets more complaints
on than anything else. We need to handle this problem.

Councilwoman J. M. Baker stated that she didn’t have anything specifically
except to remind everyone to vote. The polls open at 6:30 a.m. and closes at
7:30 p.m.

Councilman M. E. Brooks stated that he would like to ride on the back of what
Councilman Rivers was saying. The incident that happened this morning was a
taxpayer citizen was being punished by miscommunication on the part of the
City. He was talked to very harshly and that is totally unacceptable. He heard
the ins and outs of the whole thing. He was amazed with what occurred today.
It had nothing to do with the previous arrangements of letting the individual stay
in the house but it was a lack of communication from the City. It could have had
a bad ending on the City’s part.

Also there was an elderly citizen on Southern Avenue that was missing. He was
heading to Food Lion on Weeksville Highway and ended up about two miles
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away. The patrolman did a good job of finding him and making sure that he got
back home safely.

Lastly, there was an article written in the Daily Advance about the evacuation of
Oxford Heights and he thinks that Councilman Stallings might have mentioned it
when he did the forum but in the article written by Don McKinney that ran for
council before, saying that Councilman Stallings and himself will try to take credit
for the evacuation plan that Mr. Krider and one of the previous council persons
already implemented. It aggravated him because it was brought up and done
and rectified by the Mayor, City Manager and DOT in accordance with the
records. He thought that he would bring it up now to make sure the information
was correct. He had Dianne to run him off when it was brought up and it was
brought up on the 25th of September 2006. The evacuation plan was completed
by the City Manager, Mayor and DOT had completed the build up of the road on
March 27th 2007 and it had nothing to do with the two names that were listed in
the paper. He would like to correct that misconception.

He encouraged everybody to exercise their right to vote and go to the polls and
vote for somebody. We don’t want to lose that right as an American citizen.

Mayor Pro Tem Hummer stated that she had no further comments.

Councilman D. E. Stallings stated that he would like to echo what Councilman
Brooks was saying about Oxford Heights.

On Savin Road we had asked for some speed limit signs and DOT is supposed to
be putting some up and he would like to know when they are going to be put up.

The other thing dealing with the Third Ward is that we have two new voting
precincts, Pasquotank Elementary School and Central Elementary School. This is
the first time for each of those sites.

Councilwoman B. S. Meggs stated first of all she would like to say to Chief
Pritchard that he has some good actors and actresses in that squad that you
have. The kids loved that program. Everyone just loved that and she feels that
everyone had a very good time.

Community Images will meet on Wednesday and we are going to be discussing
some of the downtown commercial properties and how is the best way to market
them.

She would like to say that she loves the idea of adopting a cop for the schools.
She thought that was grand.
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Councilman J. B. Walton said that he would like to say to our viewing audience
that your vote is important tomorrow. Whoever you vote for will be who you
have to support for the next two years. He remembers at the last election there
was a person sitting right beside him that said that he didn’t even know who he
was and he was here for two years. He can proudly say that he thinks that Tony
and Betty understand him and he understands both of them. That is what it is
all about, gathering relationships and going forward with it. Sometimes you
disagree and sometimes you agree but you still must go forward. He would like
to tell both of them that he appreciates them. He encourages everyone to get
out and vote tomorrow.

Councilman J. A. Stimatz said that he would like to thank Paul Fredette and his
staff for their quick response and repair of the major sewer break on Locust
Street as well as his assistance during the gas leaks.

He would like to thank his fellow council members on behalf of all the people in
the Historic Neighborhood who brought the issue to the forefront on passing the
traffic calming policy. He thinks that it is a significant step to helping us to
manage the traffic flow.

He would like to mention that the Greater Albemarle Area Red Cross Chapter’s
Octoberfest was a great success. We should thank those that organized it and
thank all that came out and supported it. It was a great event. It was very well
attended. They hope to do it again.

Lastly, on the eve of the city’s election he would like to thank the City Manager,
City Clerk, Deputy Clerk and all members of the City Staff for their professional
assistance and knowledge and input that has help him to learn about our city
and its governance. He would like to thank all of his fellow council members for
their patience and input on the many issues that we have had to come before
us. He would like to thank Mayor Foster for presiding with decorum and lastly he
would like to thank all the people of Elizabeth City, particularly his constituents in
the Second Ward, for the opportunity to serve.

Mayor Foster stated that as Mayor he would like to thank our listening audience
as well as our citizens who are in attendance here this evening and he wants you
to know that he appreciates your attendance and please attend our next meeting
and future meetings.

He would also like to say for tomorrow’s elections in our great city he would like
to encourage all our citizens to cast a vote for the persons of your choice. He
would like to say to the fellow members here tonight he wishes each and every
one of you good luck at the polls tomorrow.
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9} ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Mayor
Foster entertained a motion for adjournment.

A motion was made by Councilwoman B. S. Meggs, seconded by
Councilman D. K. Stallings to adjourn the meeting. Those voting
in favor of the motion were: Meggs, Stallings, Baker, Brooks,
Hummer, Rivers, Stimatz and Walton. Against: None. Motion
carried.

Mayor Foster adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.

________________________________
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC
City Clerk

________________________________
Charles L. Foster
Mayor


