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MONDAY-7:00 P.M.             SEPTEMBER 25, 2006          CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City held its second meeting of the 
month on the above date and time in the City Council Chambers of the Municipal 
Administration Building with Mayor C. L. Foster presiding.  Council members 
attending were:  J. M. Baker, M. E. Brooks, L. A. Hummer, B. S. Meggs, E. K. 
Rivers, D. K. Stallings, J. A. Stimatz and J. B. Walton.  Staff members attending 
were:  City Manager R. C. Olson, City Clerk Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, City 
Attorney W. H. Morgan, Deputy City Clerk V. D. White, Parks and Recreation 
Director J. D. Overman, Fire Chief W. C. Pritchard, Human Resource Director K. 
W. Felton, Public Utilities Director E. T. Weatherly, Finance Director S. E. 
Blanchard, Inspections Director S. E. Ward, Planning Director J. C. Brooks, 
Electric Superintendent K. F. Clow and Interim Police Chief G. F. Koch. 
 
Mayor C. L. Foster opened the meeting by welcoming those attending.  He gave 
the invocation after which Boy Scout Troop 175 led the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
1} APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Foster called for the approval of the prepared agenda.   
 
Councilman D. K. Stallings asked to remove Item 6-c, Award of Badge to John 
Bowe until Mr. Bowe is able to attend the meeting. 
 
Councilman J. A. Stimatz asked to add, Discussion of the Water Issue.  He also 
asked to have Ms. Geoffries comments moved to public comment period in 
accordance with the written rules for public participation. 
 
City Manager R. C. Olson asked to add a Closed Session item as per NCGS 143-
318.11 (a) (3), Consultation with the City Attorney. 
 
There being no other deletions and/or additions,  
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman M. E. Brooks to approve the agenda as presented to 
include the noted deletions and additions as stated above.  Those 
voting in favor of the motion were:  Rivers, Brooks, Baker, 
Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  
Motion carried. 
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2} COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:  
 
Mayor Foster called upon the Deputy Clerk for the number of persons signed up 
to speak. 
 
Deputy Clerk V. D. White advised that one person had signed up to speak.  She 
called C. C. Austin to the podium. 
 
Mrs. Austin read a letter of support of the City Manger and presented a petition 
from citizens showing their support of the City Manger. 
 
3} REQUEST TO APPEAR BEFORE COUNCIL: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Ms. Diana Geoffries for comments. 
 
Ms. Geoffries expressed her opinion and concerns regarding the Elizabeth City 
Police Department. 
 
4} PRESENTATION/PROCLAMATIONS: 
 
Mayor Foster presented a proclamation to Fire Chief W. C. Pritchard and Fire 
Marshall B. Overman proclaiming the week of October 8-14, 2006 as “Fire 
Prevention Week”. 
 
Mayor Foster presented a proclamation to Electric Superintendent K. F. Clow 
proclaiming the week of October 1-7, 2006 as “Public Power Week”. 
 
5} APPROVAL OF THE  MINUTES: 
 
Mayor Foster called for approval of the August 28, 2006 Work Session minutes. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer to approve the August 28, 2006 
Work Session minutes as presented to include noted correction.  
Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Rivers, Hummer, 
Baker, Brooks, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  
None.  Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Foster called for the approval of the August 28, 2006 Regular Meeting 
minutes. 
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A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz, seconded by 
Councilman E. K. Rivers to approve the minutes of the August 28, 
2006 Regular Meeting as presented.  Those voting in favor of the 
motion were:  Stimatz, Rivers, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, 
Stallings and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
6} CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Foster asked the City Manager to read the Consent Agenda.  Afterwards, 
he called for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman J. M. Baker, seconded by 
Councilman E. K. Rivers to approve the following Consent 
Agenda.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Baker, 
Rivers, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  
Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
Consent Agenda: 
 
a} Approved the following resolution accepting the Offer to Purchase 
received from Roanoke Bible College in the amount of $19,055 for the lot located 
at 500 East Burgess Street. 
 

RESOLUTION #06____ 
ACCEPT OFFER TO PURCHASE 
500 EAST BURGESS STREET 

 
   WHEREAS, an Offer to Purchase city-owned property located at 500 East 
Burgess Street was accepted from Mr. Woody Boyce in the amount of $10,500 
on March 27, 2006; and 
 
   WHEREAS, City Council instructed the City Clerk to proceed with the Upset 
Bid Process; and 
 
   WHEREAS, this was done until one bid stood along for a period of ten days;  
 
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Elizabeth City will 
accept the Bid to Purchase received from Roanoke Bible College in the amount of 
$19,055 for the following city-owned property: 
 

Situated on the East side of Burgess Street and on the South side of First 
Street, at the intersection of said streets, fronting 65 ft more or less on 
Burgess Street and 100 ft more or less on First Street and being designed 
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as Lot Number 4, Block C on Pasquotank County Tax  Map 4.  The street 
address of this lot is 500 East Burgess Street. 

 
ADOPTED, this the 25th day of September 2006. 
 
 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Charles L. Foster 
      Mayor 
 
 
______________________________  
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
b} Approved the following Budget Amendments, 
 

BUDGET AMENDENTS 
NUMBER 2006-7 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2006 
 
   BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City that the 
following amendments be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 2007; 
 

SECTION I. That the General Fund Police Project Lifesaver Donations 
(103220.0050) and the Project Lifesaver International 
Expenditures (105100.4505) be increased by $5,295. 

 
(To record donations received and disbursed for Project 
Lifesaver) 

 
Section II. That the Water and Sewer Insurance Reimbursement 

(313350.8300) and Water and Sewer Line Maintenance 
Expense (318280-1620) be increased by $10,117.60. 

 
(To record insurance reimbursement for damages to the 
Knobbs Creek pump station.) 

 
   ADOPTED, this 25th day of September 2006. 
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       ___________________________ 
       Charles L. Foster 
       Mayor 
 
 
__________________________________  
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
End of Consent Agenda: 
 
7} PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
a} Walker Landing Bond Issuance. 
 
City Manager Olson stated that in September 2005, City Council adopted a 
preliminary resolution in which we agreed to assist Integra Development 
Partnership, LLC, a North Carolina limited partnership or a related or affiliated 
entity in financing a portion of the cost of the acquisition, rehabilitation and 
equipping of a multi-family low and moderate income housing residential rental 
project to be known as Walker Landing Apartments, consisting of 155 units.  In 
doing this, the City is using its authority to directly exercise the powers of a 
housing authority pursuant to the North Carolina Housing Authority Law.  Such 
powers include the issuance of revenue bonds. A findings resolution set forth the 
approval of the financing team members for the issuance and sale of the bonds, 
on the terms and at the fees set forth in the Bond Purchase Agreement between 
the Borrower, the City and the Purchaser and in the other documents relating to 
the financing, providing for the issuance and sale by the City and the purchase 
by the Purchaser of the bonds and in the financial information provided to the 
City with respect to the Bonds. 
 
Mayor Foster declared the meeting in public hearing for consideration of the 
Walker Landing Bond Issuance. 
 
Mr. Bill Kramer spoke in favor of the bond issuance. 
 
Since there was no one else who wished to speak for or against the bond 
issuance, Mayor Foster declared the public hearing closed.   
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman M. E. Brooks to approve the following resolution 
approving the financing team, making certain findings as 
required by North Carolina Local Government Commission and 
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providing final approval of the Bonds with respect to the Walker 
Landing Bond issuance.  Those voting in favor of the motion 
were:  Rivers, Brooks, Baker, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz 
and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
RESOLUTION #06____ 

AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE AND SALE OF  
MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING REVENUE BONDS  

WALKER LANDING APARTMENTS – SERIES 2006 
 
   WHEREAS, the City is authorized to act as a housing authority pursuant to 
§160A-456 and Chapter 157 of the North Carolina limited liability company, or an 
affiliated or related entity (the “Borrower”), has requested the City assist in 
financing a portion of the cost of the acquisition, rehabilitation and equipping of 
a multifamily residential rental project to be known as Walker Landing 
Apartments, consisting of 155 units and located at 1003 Walker Avenue in the 
City of Elizabeth City, Pasquotank County, North Carolina (the “Development”), 
and the City has agreed to do so: 
 
   WHEREAS, the City proposes to issue its Multi-family Housing Revenue Bonds 
(Walker Landing Apartments), Series 2006 in an aggregate amount of not to 
exceed $6,000,000 (the “Bonds”); 
 
   WHEREAS, there have been presented to this meeting the forms of the 
following instruments which the City proposes to execute to carry out the 
transaction described above, copies of which instruments shall be filed with the 
records of the City: 
 

a) Trust Indenture dated as of November 1, 2006 (the “Indenture”) 
between the City and US Bank National Association, as trustee (the 
“Trustee”), authorizing the issuance of the Bonds and providing for 
the terms and details thereof and the security therefore; 

 
b} Loan Agreement dated as of November 1, 2006 (the “Loan 
Agreement”) between the City, AGM Financial Services, Inc., as lender 
(the “Lender”), the Trustee and the Borrower, providing for the terms and 
conditions pursuant to which the loan of the proceeds of the Bonds will be 
made by the City to the Borrower; 
 
c} Regulatory Agreement and Declaration of Restrictive Covenants 
(the “Regulatory Agreement”) dated as of November 1, 2006 between the 
City, the Trustee and the Borrower, pursuant to which the Borrower 
agrees to comply with the requirements of the Internal Revenue Code of 
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1986, as amended (the “Code”) relating to low and moderate income 
housing; 
 
d} Preliminary Official Statement of the City (the “Preliminary Official 
Statement”) relating to the offering and sale of the Bonds; 
 
e} Bond Purchase Agreement to be dated the date of the sale of the 
Bonds (the “Bond Purchase Agreement”) between the Borrower, the City 
and RBC Dain Rauscher, Inc., doing business under the trade name RBC 
(the “Underwriter”). Providing for the issuance and sale by the City and 
the purchase by the Underwriter of the Bonds; and 
 
f} Continuing Disclosure Agreement dated as of November 1, 2006, 
among the City, the Borrower and US Bank National Association, in its 
capacity as the dissemination agent and in its capacity as the Trustee. 
 

   BE IT RESOLVED, by the City of Elizabeth City, North Carolina: 
 
1} The City hereby determines to provide financing to the Borrower 
for the acquisition, rehabilitation and equipping of the Development 
through the issuance of the Bonds pursuant to the North Carolina Housing 
Authorities Law, Article I of Chapter 157 of the General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as amended, the deposit of the proceeds thereof with the 
Trustee and the advance of such proceeds to the Borrower in accordance 
with the Loan Agreement. 
 
2} The City hereby authorizes the issuance and sale of the Bonds 
pursuant to the Indenture and in accordance with the terms set forth in 
the Bonds pursuant to the Indenture.  The Bonds will bear interest at the 
rates and will mature and be redeemed in the years and amounts all as 
set forth in the Indenture; provided, however, that the aggregate principal 
amount of the Bonds shall not exceed $6,000,000 and the Bonds are 
secure by FHA mortgage insurance with securities issued by the 
Government National Mortgage Association. 
 
3} The Mayor, City Manager or Finance Director of the City or his 
designee is hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver the 
Indenture, the Loan Agreement, the Regulatory Agreement, the 
Continuing Disclosure Agreement and the Bond Purchase Agreement to 
the other parties thereto. 
 
4} The distribution of the Preliminary Official Statement by the 
Underwriter to prospective purchases of the Bonds is hereby approved.  
The City hereby deems the Preliminary Official Statement to be “final” 
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within the meaning of Rule 15c2-12 of Rules and Regulations promulgated 
under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended.  The Mayor, City 
Manager and Finance Director of the City or his designee is hereby 
authorized and directed to execute and deliver the final Official Statement 
(in substantially the form of the Preliminary Official Statement, but 
incorporating the final terms and details of the Bonds) to the Underwriter 
and the Underwriter is hereby authorized and directed to distribute the 
Official Statement to the purchasers of the Bonds. 
 
5} The Mayor, City Manager and Finance Director of the City are 
hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver the Bonds in the 
manner and subject to the conditions provided in the Indenture to the 
Trustee for authentication and to cause the Bonds so executed and 
authenticated to be delivered to or for the account of the Underwriter 
upon payment of the purchase price therefore as provided in the Bond 
Purchase Agreement. 
 
6} The Indenture, the Loan Agreement, the Regulatory Agreement, 
the Bond Purchase Agreement, the Continuing Disclosure Agreement, the 
Preliminary Official Statement and the Bonds (in the form of Exhibit A to 
the Indenture) shall be in substantially the forms submitted to this 
meeting, which are hereby approved, with such completions, omissions, 
insertions and changes as may be necessary to reflect the final terms of 
the Bonds and as otherwise approved by the officers of the City executing 
them after consultation with counsel to the City, their execution to 
constitute conclusive evidence of their approval of any such completions, 
omissions, insertions and changes. 
 
7} Any authorization made hereby to the officers of the City to 
execute a document shall include authorization to the Mayor, City 
Manager or Finance Director of the City or their respective designee to 
execute the document, authorization to the Clerk or any Deputy Clerk to 
affix the seal of the city to such document and attest such seal and      
where appropriate, to deliver it to the other parties thereto, all in the 
manner provided in the Indenture. 
 
8} Such officers are hereby authorized and directed to execute and 
deliver any and all other documents, agreements, instruments, and 
certificates in the name  and on behalf of the City as may be necessary or 
desirable to the issuance of the Bonds, including but not limited to no 
arbitrage certificate, tax forms and other certificates.  All other acts of the 
officers of the City that are in conformity with the purposes and intent of 
this resolution and in furtherance of the undertaking of the Development 



Page 9 of 21 

and the issuance and sale of the Bonds are hereby ratified, confirmed and 
approved. 
 
9} This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

ADOPTED, this 25th day of September 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Charles L. Foster 
       Mayor 
 
 
_________________________________  
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
b} Solid Waste Franchise – Waste Industries, East, Inc.: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon City Manager R. C. Olson for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson stated on July 10, 2006, the Council extended the City’s franchise 
agreement with Waste Industries until October 31, 2006 to coincide with the 
expiration date of the Waste Management franchise which expires October 31, 
2006.  This action was taken in order to allow the City to incorporate a new 5% 
franchise fee into both franchise agreements and to update the terms of the 
existing agreements.  Under State Statue, there must be a public hearing held 
and the franchise agreement must be accompanied by an ordinance after two 
readings.  The new franchise agreements would become effective November 1, 
2006 after passage by the Council. 
 
Mayor Foster declared the meeting into public hearing for consideration of 
extending the non-exclusive franchise agreement with Waste Industries, Inc. for 
a five year term. 
 
Since no one was present that wished to speak for or against the proposed 
agreement, Mayor Foster declared the public hearing closed.  Mayor Foster asked 
the pleasure of Council. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilwoman J. M. Baker to call for a public hearing on the 
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second reading of an ordinance on Monday, October 9, 2006 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of the 
Municipal Administration Building for consideration of extending 
the Solid Waste Franchise with Waste Industries, Inc.  Those 
voting in favor of the motion were:  Rivers, Baker, Brooks, 
Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.   
Motion carried. 

 
3} Solid Waste Franchise – Waste Management of VA, Inc.: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon City Manager Olson for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson said that this item was a request to extend the solid waste franchise 
agreement with Waste Management of VA, Inc. for a five year period.  As with 
the above item, we will need to hold a second reading of the ordinance that 
would grant the franchise. 
 
Mayor Foster declared the meeting into Public Hearing and asked the Deputy 
Clerk if anyone had signed up to speak.  Ms. White replied no and Mayor Foster 
declared the public hearing closed.  He called for action from the Council. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman J. M. Baker, seconded by 
Councilman E. K. Rivers to call for a public hearing to be held on 
Monday, October 9th, 2006 beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers in the  Municipal Administration Building for 
the second reading of an ordinance that would grant a five-year 
extension on the Solid Waste Franchise Agreement with Waste 
Management of VA, Inc.  Those voting in favor of the motion 
were:  Baker, Rivers, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz 
and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
8} REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
a} Appointments to Various Committees: 
 
Mayor Foster presented for confirmation the names of Debbie T. Sauls and 
Patrick Ditwiler to serve as members of the Historic Preservation Commission.  
Their term would be a three-year term ending September 2009. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman D. K. Stallings, seconded by 
Councilman J. A. Stimatz to confirm the appointments of Debbie 
T. Sauls and Patrick Detwiler as members of the Historic 
Preservation Commission with a term of three-years.  Those 
voting in favor of the motion were:  Stallings, Stimatz, Baker, 
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Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Rivers and Walton.  Against:  None.  
Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Foster presented for confirmation the names of Dr. Reed Adams, Pat 
Franzese, Cynthia Surface, Hezekiah Brown and Mike Harrell to serve as 
members of the Community Relations Commission.   
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilwoman J. M. Baker to confirm the appointments of Dr. 
Reed Adams, Pat Franzese, Cynthia Surface, Hezekiah Brown and 
Mike Harrell to serve as members  of the Community Relations 
Commission with a term ending September 2009.  Those voting 
in favor of the motion were:  Rivers, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, 
Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion 
carried. 
 

b} Implementation of Gun Buy Program: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon the City Manager for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson stated that in September 2005 the Elizabeth City Police Department 
instituted an Amnesty Gun Buy Back Program that lasted four weeks.  The 
program was specifically designed to assist citizens in removing unwanted 
firearms from their residences and firearms that may have been found within the 
City.  The primary purpose of the program was to establish a program that 
residents could dispose of firearms to prevent accidental shootings, domestic 
violence involving firearms and the potential theft of the firearms.  The Gun Buy 
Back Program purchased twenty-six firearms from twenty different individuals at 
a cost of $2,000 which was paid in gift cards from Wal-Mart.  The ECPD 
expended $1,000 and the remaining funds came from either donations or 
matches from Wal-Mart. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer to authorize the Elizabeth City 
Police Department to initiate a 2006 Gun Buy Back Program and 
authorize the expenditure of $1,000 in department budgeted 
funds.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Rivers, 
Hummer, Baker, Brooks, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  
Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
c} Notice of Public Meeting: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Parks and Recreation Director J. D. Overman for 
comments. 
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Mr. Overman stated that the City of Elizabeth City and the County of Pasquotank 
will hold a joint public meeting concerning the future plans for Parks and 
Recreation facilities for the City and the County.  Public comments from this 
meeting will also be incorporated into the joint comprehensive master plan that 
has been approved by both local governments.  The meeting will be held at the 
Knobbs Creek Recreation Center located at 200 E. Ward Street in Elizabeth City 
at 7:00 p.m. on September 26, 2006. 
 
d} Preliminary Plat for 7.45 acres of property: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Planning Director J. C. Brooks for comments. 
 
Ms. Brooks stated that this item is a Preliminary Subdivision Plat for Mill End 
Center, a 5 lot subdivision on 7.45 acres.  The site is located at the south side of 
US 17 , west of Central Elementary School.  The property is zoned Highway 
Business, HB.  Hamilton Commercial Properties, LLC propose to subdivide this 
site into parcels ranging in size from 1 acre to 2.32 acres.  The Plat was reviewed 
by the Technical Review Committee and received approval.  The Planning 
Commission has also given approval.  Both the TRC and Planning Commission 
recommended approval based on the technical requirements of the UDO.  The 
Planning Commission also recommended that any retention pond be aerated and 
a fence be erected around the retention pond. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz, seconded by 
Councilman E. K. Rivers to approve the preliminary subdivision 
plat (SUB-06-05) submitted by Hamilton Commercial Properties, 
LLC for 5 lots with the condition that any detention pond be 
aerated and enclosed by fencing.  Those voting in favor of the 
motion were:  Stimatz, Rivers, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, 
Stallings and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
e} Update on Sawyertown: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon the City Manager for this update. 
 
Mr. Olson stated that this particular item was placed on the agenda by 
Councilman Brooks.  He doesn’t know if he wants an update concerning the 
cameras or not. 
 
Councilman Brooks stated that yes as he has been asked by some citizens about 
where the city is concerning the cameras. 
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Interim Police Chief G. F. Koch advised that the Manager, Mayor Pro Tem 
Hummer and he attended a presentation by a vendor on the 19th.  We have 
requested bids and at this time we are waiting for them to come in.  That should 
occur this week or no later than next week.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Hummer stated that the Sawyertown Crime Watch and the 
Pennsylvania Crime Watch have come together and that has resulted in a large 
group that are really holding elected officials accountable as well as the police 
department.  The Community Policing Officer, Officer Needham especially, 
contributes a lot of time to the community policing and patrol.  He also follows 
up on complaints.  In spite of all that we still have elements coming in from the 
outside.  We have just learned that we have new elements and this is something 
that will be going on as long as we live.  They are committed to working with the 
police department and vice versa.  She would like to say that she was very 
impressed at the demonstration on the surveillance cameras.  She is still 
committed to trying to find the money to implement this system. 
 
Councilman Brooks stated that he knows the cameras responsibility and that is 
why he asked what plan of attack you have orchestrated.  He knows that back in 
the mid 90’s when we were on Shepard Street and after it had the appearance of 
cleanness they were asking us to see if we could go into Sawyertown and that is 
why he wants to know if you have orchestrated a plan of action or you just 
taking it step by step as crime happens. We need something that will make the 
citizens feel more comfortable. 
 
Captain Koch said that we do some proactive work but if you would like to see 
some type of plan they will come up with one.  
 
9} COMMENTS AND INQUIRES ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
Mayor Foster advised that at this time we are going to have a discussion on non-
agenda items by the Manager and Councilors. He called upon the City Manager 
for comments. 
 
Councilman Stimatz interjected that he would like to know when we are going to 
talk about the water situation.  We can not talk about all this in Closed Session. 
 
Mr. Olson responded that we have that item under Closed Session and once we 
have held the Closed Session, we will come out and discuss it out here. 
 
City Manager 
 
Mr. Olson said that he didn’t have any other comments. 
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City Council Members: 
 
Councilman J. B. Walton said that he knows that you can’t fix everything and he 
thinks that the policemen are doing a good job at what they do and they will 
continue doing it.  He said that he had asked Eric before to give an update on 
how we are going to deal with the parade at homecoming going down Southern 
Avenue. He knows that you are about to leave in a few weeks but have you 
passed that on to somebody to see where we are going to go from there.  We 
are going to have to look over that situation even if he has to go with Rich to do 
it.  The way that it is now, no one can march down that road.  So what do we 
plan to do about it? 
 
Mr. Olson said that we have two options and he has already approved the 
parade route that the University had submitted.  There are some areas that can 
be addressed by city crews filling in some areas, but that is about the best that 
we can do.  Eric has identified a couple of areas that needs some work prior to 
us milling overlaying the street.  We will have that done prior to the parade 
which is November 4th.  
 
Mr. Walton said then one day next week we will go down there.  The other thing 
that he has the young lady came up and said that there are a lot of people 
coming in from other locations.  We welcome people from every area.  All over 
the world, people keep coming into the City because there is something here.  
People need to blend into what Elizabeth City has to offer.  Everybody needs to 
work together.  We have something called North Carolina barbeque.  People take 
that same bun and try to put Philly steak on it, it is not going to taste the same.  
We need to try and blend everything together so everybody can be working in 
agreement with one another.  Philly steak is good, but don’t set aside that North 
Carolina barbeque.  Lets all try to blend things together and not work against 
one another. 
 
Councilwoman B. S. Meggs said that she thought that we were going to have the 
committee reports but anyway, she does have a couple of things that happened 
in Downtown meeting last week.  The Boat Parade will be in the pre-Christmas 
illumination parade on November 24, 2006, the Potato Festival will be May 18, 
2006 and she thinks something new and different added this year and we are 
going to have the Lost Colony people in a stage and they are going to be doing a 
production.  We will be feeding them so we will be calling on people of the town.  
We are asking for sponsors to help sponsor us.  They are going to be having a 
dance the night before and then there will be an Arts Festival on June 1, 2, 3.  
Also, street banners will be put up.   They are selling EC door posters and if 
anyone would like to have something different to give someone for a gift, it is 
$15 for the poster. 
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Councilman J. A. Stimatz said that Ghost Walk will be in October.  It is going to 
be great.  He has a question for Rich and the electric guys.  He has been noticing 
a lot of, especially in his own home, power outages.  He is concern about our 
electric infrastructure.  He would like to get a status on what might be happening 
there. 
 
Mr. Olson said that we do have a lot of squirrel collecting nuts for the wintertime.  
That has been a cause of a lot of the power outages that we have had.  Then we 
have had some issues from our main feed from Dominion and how the re-closure 
switch has been set and we are working with Dominion to get that taken care of.  
We can put fake snakes on the transformers also. 
 
Councilman E. K. Rivers said that he would like to ask about the Southern 
Avenue corridor.  If we can get a time line of when the completion of this project 
put on Channel 11 so people can know what to expect.  We could also put 
something on the electric bills.   
 
He also wanted to thank Rich for that presentation on Spaulding Park and Oak 
Grove.  Financially he will be looking for everyone’s support on that project.  We 
are going to take this information to the residents and let them know what is 
going on and that way we can ask them what their suggestions are.  Hopefully 
we can start putting things together by the end of this year for this area. 
 
Third, he would like to request a resolution of support going to the DOT for 
consideration at the next meeting concerning a stop light at the intersection of 
Industrial Park Way and Halstead Boulevard.   
 
Councilwoman J. M. Baker said that she has a request from a Homeowners 
Association regarding the speed limit in Riverview Estates.  She also would like 
some information regarding placing a sidewalk on Church Street from Meekins 
Street to Hughes Boulevard. 
 
Councilman M. E. Brooks stated that he would like to thank the residents of 
Ranch Drive for bringing to his attention the need to have the speed limit 
lowered from 35 mph to 25 mph.  Thanks to the City Manager and the Public 
Works Director it has been taken care of.   
 
He would also like to thank the Public Works Department and the City Manager 
for insuring that the dirt roads that were in the Third Ward now has paving on 
them.  He as well as the residents couldn’t drive their vehicles to their homes 
when it was raining or muddy.    
 
The residents of Oxford Heights faced an emergency during the heavy rain that 
most of the city wasn’t aware of.  Only having one entrance across a bridge that 
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couldn’t be seen because it was overrun by swamp water left them no escape.  
As he talked with some of the residents there they echoed the same concerns.  
During an emergency open the exit gate.  He was greatly disturbed when they 
told me that they were told that it wasn’t that bad and didn’t constitute an 
emergency.  He stands strongly with the residents and he watched as many had 
to evacuate their homes because them were virtually underwater.  He saw 
children and adults wading through water sharing the streets with water 
moccasins and sewer that was coming up from the streets.  Somewhere down 
the line we have to take it upon ourselves and not waiting until someone drowns 
or is bitten by a snake to say that the gate needs to be open.  Somewhere down 
the line we need to implement some kind of plan where they will have access to 
an exit.  Only during emergency and it shouldn’t be just for emergency vehicles.  
That was an emergency when people can’t leave the area at all and are just 
sitting there and seeing all kinds of devastation in the neighborhood.  That is a 
sad commentary. Rich, if you would, see what you can do as far as insuring that 
when something like that happens again that they have a way to escape.   Have 
a way to get out of the area.  He is sure some of them could have left through 
the exit.  
 
Now, the concern that he always has and he has a different approach of Paxton 
Street.  He is very pleased that the young man came that just purchased 
Elizabeth Manor talked about putting a fence to cut off the access to Paxton 
Street and Franklin Street.  He is very pleased with that.   He first brought the 
problem that was happening on Paxton Street because of the residents not being 
able to get to their homes in January 2006.  It improved drastically and he 
brought it up again in February and then again on April 24th.  When the no 
parking signs were put up and they had no parking on both sides it was very 
presentable down there.  He runs into a lot of people during the course of a day 
and they say that he has an obsession with Paxton Street.  Right now, the 
people can get home but it is only 85% contained.  With the no parking signs on 
both sides it had the potential of being 100% and was that way for two weeks.   
His understanding is that today he went to the residents on the back part of 
Paxton Street and had them sign a petition and the amazing thing about it was 
that it was 100%.  Everyone signed it knowing what the problem exists.  He was 
talking with Councilman Rivers earlier and he enlightened him on something.  He 
told him that when we talked about a six months survey, he said that it wasn’t 
for a total six months; it was to have it done by six months.  If the City Manager 
or Dianne could look back through the minutes to see if that holds true and if it 
does, Captain Koch he would like for you to bring a report back to the Council 
letting us know what your recommendation is.  He hopes that you make your 
recommendation based on the arrest, drugs, guns and all the other things that 
you have found through the parking tickets.  It is his understanding that if you 
bring a recommendation back to us to put the signs back up that the Council 
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would then reconsider this.  If he can get some clarification on that he would be 
more than happy. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer stated that since we have some community watch 
residents from the Second Ward she would like to talk about the meeting that we 
had with the Department of Transportation.  The City Manager and she and Mr. 
Weatherly were in attendance.  We talked about the truck routes coming up 
Road Street and the signs not being in a good position and also the fact that 
they can’t put “no through trucks” signs up but they can put weight limit signs 
up.  The problem has been trucks over the weight limit coming down Road 
Street especially at night.  Also, at that meeting, Councilwoman Meggs, she 
brought up the subject of that triangle and how un-kept it always looks.  She got 
them to agree to do some landscaping there.  They are going to have to re-
configure that triangle when they redo the signs.  If they put landscaping in that 
is one of the community images.  The City would have to maintain it, but she 
thinks that is a good step in the right direction.   
  
Councilman D. K. Stallings said that he would like to thank Chief Pritchard for 
taking out of his busy schedule to enlighten the Council and bring them up to 
speed on emergency management.  
 
The only other thing that he has is Rich when we get ready to talk with the Boys 
Club will the PAL officials be invited.   
 
Mr. Olson said that we have sent a letter to them and we are still trying to set up 
a meeting. 
 
Mayor C. L. Foster said that as your Mayor he first would like to say that he 
wants to recognize two people who have been with us during this entire meeting 
the Chairman of the County Commissioners and the County Manager for their 
presence.  He wants them to know that we the City Council should understand 
that the people here in this area, this county and city, are looking forward to the 
City Council and the County Commissioners working together in harmony and 
having a very good relationship.  It just made him feel good to see the two of 
them when they walked into our meeting tonight.  He wants them to know that 
we, the City Council, are going to do everything in our power to see that we 
have a very excellent relationship with the County Commissioners and the 
County government.  We just want you to know that you are always welcome to 
our meetings.  He thanked those that were present and those that were 
watching.  We are going to be determined as your City Council to do everything 
in our power to make sure that you know that it is your business that we are 
going to try to give our utmost attention too.  We want to try to do what is best 
for our City. 
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10} CLOSED SESSION: 
 
Mayor Foster stated that at this time, the City Council needs to retire into Closed 
Session for the discussion of a personnel matter and consultation with our City 
Attorney. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilwoman J. M. Baker to retire into Closed Session for 
discussion of a personnel matter as per NCGS 143-318.11 (a) (6) 
and consultation with the City Attorney as per NCGS 143-318.11 
(a) (3).  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Rivers, Baker, 
Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  
None.  Motion carried. 

 
Upon the end of Closed Session: 
 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer, seconded 
by Councilman J. A. Stimatz to return to regular session.  Those 
voting in favor of the motion were:  Hummer, Stimatz, Baker, 
Brooks, Meggs, Rivers, Stallings and Walton.  Against:  None.  
Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Foster declared the meeting back into full session. 
 
11} CLOSED SESSION ITEM: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon the City Manager for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson stated that the County can provide the City with water up to a period 
of one year.  We realize that your demand is growing and the City’s demand is 
also growing.  We have some immediately needs that we need to address and 
we realize that the County’s existing operation cannot meet those needs so we 
are going to have to go out and drill additional wells.  We may end up with a 
surplus of water because of that expenditure if those wells come in as we believe 
they will be coming in at.  We do see the value of the County’s RO plant and 
most likely would like to see about securing a half million gallons of water.  The 
Council said earlier for him to push for the authority verses the inner local 
agreement.  We see some advantages in the Authority having ownership interest 
and equity in the plant.   
 
Commissioner Cecil Perry said that he has one or two concerns.  They have 
looked at an authority and we have also done some research on an authority and 
with the information that they have received it would be much better for us if we 
do proceed with the agreement.   
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County Manager Randy Keaton said that he feels that you can get basically the 
same thing.  An authority has some problems with it.  Cumberland County is in 
litigation as we speak.  Some authorities in the southern parts of the State have 
gone bankrupt.  We are ready to start on the plant right now.  If we have to stop 
and go to an authority it would just add another political layer to the project.   
He then described some of the areas within the state that operate under the 
authority.   
 
Mr. Olson said that he thinks that the reason that you came here tonight is to 
see if we would be interested in finding a way to agree on it whether it be an 
authority or an inner local agreement that would have to be a very strict inner 
local agreement that ties everyone up with insurances that all parties involved 
would have to pay the same costs for the water.  The County wouldn’t get a 
preference rate over the other entities.   
 
Mr. Keaton said that the way they envision this is that we would actually create a 
separate enterprise fund within our overall enterprise fund.  So, we would have a 
water system enterprise fund, we would have the RO water plant as a separate 
budget within our water system.  It would have its own revenue; its own 
expenses separate from everything else.  We would actually buy water from 
ourselves.  Our water system would buy water from the RO plant just like the 
City would.  That way it would all be self contained.  It would be clearly 
identified what the costs were.  We expect to have forty or fifty people working 
in the plant so you won’t have any salaries involved.  The distribution people, 
meter reader, none of that stuff associated with this water plant.  The cost will 
be fairly contained.  
 
Mr. Olson said that we would have to agree on how indirect costs would be 
charged against that.  The only area of concern is allocating certain employees 
salaries to the authority.   
 
Mr. Keaton said that they use an independent firm that does our costs allocations 
plan for our social service department and we use that right now to allocate 
costs for our water system and landfill.  They do all the calculations for us.  It is 
an independent body that does that for us now. 
 
Mr. Perry said that we need the information from you as we really want to work 
with the City.  We have put a lot of work and time into this particular process.  If 
you will remember when we had the joint meeting a long time ago, he tried real 
hard to say come on and let’s go.  But we didn’t move forward.  We have been 
working very hard and they are hoping that we can reach some type of 
agreement about our citizen’s water. 
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Mr. Olson said that is the City’s commitment to the RO plant. Now the second 
issue is the other letter that you sent concerning the territorial franchise of 
sharing the impact fees, etc.  We really haven’t had a chance to look at 
establishing water service here for this yet.  It is not far off of what we were 
thinking of but we need to look at that a little more.  The sharing of the impact 
fees on Halstead, your proposal would be most likely acceptable except we 
would like to see an equal split of the impact fees.  That would be $1500 and 
$1500 instead of $1800-$1200.   
 
Mr. Keaton said that the reason there was a slight change is that right now our 
fee for the developer has to be paid up front.  They had to pay $1800 per lot to 
have the final plat approval.  The City doesn’t receive any of this money until the 
lot is metered. For example, this subdivision on Tanglewood. It will be a 
$500,029 impact fee up front.  It just helps to accelerate it.  That water line will 
be anywhere from $3 to $4 million and we will be paying it out of pocket to run it 
down Foreman Bundy Road.  The way that we are planning to do that is we are 
going to pay for that out of our reserve fund and then the Water Plant will only 
finance the costs of the water plant, the wells, the raw water line and the 
discharge line.  Perquimans County will pay the cost of their line running to their 
plant in Perquimans County.  We will pay for the cost of our line out of the water 
reserve fund.  The share of the impact fees is just to recoup half the cost which 
the city will be receiving half of the water bill.  That way the City doesn’t have to 
pay anything up front.  The only money coming to the county would be when the 
developers come in and pay the impact fees.  There are no out of pocket costs to 
the City up front.  We will be able to recoup our money by getting that money up 
front and then the City would have the rest of the impact fees. 
 
Mr. Olson asked him if he would be in interested in doing something like that if 
the city is providing sewer to those areas.  If an area is inside the franchise 
territory, the City is providing sewer to that subdivision then we would do the 
master meter and sell them water that would be bought from you. 
 
Mr. Keaton said that he thinks that we could do that, if we had the water line in 
the area. 
 
Mayor Foster said that we would be getting back to the County. 
 
12} ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mayor Foster advised that the above item concluded the meeting and called for a 
motion to adjourn. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman D. K. Stallings, seconded by 
Councilwoman B. S. Meggs to adjourn the meeting.  Those voting 
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in favor of the motion were:  Stallings, Meggs, Baker, Brooks, 
Hummer, Rivers, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion 
carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Foster adjourned the meeting at 9:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
      City Clerk 
 
 
 
________________________________  
Charles L. Foster 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


