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MONDAY-7:00 P.M.              MAY 22, 2006                   CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
 
The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City held its second monthly meeting on 
the above date and time in the City Council Chambers of the Municipal 
Administration Building with Mayor C. L. Foster presiding.  Members attending 
were:  J. M. Baker, M. E. Brooks, L. A. Hummer, B. S. Meggs, E. K. Rivers, D. K. 
Stallings, J. A. Stimatz and J. B. Walton.  Staff attending were:  City Manager R. 
C. Olson, City Clerk D. S. Pierce-Tamplen, City Attorney W. H. Morgan, Human 
Resource Director K. W. Felton, Planning Director J. C. Brooks, Finance Director 
S. E. Blanchard, Public Utilities Director E. T. Weatherly, Inspections Director S. 
E. Ward, Parks and Recreation Director J. D. Overman, Fire Chief W. C. Pritchard,  
Police Chief W. J. Anderson and Electric Utilities Superintendent K. F. Clow. 
 
Mayor Foster opened the meeting be welcoming those attending.  He called upon 
Reverend Roosevelt Askew, Pastor of Memorial Baptist Church to give the 
invocation after which Councilman J. A. Stimatz led the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
1} APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Foster called for approval of the prepared agenda. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer asked to add under the Consent Agenda a call for 
a public hearing on the 2006-2007 Budget for Monday, June 5, 2006 at 7:30 
p.m.; and to remove Item 9c on the Regular Agenda “Award of construction 
contract”  for consideration on tonight’s agenda and to bring it back at the first 
meeting in July. 
 
There being no further additions or deletions, Mayor Foster called for the 
pleasure of Council. 
 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer, seconded 
by Councilman D. K. Stallings to approve the prepared agenda as 
presented with the inclusion of the above stated item.  Those 
voting in favor of the motion were:  Hummer, Stallings, Baker, 
Brooks, Meggs, Rivers, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  
Motion carried. 

 
2} APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
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a} Work Session – April 24, 2006 
 
Mayor Foster stated that Council has had the opportunity to review the minutes 
of the Work Session held on Monday, April 24, 2006.  He called for the pleasure 
of Council. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilwoman B. S. Meggs to approve the minutes of the April 
24, 2006 Work Session as presented.  Those voting in favor of the 
motion were:  Rivers, Meggs, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Stallings, 
Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
b} Regular Session – April 24, 2006 
 
Mayor Foster stated that Council has had the opportunity to review the minutes 
of the Regular Meeting held on Monday, April 24, 2006.  He called for the 
pleasure of Council. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilwoman B. S. Meggs to approve the minutes of the April 
24, 2006 Regular Meeting as written.  Those voting in favor of 
the motion were:  Rivers, Meggs, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, 
Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
6} COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 
 
There being no one to sign up to speak under this section of the agenda, Mayor 
Foster moved on to the next item. 
 
7} PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS: 
 
a} Presentation of Witherspoon-Harris Community Service Award 
 
Mayor Foster called Reverend Lena Lawrence, representing the Elizabeth 
City/Pasquotank Community Relations Commission, to the podium. 
 
Reverend Lawrence presented the prestigious Witherspoon-Harris Community 
Service Award to Reverend Oliver S. Robinson and Dr. Alfred Moncla.  This award 
was presented to these two gentlemen in recognition of their outstanding 
contributions to the various communities at large. It is noteworthy that a doctor 
and a preacher who are indeed by their professions public servants be the 
recipients of these awards.  
Reverend Robinson and Dr. Moncla both made brief remarks of appreciation. 
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b} Presentation of Quarterly Report from the Tourism Development Authority 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Russ Haddad, Director for this report. 
 
Mr. Haddad presented a power point presentation highlighting the following: 
 

1} $38.43 million industry in 2004 compared to $25.95 million in 1995.  
This is a 48% increase. 

 
2} July 1, 2005 was when the Elizabeth city-Pasquotank County 
Tourism Development Authority was established. 

 
3} September 1, 2005, the occupancy tax was increase to 6%  

 
4} November 1, 2005 the Elizabeth City Area Convention and Visitors 
Bureau opened their new office and visitors center. 

 
5} April 15, 2006 the visitors center opens on Saturdays. 

 
6} He then went over the targeted markets and the areas where 
advertising and publications are being placed.  

 
7}  He noted the different areas where public relations are being put 
to use.    

 
8} He presented some statistic information such as the number of 
rooms that the hotels in Elizabeth City are providing. 

 
9} He advised that the web site is up and running and a large number 
of people are clicking on the site to see what Elizabeth City can offer. 

 
10} Finally he reviewed the attractions that are being offered now and 
are planned for the future. 

 
 
 8} CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Foster asked the City Manager to review the Consent Agenda. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman D. K. Stallings to approve the following Consent 
Agenda as presented.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  
Rivers, Stallings, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stimatz and 
Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 
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Consent Agenda: 
 
a} Approved calling for a public hearing to be held on Monday, June 5, 2006 

at 7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of the Municipal Administration 
Building for consideration of Application RZ-04-06 by Steve Peppler  to 
rezone 36.40 acres of property on the southwest side of River Road at the 
intersection of Asbury Drive from PUD-PDR to Residential R-10.  

 
b} Approved the renewal of lease agreement for dockage of the “West Wind” 

at Mariner’s Wharf Park. 
 
c} Authorized staff to submit an application to the Tourism Development 

Authority to purchase a sign for Waterfront Park proclaiming the 
Pasquotank River’s importance to the Underground Railroad Network. 

 
End of Consent Agenda 
 
9} REGULAR AGENDA:  
 
 
a} Appointment to Elizabeth City/Pasquotank County Community Relations 

Commission: 
 
Mayor Foster advised that there was a current vacancy on the Elizabeth 
City/Pasquotank County Community Relations Commission for a seat held by a 
city resident.  He would like to present the name of Mr. Gus Smith for 
consideration to fill this seat.  Mr. Smith served for many years as the Executive 
Director of the Food Bank of the Albemarle and has recently retired from that 
agency.  He has personally known Mr. Smith for a number of years and feel that 
he is an excellent candidate to fill this position. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman D. K. Stallings, seconded by 
Councilman E. K. Rivers to confirm Mayor Foster’s 
recommendation of appointing Mr. Gus Smith as a member of the 
Elizabeth City/Pasquotank Community Relations Commission for 
a three year term, expiring May 2009.  Those voting in favor of 
the motion were:  Stallings, Rivers, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, 
Meggs, Stimatz and Walton.   Against:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

b} Adoption of the resolution authorizing execution of NCDOT Municipal 
Agreement: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon City Manager Olson for comments. 
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Mr. Olson stated that this municipal agreement is similar to other municipal 
agreements the City has executed with NCDOT.  The project consists of the 
construction of an eight-foot wide asphalt path from the new Wal-Mart store to 
Pritchard Street. The City had earlier received notification from Congressman 
Butterfield’s office that the City would receive $500,000 for the project.  But, due 
to recession, that amount was reduced to $439,808.  The City will be required to 
match all NCDOT funds with a contribution of 20%.  Including the match, the 
total value of the project is $527,769.  The City will be responsible for 100% of 
the cost over $527,769.  The City’s match will come from developers who will be 
doing projects on the Halstead Boulevard Extension.  Finally, the City will be 
required to maintain the bike path for twenty (20) years. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz, seconded by 
Councilwoman B. S. Meggs to adopt the following resolution 
authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Municipal 
Agreement E-4991.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  
Stimatz, Meggs, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Rivers, Stallings and 
Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 
 

RESOLUTION #0653 
AUTHORIZING MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT E-4991 

BIKE PATH ALONG HALSTEAD BOULEVARD EXTENSION 
MAY 22, 2006 

 
   WHEREAS, the United State Congress Transportation Reauthorization Bill, 
Safe Accountable Flexible Efficient Transportation Equity Act; a Legacy for Users, 
(SAFETEA-LU) requires that federal funds be available for certain specified 
transportation and pedestrian activities; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the Municipality has requested federal funding assistance for the 
Elizabeth City Greenway Trails Project in Elizabeth City in the amount of 
$439,808; and 
 
   WHEREAS, subject to the availability of federal funds, the Federal Highway 
Administration has selected Elizabeth City as a recipient to receive SAFETEA-LU 
funding in an amount not to exceed $439,808 for the Elizabeth City Greenway 
Trails Project in Elizabeth City.  Said project consists of construction of a trail 
system that will be approximately a four (4) mile long, 8-foot wide, asphalt 
facility which will link residential areas and recreational destinations in the 
downtown area of Elizabeth City, Pasquotank and Camden Counties; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the City of Elizabeth City agrees to prepare the environmental 
and/or planning document, including any environmental permits, design and 
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prepare project plans, specifications, quantities and details, make all necessary 
utility adjustments, acquire any additional right of way and/or easements and 
construct and administer the project; and provide at least twenty percent (20%) 
matching funds for Project E-4991 and all costs that exceed the total maximum 
federal award amount of $439,808.00; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the Municipality shall assume all maintenance and liability 
responsibilities for the completed improvements upon completion of the project; 
and 
 
   WHEREAS, the Department has programmed funds for this project under TIP 
Project E-4991; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the Municipality proposes to enter into an Agreement, and subject 
to the Agreement provisions, with the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation to administer the disbursement of said funds on behalf of FHWA 
to the Municipality for the Elizabeth City Greenway Trails Project in Elizabeth City 
in accordance with the project scope for the work.  The Department shall 
reimburse the Municipality to the extent of eighty percent (80%) of the approved 
eligible costs up to a maximum amount of the federal award of $439,808.00 as 
provided by SAFETEA-LU funding under Project Agreement E-4991; and 
 
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Project E-4991 for the City of 
Elizabeth City in Pasquotank and Camden Counties is hereby formally approved 
by the City Council of the City of Elizabeth City and that the Mayor and Clerk of 
this Municipality are hereby empowered to sign and execute the required 
Agreement between the City of Elizabeth City and the North Carolina Department 
of Transportation. 
 
   ADOPTED, this the 22nd day of May 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Charles L. Foster 
      Mayor 
 
 
_________________________________  
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
 

Formatted: Superscript

Deleted: quanities

Deleted: 

Deleted: a

Deleted: 



Page 7 of 11 

Formatted: Centered

c} Review of Council Travel Policy 
 
Mayor Foster called upon City Manager Olson for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson briefly went over the Travel Policy for Council Members. 
 
Councilman Stallings who had requested that this item be brought up advised 
that he has received the information that he was asking for and that he is 
satisfied. 
 
d} Town Hall Day 
 
Mayor Foster called upon the City Manager for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson replied that annually the North Carolina League of Municipalities holds 
a legislative action day known as “Town Hall Day”.  This year’s event is 
scheduled for June 7, 2006.  Those members of Council wishing to attend please 
let his office know in order that reservations can be made. 
 
10} COMMENTS AND INQUIRES ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon City Manager Olson for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson said that he had no further comments to make tonight. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilman E. K. Rivers for comments. 
 
Councilman Rivers stated that he would like to bring up for the Code 
Enforcement Officer the area between Normal and Hoggard Streets and Parkview 
Drive there is an open field with weeds that are about eight feet high and we 
need to address that situation. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilwoman J. M. Baker for comments. 
 
Councilwoman Baker said that she just wanted to say or highlight the fact that 
Elizabeth City Downtown did a wonderful job in hosting and participating the 
Potato Festival this weekend.  There were about 5,000 people down there and it 
seems like everybody had a wonderful time and it was a good chance to show 
off our downtown and everybody was really enjoying themselves. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilman M. E. Brooks for comments. 
 
Councilman Brooks said that he hasn’t heard it addressed and maybe it has been 
but he would like to take this time and thank Chief Anderson for his outstanding 
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job as our police chief.  On behalf of the Council he would like to congratulate 
him on his appointment as his new job as Police Chief for the City of Greenville.  
Indeed a void will be felt.  His ability and experience dictated that he go to 
Greenville for better opportunities.  He talked with the Chief and he wishes that 
we could have kept him because he was the glue that held our police 
department together and he can say that because he spends time there talking 
with the officers and the chief.  In saying all this he saw a job posted in 
Greenville for the office of Human Resource Director.  The salary was 
considerable higher being from $78,000 to $100,000 a year.  In the back of his 
mind, he thought of the experience that we have in Ms. Felton for the number of 
years of education and experience that she has.  In the past he asked the 
Council for a comparative study to see what other areas compared to our sizes 
are paying their employees.   We can’t afford to let the experience and the 
education get away from us because someone gives a better deal taking our 
experience away from us.  He would like to get the information he requested as 
it has been a while since he first requested it.  He would like to know this 
because he would hate for her to follow the track of the Chief of Police. 
 
He also stated that the Blazers basketball team AAU came up here the last time 
that we convened and asked for assistance as far as helping them with travel.  
He asked the City Manager and those on Council what could be possibly done to 
help.  They have done fund raisers and they still are falling a little short.  He 
does not know how we can help but in the past, the Council that has experience 
it before can tell us where we can get some money from but he would like to 
know if we could possibly help these young people out.   
 
Councilman Rivers asked how much did we give on the last AAU.  
 
Mr. Olson replied that it was $1200.  We can find that information out for 
Council. 
 
Mr. Rivers said that if it is possible that could find the money that we contribute 
$1200 to this group. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers that if the budget 
will allow it, that we made a contribution to the AAU Blazers in 
the amount $1200.  Councilman M. E. Brooks seconded the 
motion.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Rivers, 
Brooks, Baker, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  
Against:  None.   Motion carried.  

 
Mayor Foster called upon Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer for comments. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Hummer said that she would like to thank the community 
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policing officers and especially Officer Needham for the great job they are doing 
in the Sawyertown area and also the area covered by the Pennsylvania Avenue 
Crime Watch.  At the monthly meetings the officers bring a board with 
photographs and information for the people that live there so that they can 
identify these people if they should see them back in the neighborhood as most 
of them do come back in the neighborhoods.  A lot of the prostitutes who have 
been arrested and the judge has banned some of them from returning to the 
community.  She thinks these men and women are doing a really good job.  
 
She would also like to mention a speeding problem on Cedar Street especially 
since there are a lot of children moving on this street. The cars are parked on 
both sides of the street so you can’t possibly see a child darting out and around 
the cars.  She is looking out her window at night and they are going so fast 
when they hit the manhole cover you see sparks.  She would appreciate maybe 
the speed trailer being put over there for a while. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilman Stallings for comments. 
 
Councilman Stallings asked for an update on the Parks and Recreation with the 
contract with Camden County at out next meeting.  He too would like to 
congratulate Chief Anderson for doing an outstanding job, listening to our 
concerns and jumping right in for the last few years.  He knows it was a hard job 
to dance to our music but you did a good job. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilwoman B. S. Meggs for comments. 
 
Councilwoman Meggs said that she just wanted to say hats off and a thank you 
to Peggy Langley and the Downtown Association for all the hard work they did 
on the Potato Festival and it didn’t just fall from the sky as it was a lot of hard 
work by lots of good people.  Russ Haddad from the Tourism Authority deserves 
a thank you also. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilman J. B. Walton for comments. 
 
Councilman Walton said that he saw in Saturday’s newspaper that the 
commissioners voted similar to our vote at that one meeting.  We are going 
down the same lines that other people and their thought patterns are.  If you 
don’t have a plan a person can vote anyway and it should be acceptable.  We 
voted a way on an issue that was not acceptable and he was wondering if that 
was just for us because he does not think that there will be an investigation of 
how they voted.  Basically, the way we vote is the way that we feel. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilman J. A. Stimatz for comments. 
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Councilman Stimatz said that he would like to echo the Potato Festival crews for 
the great job.  He would like to thank Councilman Walton as a number of people 
have come up to him and told him that they are pleased that we are moving 
ahead with the stormwater utility and he just wanted to let him know that we 
thank you for making the compromise and he appreciates that.  Also, to Chief 
Anderson we appreciate what you have done for our City and wish you much 
success. 
 
Mayor Foster stated that he would like to say a couple of things to Chief 
Anderson.  The first thing that he would like to say is that we can all remember 
before he arrived how bad our police department situation was.  He has noticed 
that his work here in Elizabeth City there were many new programs that he 
initiated.  One important one is the chaplain program and this is one that he has 
always wanted to see here in Elizabeth City.  He really likes the way that he 
organized things.  Another thing is we all know how the morale was extremely 
low in the police department but since he has been here we have witnessed how 
the morale has risen.  He is so glad that all people can be proud of the work and 
service because his work speaks for him.  In addition to what he has done, his 
wife has given service to our City and she should be commended also.  
Whenever a man has an opportunity to better himself, no one should feel 
negative for him leaving the City as we should all be happy for him. 
 

11) CLOSED SESSION: 
 
 
Mayor Foster called for a motion to retire into Closed Session. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman B. S. Meggs, seconded by 
Councilman J. A. Stimatz to retire into Closed Session as per 
NCGS 143-318.11(a (5) to establish or instruct the public body’s 
staff or negotiating agents concerning the position to be taken 
by or on behalf of the public body in negotiating (i) the price and 
other material terms of a contract of or proposed contract for the 
acquisition of real property by purchase, option, exchange or 
lease.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Meggs, Stimatz, 
Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Rivers, Stallings and Walton.  Against:  
None.  Motion carried. 

 
Upon the end of Closed Session: 
 

A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz, seconded by 
Councilwoman J. M. Baker to return to regular session of Council.  
Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Stimatz, Baker, 
Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Rivers, Stallings and Walton.  Against:  
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None.   Motion carried. 
 
12} ADJOURNEMNT: 
 
Mayor Foster advised that the above item concluded the meeting. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman M. E. Brooks to adjourn the meeting.  Those voting in 
favor of the motion were:  Rivers, Brooks, Baker, Hummer, 
Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion 
carried. 

 
 
Mayor Foster adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
      City Clerk 
 
 
__________________________________  
Charles L. Foster 
Mayor 
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