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MONDAY 6:30 P.M. APRIL 30, 2012 JOINT CITY/COUNTY

The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City held a Joint City/County meeting
with the Pasquotank County Board of Commissioners on the above date and time
in the Education Center at Albemarle Hospital. Those attending were: Mayor J.
W. Peel, Mayor Pro Tem J. B. Walton, Councilors R. T. Donnelly, L. M. Hill-
Lawrence, L. A. Hummer, K. K. Spence and J. A. Stimatz. Councilors absent
were: J. M. Baker and M. E. Brooks. City Staff members attending were: City
Manager R. C. Olson, City Clerk D. S. Pierce-Tamplen, City Attorney W. H.
Morgan, Police Chief C. E. Crudup, Fire Chief L. M. Mackey and Public Utilities
Director P. A. Fredette. Also present were members of the County
Commissioners, County Manager, Assistant City Manager, County Attorney,
County Clerk and members of the County staff.

Chairman Griffin welcomed those attending and called upon Councilman Perry for
the blessing of the meal.

Chairman Griffin recognized John Gregory, Water Superintendent, who served
the first drink of reverse osmosis water in Pasquotank County. He went on to
explain the water was produced by the Pasquotank County Water System. A
toast was given to the success of the reverse osmosis water.

Following a delicious meal, Mayor J. W. Peel established a quorum was present
and called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Chairman Griffin gave the
invocation after which he led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United
States of America.

1} PRESENTATION BY MEMBERS OF THE ELIZABETH
CITY/PASQUOTANK COUNTY COMMUNITY RELATIONS
COMMISSION:

Mr. Kurt Hunsberger, gave a presentation from the Community Relations
Commission. The CRC was established in 2003 by then Mayor John Bell and
then Chairman John Kitchen. The purpose of the Commission was to conduct
activities that would foster mutual respect and understanding among all people
in the community. One of the charges for the Commission was to study
problems regarding discrimination. They were also charged to create an
atmosphere to promote amicable relations among all citizens using various
means such as corroboration, communication and education with other
organizations who have the same purpose. He stated the Commission is made
up of fifteen members, eight from the City and seven from the County. He then
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outlined various projects that the Commission has completed over the years. He
ended by saying the Commission would like to do a follow-up to the Race
Relations Study that was done in 2007 to see if there are any improvements.

Mr. Hezekiah Brown gave a report from the Mediation Training Program that was
held in January of this year. This program resulted in eleven individuals
becoming qualified to mediate disputes. He also stated that the Stand Up For
Children Program promotes reading comprehension for children in our area. We
had 38 community leaders volunteered to participate in this program.

2} PRESENTATION ON NUTRITION PROGRAM:

Ms. Darlene Harrell with the Albemarle Commission Senior Nutrition Program
stated that in Pasquotank County this program serves 60 to 70 people each day
in the congregate meal program. The congregate program is for seniors who are
mobile enough to get to one of the two feeding sites and have lunch. Also about
65 homebound seniors through their home-delivered program are served each
day. When one of the 149 volunteers they presently have not only serves a meal
but, they are also checking on some seniors that don’t have anyone else to check
on them. Funding comes from the Federal Government and then it is filtered
down to the States. Then the State funnels funds to the counties through a
Home and Community Care Block Grant. To many of seniors this one meal is all
the food that they get in a days time. Ms. Harrell then gave a video presentation
showing what typically happens in a client’s home when a volunteer delivers a
meal.

3} PRESENTATION BY SCOTT HINTON:

Mr. Scott Hinton, Elizabeth City Regional Airport Manager presented the results
of the 2012 Airport Economic Contributions Survey. This study of the economic
contribution of airports to their communities includes the 72 publicly-owned
airports provide a vital link to regional, national and international markets to
many businesses in North Carolina. The Airport Authority appreciates what is
received from both the city and county annually. The economic contribution
results are presented in three categories: direct, indirect and induced impacts.
The Direct impacts result from firms that are directly engaged in the movement
of people or goods through an airport. The Indirect Impacts represent the
impacts of spending by airport related firms on products and services provided
by support businesses. Finally, the Induced Impacts result from payroll
expenditures of employees of direct and indirectly related firms that produce
successive spending. The direct contributions for general aviation airports come
from surveys of airport management, tenants and major users; while the director
contributions for commercial airports were derived from operations at the
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airports. The total economic output contribution of North Carolina’s publicly-
owned airports is approximately $25.8 billion while supporting over 108,000 jobs.
He stated that 6% of the gross domestic produce for the State of North Carolina
is driven by airport activity. Local property taxes account for $276 million in
revenue business sales tax collection accounted for $370 million; and corporate
and personal taxes totaled $114 million. He went over a chart showing the
employment contribution of the EC Regional airport at a total of 510, including
direct, indirect and induced employment. He provided 2006 comparative figures
for the EC Airport, Currituck County Regional Airport and Dare County Regional
Airport. The total annual economic output of the airport totaled $144,010,000 in
the local community.

4} DISCUSSION OVER-WIDTH FARM EQUIPMENT BEING DRIVEN
ON CONTROLLED-ACCESS HIGHWAYS:

Chairman Griffin advised the General Assembly in 2008 passed legislation that
increase the allowable width of farm equipment on NC roads from 18’ to 25’. It
was prohibited for farm equipment to use fully controlled access highways.

Mr. All Wood, Agricultural Extension Agency discuss the restrictions on the
movement of large farm equipment along US 17 By-pass and the problems it
was causing for farmers when transporting large farm equipment from one area
to another. As many as 15 farmers are affected by this legislation. Some of the
farmers are from Weeksville and some are from the Newland area. If they are
not allowed to use the By-pass then they will have to utilize other roads which
are much more congested.

A motion was made and adopted by the County Commissioners to approve to
adopt a resolution requesting the General Assembly to allow over-width farm
equipment to be safely driven on controlled access highways. They asked the
City Council to consider adopting a resolution of support.

It was the consensus of the City Council to put this item on the next Council
Agenda for consideration at that time.

5} APPROVAL OF INTERLOCAL AGREEMENTS FOR CENTRAL
COMMUNICATIONS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Both units of government considered the final drafts of Interlocal agreements for
Central Communications and Emergency Management proposed by a joint
city/county committee.
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Councilman Stimatz explained the two Interlocal agreements will clarify exactly
what services are being provided and exactly what is being paid for by each
government unit.

Following in-depth discussion the following motions were made.

A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz, seconded by
Councilman R. T. Donnelly to approve the Interlocal Agreement
for 9-1-1 Communications and Dispatch Services. Those voting
in favor of the motion were: Stimatz, Donnelly, Hill-Lawrence,
Hummer, Spence and Walton. Against: None. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz, seconded by
Councilwoman L. A. Hummer to approve the Interlocal
Agreement for Emergency Management Coordination Services.
Those voting in favor of the motion were: Stimatz, Hummer,
Donnelly, Hill-Lawrence, Spence and Walton. Against: None.
Motion carried.

7} CRIMINAL JUSTICE PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM:

County Manager Keaton asked to add this item to the agenda. He explained an
issue regarding the Criminal Justice Partnership Program that will have a big
impact on the City as well as the County. This is a State grant that is funneled
through the County. The program provides substance abuse counseling and
other counseling services to individuals. He explained if an individual is
sentenced to jail they can have their sentence suspended as long as they
complete a program through this service. If they complete the program then
they do not have to go to prison thereby keeping a lot of the low level offenders
out of the corrections system. This program has been operational for the last 15
years or more. About 4 years ago the state said the program did not need to be
certified because it was a county operated program. This year we were told
that it now requires a RFP and recertification. There is not enough time to
submit their RFP and to get recertified. There are a lot of counties in the same
situation. This is a statewide problem and a large area of the state will not be
served if a change is not made. He just wanted to make the City aware of this
situation.

7} COMMENTS BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Peel thanked the Board of Commissioners for hosting tonight’s meeting.
He said that now that we have approved the two Interlocal agreements that
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maybe a topic of discussion at our next joint meeting will be the sales tax
distribution formula.

Chairman Griffin thanked those attending tonight’s meeting.

Councilman Donnelly reminded everyone that the Potato Festival will be held on
May 19 and he invited the commissioners to volunteer to help and to participate
in the potato peeling contest.

Councilman Spence stated he had no further comments.

Mayor Pro Tem Walton stated he hopes the CRC can bring back some more
options for restructuring the Board of Commissioners to enable more than one
minority to be elected to the board.

Councilwoman Hill-Lawrence stated she felt this was a very congenial meeting
and she expressed her thanks to the Commissioners for hosting the meeting.

Councilwoman Hummer stated she had no further comments.

Councilman Stimatz stated he had no further comments.

City Manager Olson stated he had no further comments.

City Clerk Pierce-Tamplen stated she had no comments.

City Attorney Morgan stated he had no comments.

8} ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Peel
entertained a motion for adjournment.

A motion was made by Councilwoman L. A. Hummer, seconded
by Councilman J. A. Stimatz to adjourn the meeting. Those
voting in favor of the motion were: Hummer, Stimatz, Donnelly,
Hill-Lawrence, Spence and Walton. Against: None. Motion
carried.

Mayor Peel adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m.
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_______________________________
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC
City Clerk

_________________________________
Joseph W. Peel
Mayor


