
MONDAY – 7:00 P.M.             APRIL 24, 2006                 CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City held its second regular council 
meeting of the month on the above date and time with Mayor C. L. Foster 
presided and  members J. M. Baker, M. E. Brooks, L. A. Hummer, B. S. Meggs, E. 
K. Rivers, D. K. Stallings, J. A. Stimatz and J. B. Walton attending. Staff members 
attending were:  City Manager R. C. Olson, City Attorney W. H. Morgan, Deputy 
City Clerk V. D. White, Finance Director S. E. Blanchard, Public Utilities Director 
E. T. Weatherly, Fire Chief W. C. Pritchard, Planning Director J. C. Brooks, 
Inspections Director S. E. Ward, Parks and Recreation Director J. D. Overman, 
Human Resource Director K. W. Felton and Police Chief W. J. Anderson. 
 
Mayor Foster opened the meeting by welcoming those attending.  He gave the 
invocation after which Councilwoman B. S.  Meggs led the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag of the United States of America.   
 
1} AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
Mayor Foster called for the approval of the prepared agenda. 
 
Councilman Rivers asked to add annexation on wooded lots for discussion. 
 
Councilman Stallings asked to add under Item #11-Comments and Inquires on 
Non-Agenda Items, City Attorney for an update on curfews; and to set a 
date for our budget hearing to be held on June 5, 2006. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman D. K. Stallings, seconded by 
Councilman E. K. Rivers to approve the prepared agenda to 
include the above noted items.  Those voting in favor of the 
motion were:  Stallings, Rivers, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, 
Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
2} COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Deputy Clerk White for the number of persons who has 
signed up to speak under this section of the agenda. 
 
Ms. White called Mr. Don McCabe to the podium. 
 



Mr. McCabe expressed his opinion on the current policy with respect to handing 
down tax payer’s money to non-profits.  He offered several aspects of what he 
felt about the way the non-profits were selected this year. 
 
3} PROCLAMATIONS: 
 
Mayor Foster presented a proclamation proclaiming April 23-29, 2006 as 
Elizabeth City’s Crime Victims Rights Week”.  
 
4} CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon City Manager Olson to read the items that are listed on 
the Consent Agenda. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman J. M. Baker, seconded by 
Councilman E. K. River to approve the following Consent Agenda 
as presented.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Baker, 
Rivers, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  
Against:  None.   Motion carried. 

 
Consent Agenda: 
 
a} Accepted the Clerk’s Certificate of Sufficiency and approved the following 
resolution calling for a public hearing to be held on Monday, May 8, 2006 at 7:30 
p.m. in the City Council chambers for consideration of a petition for voluntary 
annexation of 48.09 acres located in Parcels I & II of the Tanglewood site. 
 
 RESOLUTION #0644 
 FIXING PUBLIC HEARING ON QUESTION 
 OF ANNEXATION PURSUANT TO G. S. 160A-58.2 
 48.09 ACRES – PARCEL I AND II 

THREE M DEVELOPMENT, LLC 
 
   WHEREAS, a petition requesting annexation of the area described herein has 
been received; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the City Council has by resolution directed the City Clerk to 
investigate the sufficiency thereof; and 
 
   WHEREAS, certification by the City Clerk as to the sufficiency of said petition 
has been made; 
 
    NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of 
Elizabeth City, North Carolina: 



 
SECTION 1. That a public hearing on the question of annexation of the 
area described herein will be held at the Municipal Administration Building 
in the City Council Chambers at 7:30 PM on the 8th day of May 2006. 

 
SECTION 2. The area proposed for annexation is described as follows: 
 
Parcel I  
 
BEING a tract of land bounded on the north by Church Street Extended, 
on west by Forest Park, on the south by Halstead Boulevard Connector 
and on the east by the property of Elizabeth City Jaycees, Inc. P.I.N. 
890302884295 in Mount Hermon Township, Pasquotank County, North 
Carolina and being more particularly described as follows:  Beginning at a 
point of intersection of the Southern right-of-way of Church Street 
Extended and the eastern right-of-way line of Forest Park Road; thence S 
89° 08’ 33” E-486.29 feet with and along the southern right-of-way of 
Church Street Extended to a rebar; thence S 89°27’ 11” E-976.42 feet 
with and along the southern right-of-way of Church Street Extended to a 
rebar; thence leaving the southern right-of-way of Church Street Extended 
S. 01° 20’ 22” W-202.32 feet to a rebar; thence S 89° 14’ 51” E-186.01 
feet to a rebar; thence S 20° 20’ 44” W 52.08 feet to a rebar; thence S 
21° 48’ 26” W-55.31 feet to a rebar; thence S 20° 54’ 26” W-267.47 feet 
to a rebar in the northern right-of-way of Halstead Boulevard Connector; 
thence with and along the northern right-of-way of Halstead Boulevard 
Connector in a westerly direction and 124.85 feet with and along          
the arc of a curve; concave to the north, having a delta of 4° 03’ 10”; a 
radium of 1,765.13 feet; a chord bearing of N 88° 10’ 42” W and a chord 
distance of 124.83 feet to a rebar; thence N 86° 09’ 07” W-1,369.03 feet 
with and along the northern right-of-way of Halstead Boulevard Connector 
to a right-of-way disk; thence N 29° 28’ 29” W-66.44 feet to a rebar; 
thence N 01° 52’ 06” E-417.88 feet to the point of beginning containing 
18.04 acres ± as being shown on a plat titled “Annexation Map for 
McPherson Property”, dated 3/23/06 prepared by Hyman & Robey, PC. 
 
Parcel II 
 
Lying and being located south and west of the New Halstead Boulevard 
Connector (as of this date 3/28/06) and north of the Norfolk and Southern 
Railroad in Mount Hermon Township, Pasquotank County, North Carolina 
and being more particularly described as follows: 
 
BEGINNING at a P.K. nail at the intersection of the western right-of-way 
of the Halstead Boulevard Connector and the Northern right-of-way of the 



Norfolk and Southern Railroad; thence S 72° 20’ 00” W-455.24 feet with 
and along the northern right-of-way of the Norfolk and Southern Railroad 
to a rebar; thence S 72° 19’ 50” W-123.72 feet with and along Northern 
right-of-way of the Norfolk and Southern Railroad to a rebar; thence 
leaving the railroad right-of-way N 17° 40’ 12” W – 58.21 feet to a rebar; 
thence N 76° 50’ 09” W – 339.60 feet to a rebar; thence 197.29 feet with 
and along the arc of a curve in a generally northwest and westerly 
direction said curve being concave to the south and have a delta of 30° 
58’ 08”; a radius of 365.00 feet; a chord bearing of S 87° 40’ 47” W and a 
chord distance of 194.89 feet to a rebar; thence S 72° 11’ 42” W – 401.53 
feet to a rebar; thence S 17° 48’ 13” E – 282.88 feet to a rebar in the 
northern right-of-way line of the Norfolk and Southern Railroad; thence S 
72° 20’ 02” W – 103.68 feet with and along the northern right-of-way of 
the Norfolk and Southern Railroad to a rebar; thence N 73° 34’ 11” W – 
29.67 feet with and along the Northern right-of-way to a rebar; thence S 
72° 19’ 08” W – 1,387.29 feet with and along the Northern right-of-way of 
the Norfolk and Southern Railroad to a rebar; thence S 52° 12’ 46” E – 
20.75 feet with and along the Norfolk and Southern Railroad right-of-way 
to a rebar; thence S 72° 18’ 26” W – 309.72 feet with and along the 
northern right-of-way of the Norfolk and Southern Railroad to a rebar; 
thence leaving the railroad N 00° 48’ 10” E – 216.20 feet to a rebar; 
thence N 72° 25’ 19” E – 280.24 feet to a rebar; thence N 13° 32’ 15” E – 
193.76 feet to a rebar; thence N 30° 14’ 46” E – 45.19 feet to a rebar; 
thence 110.46 feet with and along the arc of a curve; concave to the 
South, having a delta of 31° 38’ 39”, a radius of 200.00 feet; a chord 
bearing of N 72° 18’ 34” W and a chord distance of 109.06 feet to a 
rebar; thence N 88° 07’ 54” W – 213.62 feet to a rebar; thence N 03° 50’ 
53” E – 273.33 feet to a rebar; thence 39.27 feet with and along the arc 
of a curve, concave to the south west, having a delta of 90° 00’ 00”, a 
radius of 25.00 feet; a chord bearing of N 41° 09’ 07” W – and a chord 
distance of 35.36 feet to a rebar in the southern right-of-way of the 
Halstead Boulevard Connector; thence S 86° 09’ 07” E – 335.62 feet with 
and along the Southern right-of-way of the Halstead Boulevard Connector 
to a rebar; thence with and along the Southern right-of-way line of the 
Halstead Boulevard Connector and 124.85 feet with and along the arc of a 
curve concave to the north, have a delta of 4° 03’ 10”; a radius of 
1,765.13 feet; a chord bearing of S 88° 10’ 42” E and a chord distance of 
124.83 feet to a rebar; thence the following nine calls with and along the 
southern right-of-way of the Halstead Boulevard Connector to a rebar, (1) 
S 89° 46’ 59” E – 84.61 feet, (2) N 87° 26’ 46” E – 100.00 feet; (3) N 84° 
26’ 40” E – 100.00 feet; (4) N 81° 26’ 33” E – 100.00 feet; (5) N 78° 26’ 
27” E – 100.00 feet, (6) N 75° 26’ 31” E – 100.00 feet, (7) N 73° 57’ 05” E 
– 546.67 feet, (8) N 73° 57’ 11” E – 344.46 feet, (9) N 73° 57’ 57” E – 
656.80 feet to a rebar at the point of curvature in the southern right-of-



way of Halstead Boulevard Connector; thence 793.83 feet with and along 
the southern and western right-of-way of Halstead Boulevard Connector 
and with and along the arc of a curve concave to the southwest, having a 
delta of 90° 36’ 32”, a radius of 501.97 feet, a chord bearing of S 60° 44’ 
27” E, and a chord distance of 713.65 feet to a P. K. nail at the point and 
place of beginning, containing 30.05 acres± as shown on a plat titled, 
“Annexation Map for McPherson Property”, dated 3/23/06 prepared by 
Hyman & Robey, PC. 
  
SECTION 3. Notice of said public hearing shall be published in the Daily 
Advance, a newspaper having general circulation in the City of Elizabeth 
City, at least ten (10) days prior to the date of said public hearing. 

 
   ADOPTED, this the 24th day of April 2006 
 
 
 

 
_______________________________ 
Charles L. Foster 
Mayor 

 
_______________________________________ 
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
End of Consent Agenda: 
 
5} REGULAR AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon City Manager Olson for comments. 
 
a} Preliminary Subdivision Plat – SUB-07-05 – Three M Development, LLC: 
 
Mr. Olson stated that included in the packet is a preliminary plat of a subdivision 
that is going to be called City Center West-Phase I.  He called upon the Planning 
Director for the specifics of this item. 
 
Planning Director Brooks stated that the applicants are requesting to subdivide 
this site into parcels ranging in size from .83 acre to 3.12 acres.  A 24 acre 
residual parcel will remain for future development.  The property is currently 
zoned GB and Office and Institution.  The site is generally bound by the Norfolk 
and Southern Railroad, Church Street Extended and Forest Park Road.   The 
applicant proposes to build three new streets in this subdivision.  Access will not 



be allowed from Halstead Boulevard.  Review of the application indicates that the 
applicant has complied with various technical land use requirements in order to 
develop the property as proposed.  Staff would suggest that the applicant be 
mandated to adhere to any and all departmental comments on file from the 
Technical Review Committee hearing regarding this property and that all lots will 
be subject to the Halstead Overlay development standards as outlined in the 
UDO. 
 
Following further discussion; 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman M. E. Brooks to approve the Preliminary Subdivision 
Plat, SUB-07-05 as submitted by the Three M Development, LLC.  
Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Rivers, Brooks, Baker, 
Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  
Motion carried. 

 
b} Text Amendment TA-01-06 – Halstead Boulevard Overlay District: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon City Manager Olson for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson stated that this particular item has been discussed on two separate 
occasions with the City Council and we did have a public hearing at the last 
council meeting concerning it.  There were some requested revisions by Council 
and these changes are reflected in the proposed amendment. 
 
Planning Director J. C. Brooks proceeded to go over the proposed changed.  She 
responded to questions and concerns that members of Council had. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman M. E. Brooks to approve Text Amendment TA-01-06 – 
UDO Text Change adopting the Halstead Boulevard Extension 
Overlay District as presented.  Those voting in favor of the 
motion were:  Rivers, Brooks, Baker, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, 
Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
c} Lease Agreement with US Cellular 
 
Mayor Foster called upon City Manager Olson for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson stated that this is for the placement of cellular phone equipment on 
the Poole Street water tower. This would be the third carrier that we have put on 
that particular tower.  This would be done with US Cellular by a Lease 
Agreement.  The lease would be for a five year period and the base rate is 



$24,000 per year payable in a lump sum each year.  There would be a 20’ x 20’ 
ground lease for which to place their building.  
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman M. E. Brooks to approve the lease agreement with US 
Cellular for the placement of cellular phone equipment on the 
Poole Street Water Tower.  Those voting in favor of the motion 
were:  Rivers, Brooks, Baker, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings, Stimatz 
and Walton.   Against:  None.   Motion carried. 

 
d} Renewal of Lease Agreement – Adelphia head-end facility located at the 
City’s Well Field property. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon City Manager Olson for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson stated included in the packet is a lease agreement with Adelphia 
Cable, SVHH Cable Acquisitions to lease a site at the City’s well field property on 
which to erect its communications tower and other related cable equipment.  The 
agreement has been extended twice with each time incurring a 15% increase in 
the lease payment.  On October 13, 2000, Adelphia contacted the City and 
requested that the lease be extended for an additional five year period.  In 
addition to this request, Adelphia requested that the City consider a request to 
enlarge the site to accommodate additional cable equipment.     The current 
lease covers a site approximately 7,000 square feet in size.  They are requesting 
that it grows to 17,700 feet.  They would pay $4,427.25 annually for them to 
lease that space.  Adjustments in the lease rate would be tied to the Consumer 
Price Index rather than the previous flat 15% increase. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz, seconded by 
Councilwoman J. M. Baker to authorize Mayor Charles L. Foster to 
execute the lease agreement with SVHH Cable Acquisition, LP, 
d/b/a Adelphia Communication Corporation and direct the City 
Clerk to forward duplicate originals of the document to Adelphia 
for execution.  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  
Stimatz, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Rivers, Stallings and 
Walton. Against:  None.  Motion carried. 

 
e} Update on the Surveillance Cameras: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon the City Manager for an update on the surveillance 
cameras. 
 
Mr. Olson stated that this item was requested to be placed on this agenda for 
discussion.  He called upon Captain Frank Koch for an update. 



 
Captain Koch stated that he has been in contact with three vendors regarding 
the cameras and Honeywell has agreed to make a presentation to City Council at 
the May 8, 2006 council meeting.  Following their presentations, staff will look 
toward Council to provide the Department with direction after the presentation.   
 
He also advised that the Department has entered into an agreement with 
Blackwell Memorial Church and officials there are offering the Department office 
space to be used as a mini police sub-station.  He and some of his staff have 
been in contact with local dealers, the public school system and Homeland 
Security in an attempt to secure a suitable mobile police sub-station for use in 
the Sawyertown community.  There is a slim possibility that the Department may 
be able to procure a trailer that was destined for use in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina as the Department of Homeland Security is in the process of 
distributing these trailers across the nation. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Hummer said that she would like to request that it be a 
continued quest to find a solution to this most pressing problem. 
 
f} Request to hold budget hearing on June 5, 2006. 
 
Mayor Foster recognized Councilman D. K. Stallings for comments. 
 
Councilman Stallings said that he is asking that we call for the budget hearing to 
be held on June 5, 2006.  He thinks that we only have two more items that our 
City Manager is supposed to bring us a report back from the County.   
 
Mr. Olson said that our next Budget Meeting will probably be held on May 15th 
and this will be our final work session unless there is a demand by Council to 
look at other things. 
 
Councilman Stimatz asked that the rest of the budget hearings be broadcast.  
We advertise that our work session be televised and unless there is some reason 
not to broadcast this can we go ahead and broadcast these.   
 
Mr. Olson said that the budget work sessions have not been televised because 
that is the direction a previous council gave. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz that we 
broadcast our budget work session and our work sessions.  
Councilwoman B. S.  Meggs seconded it. 

 



Councilman E. K. Rivers said that before we vote we need to check to make sure 
the vendor can broadcast the meeting and is Council going to be prepared to pay 
for it.  You need to check on that first.  Will there be a charge. 
 
Councilman M. E. Brooks said that before we even consider this item that we 
need to check with the vendor before we even put this on the table.  We can’t 
put the cart before the horse.  It doesn’t make any sense at all.  We just can’t 
say we are going to do it and we haven’t even talked with the vendor.  
 
Councilwoman Meggs said that when she seconded it that she assumed that it 
would have to be worked out first.   
 
Councilman Rivers said that we need to table this until the Manager has time to 
talk with ECSU to see if it is feasible and what is the cost and let that come back 
before the Council for action.  Therefore, 
 

A substitute motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, 
seconded by Councilman D. K. Stallings to table this item and 
instruct our City Manager to investigate the costs of broadcasting 
our budget hearings and our work sessions.  Those voting in 
favor of the motion were:  Rivers, Stallings, Baker, Brooks, 
Hummer, Meggs, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.   Motion 
carried. 

 
g} Annexation of wooded lots – Oak Grove Subdivision: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilman Rivers for comments. 
 
Councilman Rivers stated that he would like to request that information be 
gotten out to the residents that are concerned.  He would ask that how we treat 
farmland that has been annexed into the City Limits be put on the next Council 
agenda.   
 
5} PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
Mayor Foster declared the meeting into public hearing for consideration of 
Petition for Voluntary Annexation submitted by Tanglewood Development, LLC 
for 11,063 square feet of Parcel III of the Tanglewood Development site. 
 
Since no one wished to speak for or against the proposed petition, Mayor Foster 
declared the public hearing closed. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman J. A. Stimatz to adopt the following Ordinance 



incorporating the 11,063 square feet into the corporate limits of 
the City with an effective date of May 1, 2006.  Those voting in 
favor of the motion were:  Rivers, Stimatz, Baker, Brooks, 
Hummer, Meggs, Stallings and Walton.  Against:  None.   Motion 
carried. 

 
ORDINANCE #0642 

 TO EXTEND THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF 
 THE CITY OF ELIZABETH CITY, NORTH CAROLINA 
 11,063 SQUARE FEET (0.25 ACRE) – PARCEL III 

TANGLEWOOD DEVELOPMENT, LLC 
 

   WHEREAS, the City Council has been petitioned under G. S. 160A-31, as 
amended, to annex the area described herein; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the City Council has by resolution directed the City Clerk to cause 
to be investigate the sufficiency of said petition; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the City Clerk has certified the sufficiency of said petition and a 
public hearing on the question of this annexation was held at City Hall at 7:30 
p.m. on the 24th day of April 2006 after due notice by publication on the April 14 
and April 16, 2006; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the City Council does hereby find as a fact that said petition meets 
the requirements of G. S.  160A-31, as amended; 
 
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of 
Elizabeth City, North Carolina: 
 
  SECTION 1. By virtue of the authority granted by G. S. 160A-31, as 

amended, the following described territory, is hereby annexed and made 
part of the City of Elizabeth City as of the May 1, 2006: 

 
BEGINNING AT A POINT which point is located the following courses 
and distances from a point which marks the southeastern corner of the 
property, now or formerly owned by the City of Elizabeth City (Map Book 
24, Page 39, in the Pasquotank County Public Registry); South 10° 16’ 43” 
East 20.38 feet to a point, thence cornering and running south-southeast 
along a curve (Curve Data:  Radius is 250.00’, Delta is 47° 51’ 19”; 
Bearing is South 76° 21’ 03” East; and Chord Distance is 202.79 feet) a 
distance of 208.81 feet to a point; thence running South 52° 25’ 22” East 
9.98 feet to a point which is the Point of Beginning; thence from said 
Point of Beginning  and running South 52° 25’ 23” East 154.93 feet to a 
point; thence cornering and running south-southwest along a curve 



(Curve Data:  Radius is 400.00’; Delta is 31° 34’ 29”; Bearing is South 34° 
17’ 06” West; and Chord Distance is 217.65 feet) a distance of 220.43 feet 
to a point; thence cornering and running north-northeast along a curve 
(Curve Data:  Radius is 400.00’; Delta is 28° 44’ 20”; Bearing is North 03° 
59’ 03” East; and Chord Distance is 198.54 feet) a distance of 200.64 feet 
to a point; thence running North 10° 23’ 07” West 77.53 feet to the Point 
of Beginning, containing 11,063 square feet (0.25 acre), which property is 
described and delineated on that survey entitled in part, “Annexation 
Amendment for Tanglewood Development, LLC,” dated November 9, 
2005, prepared by Northeastern Surveying & Planning P.C., professional 
land surveyors, and which survey is incorporated herein by reference.  

 
 SECTION 2. Upon and after the 1st day of February 2006, the above 

described territory and its citizens and property shall be subject to all 
debts, laws, ordinances and regulations in force in the City of Elizabeth 
City and shall be entitled to the same privileges and benefits as other 
parts of the City of Elizabeth City.  Said territory shall be subject to 
municipal taxes according to G. S. 160A-58.10. 

 
    SECTION 3. The Mayor of the City of Elizabeth City shall cause to be 

recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds of Pasquotank County, and 
in the office of the Secretary of State in Raleigh, North Carolina, an 
accurate map of the annexed territory, described in Section 1 hereof, 
together with a duly certified copy of this ordinance.  Such a map shall 
also be delivered to the County Board of Elections as required by G. S. 
163-288.1. 

 
   ADOPTED this the 24th day of April 2006. 
 
 
 
 
             
      _______________________________ 

Charles L. Foster 
Mayor 

 
 
_____________________________________ 
Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
6} COMMENTS AND INQUIRIES ON NON AGENDA ITEMS: 
 



Mayor Foster called upon City Manager R. C. Olson for comments. 
 
Mr. Olson said that he will be attending a meeting at the Albemarle Hospital on 
Wednesday.  He would also like to thank the police department and all the 
volunteers for their assistance in the kid’s police academy.  It was a great 
success. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilwoman Meggs. 
 
Councilwoman Meggs said that she usually doesn’t have all the calls like a lot of 
you do, but she has had some calls this week.  She would like to share.  She did 
have a call from Mr. McCabe but she also had about six other callers about the 
non-profits money that we have allocated that is our tax payer’s money.  Their 
problem was the fact that these organizations have not been audited so we have 
no way of knowing where the money was going.  They asked her and she did 
not know.  Another thing that she has had a couple of calls about is Dawson 
Street.  There are several houses in there that is really being tormented with 
drug dealers and people that are indecent exposure that they are using the yards 
as public restrooms.  Ladies that are scared to death to go outside even in the 
day time.  There are small children.  This touched her and here we are living in 
the best city there is so far as she knows and we still have these things.  They 
called the police and two cars rode around and of course when the police ride 
around you know they ran.  She doesn’t know what can be done but she would 
like for a little bit more to be done.  One other thing is that on Riverside Avenue 
when you go all the way down where you see that fence they have now put 
halogen lights up there on it and one of them shines directly in your face when 
traveling Riverside Avenue. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilman J. B. Walton for comments. 
 
Councilman Walton said that you just can’t bring everybody to public opinion 
because if everybody came up and gave an opinion we probably would never get 
a meeting over.  During the process of the non-profits and he is not going to try 
to build up the reason why he did it.  That was the process and he thinks that 
we follow Roberts Rule.  You have a motion, one side will win and the other side 
may not win.  A person on the winning side can bring it up later.  That is 
Robert’s Rule.  You can bring as many people up to the podium that you want to 
bash someone else and that is not Robert’s Rule.  That is trying to get your way.  
That is not the way this system is set up.  This system is set up to use Robert’s 
Rules and that is what we do.  You have just got to live with it until the next time 
comes around.  Some will appeal and say that they were on the wining side and 
let’s visit it again.  But, if that is not the case, let it go. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilman J. A. Stimatz for comments. 



 
Councilman Stimatz stated that it seems like the theme tonight is the non-profits.  
He guesses the point here is regardless of how Council acts, the public has the 
right to come before Council and address the Council even as an individual and 
express their opinion about the decision that we made.  You are correct that they 
cannot force us to change it.  That is the beauty of this system and that is the 
people have the right to voice their opinion.    He thinks that the points that Mr. 
McCabe brought up are good points.  They were the points that were made by 
the three dissenting council members at that time.  We did not disagree 
necessarily with the amount we didn’t like that there was no process.  Someone 
walked in with their list and threw it on the table.  Betty Meggs wasn’t here and 
four people voted for it and three didn’t.  That was the process.  It wasn’t 
televised and it wasn’t open.  Johnnie you were the one that said we should 
compete the lease agreement for the concession.  The point being that we want 
an open competition and we want an open process.  When we do that people 
like it.  Then when we don’t they don’t like it and we have to accept the fact that 
the people have the right to tell us that. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer for comments. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Hummer said that the Albemarle Economic Commission held their 
marketing campaign last Wednesday night and she doesn’t have any numbers 
yet as how many people attended from Hampton Roads but it was an effort to 
sell Elizabeth City to the Hampton Roads businesses that might be interested in 
or even persuaded to expand their business to our town.  She was very 
impressed.  The video that was shown was outstanding.  Unfortunately we didn’t 
get any coverage of the actual event when it was happening that night.  There 
was a small picture in the paper last night.  On another subject, she would like to 
say that no one gets a check written by the City of Elizabeth City of taxpayers’ 
money without an audit first.  Finally, she would like to remember our City Clerk 
tonight who has had major surgery and to say that we miss her tonight. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilman M. E. Brooks for comments. 
 
Councilman Brooks said that he didn’t get the opportunity to go to the ground 
breaking ceremony for the Hugh Cale ground breaking.  He would like to thank 
the Gideon Forces and those that worked tirelessly when Shepherd Street was 
literally a mess fifteen/twenty people standing on the corners selling drugs and 
all other illicit activities.  He would like to thank Margaret Henderson, Joseph 
White, and Elder George Kent Gordon for the work that they did helping to rid 
that area of some of the problems that were affecting the neighborhood.  He 
also would like to take the opportunity to thank OIC for their vision in writing the 
grant to start the process of the training center which is badly needed.  He would 
like to give them their props also.  Over on Ranch Drive the speed limit is 35 



mph and the residents say that it keeps fluctuating. They would like for it to be 
25 mph and he would like to have someone look into that.  On Bonner and 
Sanford Drives they have problems with people parking any kind of way.  On 
Roanoke Avenue they have a wooded area that the residents are complaining 
that snakes are coming in their yards from it.  You have two lots on Roanoke 
Avenue that are owned by two sisters.  One of them the City made her cut her 
lot, but the one right beside it is wooded so he needs to know what the 
ordinance and everything is on that.  He thinks what is fair for one is fair for the 
other.  He would like for the police department to continue to patrol not just 
Roanoke Avenue, but the streets off of Roanoke Avenue;  Paxton, Carver, 
Harding, Celeste and Lowry.  Don’t just ride down Roanoke go down those back 
streets too because in the process of we were talking about Sawyertown if we 
want to be effective in ridding Sawyertown of this element that we are talking 
about, they are going somewhere.  We do not want them to set up in 
neighborhoods that people have a decent quality of life right now.  So when we 
talk about the cameras, the cameras are not just for Sawyertown as it is for any 
area that has the problems with crime in the mist.  With the non-profits there is 
no doubt it is not a winning and lose situation when we vote.  The thing is the 
money that we allocated for non-profits is tax payers money.  Six out of ninety-
one doesn’t seem fair to him.  He thinks the ones that we voted to give monies 
he thinks that they should get money but he does not think the 91 that didn’t get 
the opportunity and it is their dollars too didn’t have a chance.  That is all it was. 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilwoman J. M. Baker for comments. 
 
Councilwoman Baker said the non-profit issue is bringing something up that if 
you didn’t vote for it that really is, I mean it hasn’t even been brought up for a 
vote, but it will be brought up as the whole budget vote.  If you are opposed to 
the non-profits and the way that was handled, you can just vote against the 
entire budget.   That piece will be in it.  That is the way that you can make a 
statement.  The other information that she has is a piece of good news for those 
people that may not get Rich’s FYI on Fridays.  Ms. Respress who has been 
homeless basically at the hands of the City and non-profits for four years is 
getting a new home.  She is getting a brand new home on her site of her old 
home.  Construction will begin probably within 30-days and she will be in there 
sometime this summer.  She just wanted everybody to know that those of us 
who has been working with her for these past four years this is a very joyous 
time for her and her family. 
 
 
Mayor Foster stated that on the note of Ms. Respress he wants to thank her 
daughter for her presence tonight.  This is something that should have been 
taken care of years ago.   
 



Mayor Foster called upon Councilman E. K. Rivers for comments. 
 
Councilman Rivers said that he wanted to again thank those from the police 
department for the police athletic league sponsoring the kid’s police academy.  
That is part of our goals to provide things for the youth.  He has talked with a lot 
of the young people and they all said they enjoyed it and they talked about their 
trip to Bush Gardens.  He rode by that morning and looked at the kids loading up 
on Trailways.  For $25.00 they got to go to Bush Gardens, ride on Trailways and 
had a camp cookout.  That is what brings joy to this Council.  He hopes that the 
other departments can find some ways to write grants or to volunteer to do the 
same things so in that way we can continue to be about volunteerism.  He knows 
that the Parks and Rec sponsors basketball camp coming up in several weeks.  
We love for the departments to continue to volunteer.  If you are already 
volunteering we hope that you will bring it before this body so that you may get 
some publicity.  He hopes that every department head will continue to encourage 
their staff to continue to volunteer to make a change within our City.  He would 
also like to publicly thank Public Works Department, Mr. Doug Davis for four 
residents that continue to call him.  They always talk about how he is right on 
time and the very next day they will have someone out cleaning out the ditches 
if he can schedule it.  They all have excellent things to say about the response 
time and that they are moving forth to clean the ditches.  He would like to have 
that on our next agenda.  We are trying to move forward with additional inmates 
to put into this cleaning.  One thing that the residents feel when they pay city 
taxes and things of that nature is to get good service.  You can’t solve all the 
problems but if we can have the response time it will at least give them the 
opportunity to feel that we listened and we will try to come up with a solution.  
He also wants to thank the Planning Department and Ms. Anderson with the 
Community Development for the ceremony that we had.  The ground breaking 
that Councilman Brooks talked about and it was a great ground breaking.  Mr. 
Dennis Branch from Raleigh had outstanding comments.  He was very 
enthusiastic about the progress that we are making toward moving that area 
forward.  Mr. Robinson from the Homeless Shelter was talking about how excited 
they were about the new proposed site for the men’s’ shelter.  His response to 
him was when you have a Council that cares about different communities it 
shows.   
 
Mayor Foster called upon Councilman D. K. Stallings for comments. 
 
Councilman D. K. Stallings said he would like to have an update from our City 
Attorney on our curfew and he has received some reports that our officers went 
to a local motel and were writing some citations pertaining to curfews and kids.  
He was thinking that if they were inside the building and chaperoned they should 
not have received a citation.  Is it possible for you to give us an update and then 



the give the police department an update?  The only other thing that he has is if 
we are going to have our City/County meeting in May. 
 
Mr. Olson replied that the meeting date falls on the Memorial Day holiday and he 
is not sure what we are going to do at this time. 
 
Mayor Foster stated that he would like to say as our Mayor Pro Tem has already 
mentioned, our City Clerk who normally sits here on my right, he wants you to 
know that she was hospitalized and had to undergo some serious surgery.  She 
still needs our prayers.   For those of you, who pray, please mention Dianne.  He 
has had the opportunity to pray with her and she is in very good spirits and he 
just wanted to say that she is missed tonight.  Let’s keep her in our prayers. 
 
7} CLOSED SESSION: 
 
 
Mayor Foster stated that at this time Council needs to retire into Closed Session 
for consultation with the City Attorney. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz, seconded by 
Councilman D. K. Stallings to retire into Closed Session for 
consultation with the City Attorney as per NCGS 143-318.11(a) 
(3).  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Stimatz, Stallings, 
Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Rivers and Walton.  Against: 
None.  Motion carried. 

  
Upon the end of the Closed Session: 
 

A motion was made by Councilman D. K. Stallings, seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer to return to regular session.  Those 
voting in favor of the motion were:  Stallings, Hummer, Baker, 
Brooks, Meggs, Rivers, Stimatz and Walton.   Against:  None.  
Motion carried. 

 
 
8} CLOSED SESSION ITEM: 
 
Mayor Foster called for action regarding the item discussed in Closed Session. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman J. M. Baker, seconded by 
Councilman J. B. Walton to instruct the City Manager to proceed 
with the item that was discussed in Closed Session.  Those voting 
in favor of the motion were:  Baker, Walton, Brooks, Hummer, 



Meggs, Rivers, Stallings and Stimatz.  Against:  None.   Motion 
carried. 
 
9} ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mayor Foster advised that the above item concluded the meeting of April 
24, 2006. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman J. A. Stimatz, seconded 
by Councilman E. K. Rivers to adjourn the meeting.  Those 
voting in favor of the motion were:  Stimatz, Rivers, Baker, 
Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings and Walton.  Against:  
None.   Motion carried. 

 
 
Mayor Foster adjourned the meeting at 9:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
     _____________________________ 
     Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
     City Clerk 
 
 
__________________________________  
Charles L. Foster 
Mayor 


