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MONDAY – 5:30 P.M.             MARCH 27, 2006               WORK SESSION 
 
 
 
 
The City Council of the City of Elizabeth City held its monthly work session on the 
above date and time in the City Council Chambers of the Municipal 
Administration Building with Mayor C. L. Foster presiding.  Members present 
were:  J. M. Baker, M. E. Brooks, L. A. Hummer, B. S. Meggs, J. A. Stimatz and J. 
B. Walton.  E. K. Rivers and D. K. Stallings arriving at 5:45 p.m.  Staff members 
attending were:  City Manager R. C. Olson, City Clerk D. S. Pierce-Tamplen, City 
Attorney W. H. Morgan, Deputy Clerk V. D. White, Planning Director J. C. Brooks, 
Fire Chief W. C. Pritchard, Public Utilities Director E. T. Weatherly and Finance 
Director S. E. Blanchard. 
 
Mayor Foster opened the meeting by welcoming those attending.  He gave the 
invocation after which Planning Director J. C. Brooks led the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
1} APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Foster called for approval of the agenda. 
 

A motion was made by Councilwoman J. M. Baker, seconded by 
Councilman J. A. Stimatz to approve the agenda as presented.  
Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Baker, Stimatz, 
Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Rivers, Stallings and Walton.  Against:  
None.  Motion carried. 

 
2} TEXT AMENDMENT TA-01-06 – HALSTEAD BOULEVARD OVERLAY 

DISTRICT: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon City Manager R. C. Olson who in turn called upon 
Planning Director J. C. Brooks for comments and presentation. 
 
Ms. Brooks stated that back in October, she did a presentation on the Halstead 
Boulevard Corridor and the potential development along this major image 
corridor leading into the City. What this code amendment would do is establish 
an overlay district which will help in the design and appearance of what is to be 
developed on the corridor.  It does not change the uses.  Basically, what this 
code amendment does is that it provides a comprehensive land use regulation 
and insures compatible relationship of mixed uses and it creates a visually 
appealing corridor.   She went through the text that was provided to members of 
Council describing each section. She explained that the text amendment would 
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establish design and development criteria relating to building design, 
landscaping, buffering, parking requirements, pedestrian access in commercial 
areas, signage requirements, storm water management, landscaping 
requirements, guidelines for mechanical equipment and outdoor display areas.  
Residential development requirements would establish greater setbacks off major 
arterials, outdoor lighting standards, streetscape requirements and entrance way 
features.  
 
Councilman J. A. Stimatz presented some recommendations for changes that he 
would like to see take place within the document. 
 
Mayor Foster stated that he would entertain a motion to call for a public hearing 
on this item. 
 

A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem L. A. Hummer, seconded 
by Councilwoman B. S. Meggs to call for a public hearing to be 
held on Monday, April 10, 2006 beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers of the Municipal Administration Building for 
consideration of Text Amendment TA-01-06.  Those voting in 
favor of the motion were:  Hummer, Meggs, Baker, Brooks, 
Rivers, Stallings, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion 
carried. 

 
3} ALBEMARLAE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION UPDATE: 
 
Mayor Foster called upon Mr. Ray White, the Executive Director of the Albemarle 
Economic Development Commission. 
 
Mr. White presented a brief update and overview of what the AECD has been 
doing.  Some of the assets that we have here in Elizabeth City are that we are 
the center for Northeastern North Carolina.  The new by-pass and the widening 
of Hwy 17 in Chesapeake is certainly an asset in the transportation form.   We 
have and excellent work force, especially with the Coast Guard being located 
here.  We are having a population growth and have land that will accommodate 
this growth.  The opportunity of US 17 North is tremendous and mainly due to 
coming down from the Hampton Roads area.  It is less than 35 miles to all ports.  
The Outer Banks is constantly growing.  The Halstead Corridor is a fantastic 
opportunity that we have with the new road, water and sewer, mixed use 
possibilities and with the present companies that will soon be up and running.  
The activity will sky rocket once these building are constructed and in operation.  
We also have three higher education facilities here.    Some of the things that 
AEDC has been doing over the last six months are:  Port Elizabeth Center has 
been sold; LSK Enterprise is a company that we recently attracted out to the 
Pasquotank Commerce Park, and we are working on downtown and water front  
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redevelopment.   We are working on our marketing program.  We unveiled our 
new Web site in November.   
 
Councilman J. A. Stimatz commented on the recent meeting that he attended in 
Washington, DC.  He briefly went over some of the items that were discussed 
while there.  He felt that that the meeting was very productive. 
 
Councilman J. B. Walton asked if there was any specifically that the AEDC was 
working on that we could follow the progress. 
 
Mr. White replied that the things that he is working on right now are pretty much 
in the early stages.  He thinks there is opportunity around the airport and as time 
goes on there will be more information on what they see as some assets out 
there.  Right now we certainly have met with the Mayor on some of the 
developers that have come down interested in the hotel conference center.  As 
time goes on and we get closer we will welcome any input from any members of 
Council that would like to get involved. 
 
4} CLOSED SESSION: 
 
Mayor Foster advised that Council needs to retire into Closed Session for 
consultation with the City Attorney and consideration of Closed Session minutes.  
He entertained a motion to retire into Closed Session. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman D. K. Stallings to retire into Closed Session for 
consultation with the City Attorney as per NCGS 143-318.11 (a) 
(3); and consideration of Closed Session Minutes as per NCGS 
143-318.10 (e).  Those voting in favor of the motion were:  
Rivers, Stallings, Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stimatz and 
Walton.  Against:  None.   Motion carried. 

 
Upon the end of the Closed Session: 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman J. A. Stimatz to return to regular session of Council.  
Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Rivers, Stimatz Baker, 
Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stallings and Walton.   Against:  None.  
Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Foster declared the meeting back into regular session. 
 
5} CLOSED SESSION ITEM: 
 



Page 4 of 4 

Mayor Foster called for a motion to approve the Closed Session Minutes that 
were considered in Closed Session. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman E. K. Rivers, seconded by 
Councilman D. K. Stallings to approve the Closed Session Minutes 
of February 27, 2006, March 13, 2006 (1,2,3) as presented.  
Those voting in favor of the motion were:  Rivers, Stallings, 
Baker, Brooks, Hummer, Meggs, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  
None.  Motion carried. 

 
6} ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Mayor Foster stated that due to the time he would entertain a motion to adjourn. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman D. K. Stallings, seconded by 
Councilwoman B. S. Meggs to adjourn the meeting.  Those voting 
in favor of the meeting were:  Stallings, Meggs, Baker, Brooks, 
Hummer, Rivers, Stimatz and Walton.  Against:  None.  Motion 
carried. 

 
Mayor Foster adjourned the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Dianne S. Pierce-Tamplen, MMC 
      City Clerk 
 
 
 
_____________________________________  
Charles L. Foster 
Mayor 
  


