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CITY OF ELIZABETH CITY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, February 12, 2020 

4:30 PM 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Rick Boyd - Chairman 
Ed Fearing - Vice Chairman 
Georgenes Falcon (Absent) 
Blair Jackson 
David Luke 
Rachel Stallings 
Charlene Wade 

 
Also present were Carter Thompson, Community Development Director; Kellen Long, 
Planner; Yvette Chamblee, Secretary to the Commission; and members of the audience. 

 
Chairman Boyd called the meeting to order at approximately 4:30pm with a roll call and 
stated there was a quorum. 

 
Mr. Fearing made a motion to APPROVE the agenda as presented. Ms. Jackson seconded 
the motion. ALL IN FAVOR: FEARING, JACKSON, LUKE, STALLINGS, AND WADE. 
NONE OPPOSED. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Ms. Stallings made a motion to APPROVE the Thursday, December 12, 2019 minutes. 
Mr. Luke seconded the motion. ALL IN FAVOR: FEARING, JACKSON, LUKE, 
STALLINGS, AND LUKE. NONE OPPOSED. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Ms. Chamblee, secretary to the Commission, read the STATEMENT OF DISCLOSURE 
as follows: 

 
Elizabeth City Code of Ethics provides that public officials and employees be independent, 
impartial, and responsible to the public; that government decisions and policy be made 
in proper channels of the governmental structure; that public office not be used for 
personal gain; and that the public have confidence in the integrity of its government. In 
recognition of these goals and in keeping with the ethical standards of conduct for city 
public officials and its employees; disclosure of interest in legislative action must be stated 
for public record, as per City of Elizabeth City Code of Ordinances Section 32.04. Any 
official act or action before the Historic Preservation Commission shall be publicly disclose 
on the record of the Commission the nature and extent of such interest and the 
Commissioner shall withdraw from any consideration of the matter if excused by the 
Commission pursuant to G.S. 160A-75. 
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Chairman Boyd read the following STATEMENT FROM THE CHAIRMAN: 

 

Prior to today's meeting, notification was sent to neighbors living within 100' of the 
properties in question. Commission members received a copy of each application and 
were to visit the site. North Carolina law provides that persons have an opportunity to 
address an application; thus the Commission conducts a public hearing on the application. 
During the hearing the Commission receives evidence to determine that proposed 
changes are not incongruous with the special character of the historic district or the 
historic property. They review this evidence against guidelines listed in the City's 
ordinance before issuing a Certificate of Appropriateness. Each application is heard the 
same way. The judicial format of the hearing requires that they be impartial. Any written 
Staff comments are evidence presented just as any other evidence. If any Commission 
member has had reason to discuss the specific details of the application; they ask to be 
excused from hearing the application. 

 

Because of the quasi-judicial format of the hearings, the Commission hears evidence and 
judges whether the change is not incongruous. The Commission is required by North 
Carolina law to swear in persons who speak before the Commission and offer evidence. 

 
Ms. Kellen Long, Planner; Attorney David Pureza, applicant; and Mona Gills, applicant 
came forth and were sworn. 

 
Application HP 04-20, filed by George and Mona Grills for the property located at 502 
West Main Street. The applicant is requesting approval to open a portion of the enclosed 
porch, placing antique French doors in the new opening. The applicant is also requesting 
to replace an existing window on the south elevation of the home with bump out windows. 

 
Ms. Long presented her Staff Analysis report as follows: 

 

The first case before you this afternoon is HP 04-20 filed by George and Mona Grills for 
the property located at 502 West Main Street. The property currently maintains the 
original residential (R-8) zoning classification designated at the time the Unified 
Development Ordinance and official zoning map were adopted by the City of Elizabeth 
City. 

 
According to the historic property description, the Ward-Randolph House was built in 
1898 for attorney George Warren Ward and his wife, Emma Ward. 

 

The applicants are requesting approval for the following items: 

 
 Install antique French doors on the west elevation of the front porch, providing a 

direct entrance to the enclosed porch on the south elevation of the home. 
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 Replace existing window on the south elevation of the home with a vinyl bump 
out/bay window. 

 
Staff is generally of the opinion that the request to install the antique door on the west 
elevation of the porch is appropriate considering the new door opening will be on a 
secondary elevation, however, it is staff ‘s recommendation that the appropriateness of 
the installation of the vinyl bay window be ruled by the Commission. 

 

Should the Commission deem the request appropriate, in whole or in part, and issue the 
Certificate, staff recommends the following as conditions of approval: 

 
 All necessary building permits shall be secured prior to commencing work; and 

 Care shall be taken to minimize the loss of historic material 

This concluded Ms. Long's presentation. 

Ms. Mona Grills, the applicant, came forth and explained to the Historic Preservation 
Commission her request to open a portion of the enclosed porch and place antique French 
door in the new opening. 

 
After a brief discussion, Ms. Jackson made a motion to APPROVE HP 04-20 with the 
following Staff recommendations: 

 
 All necessary building permits shall be secured prior to commencing work; 
 Care shall be taken to minimize the loss of historic material; and 

 The parking lot shall be constructed as presented and approved by our Planning 
Department, including stripping, dimensions etc. 

 
Mr. Fearing seconded the motion. ALL IN FAVOR: FEARING, JACKSON, LUKE, 
STALLINGS, AND WADE. NONE OPPOSED. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Application HP 05-20, filed by C. Everett Thompson II and David Pureza for the 
property located at 105 West Main Street. The applicants are requesting approval to pave 
the empty lot to accommodate parking for their customers and employees. 

 
Ms. Long presented her Staff Analysis report as follows: 

 

The second case before you this afternoon is HP 05-20 filed by C. Everett Thompson II 
and David Pureza for the property located at 105 West Main Street. 

 

As you may remember in November, this property was presented to the Commission for 
demolition due to extreme disrepair. Since that approval in November, Mr. Thompson 
and Mr. Pureza have since acquired the property. The structure has since been 
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demolished and the new owners are requesting to pave the empty lot to provide more 
parking. A sketch of the proposed layout of the parking lot had been attached to your 
staff analysis, I have also provided the most updated version of the site plan at your 
respective seats. I would like to note that this site plan is still under administrative review 
and subject to change. However, for the purpose of the Commission, the logistics of the 
parking lot do not a role in the decision to grant a certificate of appropriateness. I would 
also like to address the second document presented at your respective seat. It is the 
applicant wish to installed a 4-foot fence on one side of the parking lot on Cobb Street. 
The photo has been provided to show the proposed fencing material and design. 

 

Should the Commission deem the request appropriate and issue the Certificate, staff 
recommends the following as conditions of approval: 

 
 All necessary building permits shall be secured prior to commencing work; 
 Care shall be taken to minimize the loss of historic material; and 

 The parking lot shall be constructed as presented and approved by our Planning 
Department, including stripping, dimensions etc. 

 
This concluded Ms. Long's presentation. 

 
Attorney David Pureza, representing Thompson and Pureza Law Firm, came forth and 
explained his request for approval to pave an empty lot to accommodate parking for 
customers and employees. 

 

After a brief discussion, Ms. Jackson made a motion to APPROVE HP 05-20 with the 
following Staff recommendations: 

 
 All necessary building permits shall be secured prior to commencing work; 
 Care shall be taken to minimize the loss of historic material; and 

 The parking lot shall be constructed as presented and approved by our Planning 
Department, including stripping, dimensions etc. 

 
Ms. Stallings seconded the motion. ALL IN FAVOR: FEARING, JACKSON, LUKE, 
STALLINGS, AND LUKE. NONE OPPOSED. MOTION CARRIED. 

 
STAFF REPORTS 

 No response from the State Historic Preservation Office in reference to the Historic 
Preservation Commission report. 

 Historic survey was submitted to the State Historic Preservation Office. 

 Introduction of Carter Marie Thompson as the new Community Development 
Director. 

 Purchasing name plates for the Historic Preservation Commission. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 Chairman Boyd inquired when will the Historic sign for Wimpy Lassiter go before 

City Council. 
 
No NEW BUSINESS was given. 

 
Ms. Stallings made a motion to ADJOURN the Wednesday, February 12, 2020 Historic 
Preservation Commission meeting. Mr. Fearing seconded the motion. ALL IN FAVOR: 
FEARING, JACKSON, LUKE, STALLINGS, AND LUKE. NONE OPPOSED. MOTION 
CARRIED. 

 

The Wednesday, February 12, 2020 Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 
approximately 4:52pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Yvette Chamblee 

Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission 


